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Performance isn’t just a word. It takes professional equipment you can count on to 
show 55,000 people the very best Skateboard riding you can give. Second best is not’ 
enough. For riders and their skateboards, the challenge of performance is the only test 
that counts. 

Bahne Skateboards and Cadillac Wheels: You know these names. We took the lead 
are from the start. We were first to apply Aerospace Engineering to skateboards. We were 
first to promote large skateboard shows and contests so everyone could see why. Skate- 
boarding was reborn. Innovation and new concepts are what keeps us in the lead. Our 
team is always testing new ideas. Before we sell a new design our riders have to prove it 
works in the only way that matters; /t has to meet the challenge of performance. 

Look over what we offer: Several styles of chassis and a choice of trucks and wheels. 
We make it easy to decide because everything you see has met the test. Combine compo- 
nents to suit your riding style and build the Bahne that’s right for you.: 

It’s good to know Performance isn’t just a word in front of 55,000 people or when 
you're skating just:for fun. . 


Above: Rodney Frankenberger at the Beach Boys Concert, Anaheim Stadium July 3, 1976 


r= t= | 
Products of Bahne and Company. Dealers welcome. For further information call-or write: - 
Bahne Skateboards, Post Office Box 326, Encinitas, California 92024; (714) 753-0255. 





~ ROADRIDE RWHEEL 


Ride The Winner 


‘Results Of the Most Recent Major Competition 
2nd Annual Hang Ten Werld Skateboard Championship 
September 18 & 19, 1976. 


The winners on this page used Road Rider Wheels : 


FREESTYLE AND BOWL 3 jc oie ie. Ee SU ABOME 


_ BRUCE LOGAN, Logan Earth 4. HENRY HESTER, cas 
. TONY ALVA, Logan Earth 2. TONY ALVA, “Logan Earth 


MIKE WEED, eS: BOBBY PIERCY, 


Hobie Skateboards : : Brewer Skateboards 


1. STEVE CATHEY, j 4. JOHN HUTSON, 


G&S Fiberflex - Santa Cruz 


“SKITCH ne 5, BOB 
HITCHCOCK, ~ SKOLDBERG 


Hobie Skateboards _ Hobie 


DOWN HILL OVER-ALL 


SPEED = - 7 WINNERS 


1. 


% JOHN HUTSON, 2. LOGAN, Logan: Earth ve 
Santa Cruz Skateboards 3. MIKE WILLIAMS, Hec © 


.BOB SKOLDBERG, Hobie 4. JOHN HUTSON, santa cruz 


MIKE WILLIAMS, 4, TONY ALVA, 
HPG Gullwing Logan Earth Ski 


|. TONY ALVA, Logan Earth ski =TEAM COMPETITION ~5. HENRY HESTER, cas 


. BOBBY PIERCY, Brewer 1. SANTA CRUZ 


2. HOBIE 
3.G&S$ FIBERFLEX 
4, LOGAN EARTH SKI 


BEARINGS 


pi 2 i a SEALED Se - 
furs) ERECISION. NHS, Inc. 825.41st Ave., Quality Products, Inc. 140 Uxbridge, 


Santa Cruz, Ca. 95062 (408) 475-9434 Caranston, R.I. 02920 (401) 942-2722 


See your dealer for wheels, decals; and T-shirts. 
















Does Fibrefiex 
Give You 
An Edge? 


Yes!! Take, for example, 13-year-old Steve Sherman 1 ata Lh 
of Solana Beach, California. Steve's best time aa cD 
at La Costa was 7.7 seconds on a tight slalom eee 
run while he rode Brand X (the second most bettering his time by 10%. 


successful board at 
course with the 
os S 
his times to a consistent 
professionals, and he is now on our Fibreflex Team. 
winners in overall team competition. Then consider our team 


La Costa). After Steve got a 
new Fibreflex Hester Model, 
exact same trucks 
and wheels, and 
7.0 seconds. This seven-tenths of a second, or 
10% improvement, is incredible for a short slalom race. 
Also, the G & S Fibreflex Team has 
consistently dominated professional slalom and 
captain Henry Hester. He is the number one individual money 
winner in professional skateboarding. 











he rode the exact same’ iz 
immediately lowered 

It was the edge that has put Steve in a class with the 
speed races, and has been one of the top two money 







29" wide-body cutaway /Bennett Pro Ad Traks /Yandall Pros 


We are saying that the equipment really 
makes a difference. The extreme lightness of 
Fibreflex gives advantage in freestyle. The unique flex, 
torque and snap gives an edge for slalom. 

We are confident that one of our models can improve your 
fun and/or performance. We offer the Hester Model, the 26" and 
29" wide-body cutaway, the 26” freestyle, and the 25” and 27” 
kicktails. They're available through local skateboard dealers. 
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SKATEBOARDS 
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FLEX BOARDS. 


SANTA CRUZ SKATEBOARDS OFFERS A 
FULL LINE OF SUPERLIGHT, DURABLE 
EPOXY/GLASS WITH HARDWOOD CORE 
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SANTA CRUZ SKATEBOARDS INTRODUCES 
THE NEW HARDWOOD KICKTAIL SKATE- 
BOARD TOP WITH RABBETED UNDERSIDE 
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FOR FULL MANEUVERABILITY. 


PUT YOUR OWN SKATEBOARD TOGETHER BY ORDERING FROM THIS LIST, ASSEMBLY FREE. 


SKATEBOARD TOPS 

EPOXY/GLASS W/HARDWOOD CORE 
(Kicktail and John Hutson Cutaway models 
shown at left in photo ) 


Standard) 24” -264"......--..... $25.00 
Cutaway 26%''- 28%" ........... $25.00 
Kicktanlie26ier 2804/0 20.02). eh sie $25.00 


Screws included. 


HARDWOOD KICKTAIL 

(shown in photo right) 

27" — $16.95, 29" — $17.95, 32” — $18.95 
Nonskid taped 2.00 extra. Screws included. 


WHEELS (IIS Bearings included) 


Road!Rider.No.2...5..:..-....- 4.50 ea. 
Road Rider No.4............... 6.50 ea. 
RoadiRideniNo: Gas.) walle 7.50 ea. 
New Road Rider Henry Hester Wheel 

1%" wide, 2-7/16" tall........... 6.50 ea. 
OUISUDERIUIERs Saye a Ge heel 7.50 ea. 
@QuiStafomis, %hraereeye sss soleus 6.50 ea. 








PHOTO/METIVER 


TRUCKS (2 per board needed) 


Wiel <lpetn tp Cater eet Se cin eNcane 0 10.95 ea. 
Tinacker Half Winack. 5 3: 0218. 3 9.95 ea. 
Bennett Hijacker ............-..-.. 7.95 ea. 
[EniGw lols aoe enaononnd ule bho oda 9.95 ea. 
FARGiGulllvuring) ceeWelcdeuse eucl tpier-)e temo 15.95 ea. 
GalitaeSlalomviersererickse ine cirdee-aaicl 7.50 ea. 
Road Rider Riser Pads (%’’).......... 3.00 pr. 
Fadil Pads) 2:37) wie erates etn eke hats ietel(ous 4.50 pr. 
ACCESSORIES (All items post paid in U.S.) 
Santa Cruz T-Shirt (3-color design) .. ... $6.00 

(Specify s, m, |) 
Road Rider T-Shirts (3-color design) ..... $6.00 

(Specify s, m, |} 
Henry Hester Poster...............- 1.95 ea. 
RoadiRider'Rosterms2)5c):. 2 seein) 1.95 ea. 
Road|iRider Decalsis2 2:02. oats or $ .50 
Anybody’s Skateboard Book by 

Weel) (CiealyanceMly notonesosue booce 1.50 
Robinak Skate'Pack....... a... +2...- 16.95 
Road Rider Skateboard Pendant... ...... 2.95 





SAFETY EQUIPMENT (A Must) 
Helmet (Norcon Made of Polycarbonite) .. $9.95 
(Specify s, m, |) 


Elbow or Knee Pads............... $5.95 pair 
(Specify extra sm, s, m, !) 
IBC /Nicl <i va Bec euonetamsubwcday $3.50 


SHIPPING —Please include for postage and handling: 
Skateboards — 2.00, Foreign — 5.00 
Wheels/Trucks/Helmets — 1.50, Foreign — 3.00 
Accessories/T-Shirts — Post paid in U.S., Foreign — 1.00 
Enclose check or for fast delivery send money order 
(Foreign payable with international money order) 

No cash please, plus postage and handling. 

(Calif. residents add 6% sales tax), 


FREE! with skateboard order — 
Anybody’s Skateboard Book 
by TOM CUTHBERTSON! 


SANTA CRUZ SKATEBOARDS 
825 41ST AVE.. SANTA CRUZ, CA. 
95062 (408) 475-9434 








Performance Engineered* Mo rs > *Patent pending 
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ADDS NEW DIMENSIONS TO THE SPORT OF PRECISION SKATEBOARDING 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, ASK YOUR DEALER OR WRITE DIRECT TO: 
METCOM PRODUCTS CO., RD4. Box 275, Blairsville, PA15717 Telephone [412] 459-7330 





ACS-Your Truck Stop 


ACS offers a complete line of trucks to satisfy the indi- 
vidual requirements of demanding skateboarders. Fea- 
turing 356 aluminum-magnesium alloy heat treated to 
the T-6 condition, durable urethane tips, natural red 


rubbers, and precision finishes. All trucks are 100% 
guaranteed, and damaged parts will be replaced free of 
charge by the factory. You w@ullela t want anything less 
beneath your feet! 


THE STANDARD SERIES 





ACS 430 4.30" axle length, 1.8" pivot 
width. Standard height with conventional 
4-hole mounting pattern. 





ACS 430 BG. 4.30" axle length. 1.8’’ pivot 
width. Standard height. Gold pivot and wide 
black base with three-hole and four-hole 
mounting pattern. 


ACS 5005.00” axle length, 22" pivot width, 
plus ‘2'’ increased height. High-strength 
alloy steel axle, with aircraft locknuts. Con- 
ventional 4-hole mounting pattern. Preci- 
sion jewel-like finish. 


THE BLACK GOLD SERIES 





ACS 500 BG. 5.00" axle length. 2'2"' pivot 
width plus %’ increased height. High- 
strength alloy steel axle with aircraft lock- 
nuts. Gold pivot and wide black base with 
three-hole and four-hole a Ee pattern. 








ACS 650 Super-wide 6.50” high-strength 
alloy steel axle, with aircraft locknuts. 4” 
pivot width. Super-duty hanger plate is ex- 
tra ¥2'' thick, and eliminates need for spacer 
block. Bright finish pivot with racing black 
hanger plate. 





-ACS 650 BG super-wide 6.50” high-strength 


alloy steel axle with aircraft locknuts. 4” 
pivot width. Super-duty hanger plate is extra 
¥e" thick, and eliminates need for spacer 
block. Gold finish pivot with racing black 
hanger plate. 


American Cycle Systems « 1449 roe een ‘St. e Covina, CA 91722 ¢ (213) 331-0582 
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| HOBIE SKATEBOARDS P.O. Box 812, Dana Point, CA 92629 (714) 646-2404 


GREGG WEAVER PROFESSIONAL MODEL 





30” wooden kicktail. Hand-laminated with three layers of ash and rare 
hardwoods. Recommended for banks, pools, and skateparks. Made for 
the skateboarder that demands the absolute best! 





Designed and built by Skitch, using high density surfboard foam and fiber- 
glass. 27" Freestyle, 30’ Skatepark, and 38"’ Longboard. The supply is 
NTa mut 





Laminated maple and freee Peete aie sturehautiume cute al 
and flex with minimum weight. Lots of snap for pumping through the cones! 
Available to the public soon, 
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MIKE WEED PRO MODEL SURF FLEX 


25" hand-laminated fiberglass kicktail. 27" or 24" hand-laminated 
Superb construction and versatile fiberglass kicktail. Incredible 
design. Mike has designed his workmanship with a beautiful splash 
Pro Model to perform well in all deck. Maximum strength and just the 


phases of skateboarding. tight amount of flex. 


HOBIE HUSTLER HOBIE COMPETITION 
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27" or 24" pultruded fiberglass 
board. Designed for the hot skater 
that wants high performance. 


24" pultruded fiberglass board. 
A great all-around skateboard. 


PROtective EQUIPMENT 


== 





Used by the pros at the recent World Contests held at Long Beach and 
Carlsbad. Helmets, elbow pads, knee pads, wrist guards, and gloves. 


QD. 44 TT mo 
Bennett TRUKS 
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QUALITY SKATEBOARDS AVAILABLE... 





DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME 





Califortia 





FULL SIZE WORLD CONTEST POSTER 17”X24 72” 
AND OFFICIAL 18 PAGE PROGRAM 

















GET BOTH FOR $2. 50. SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 
A-L-S INDUSTRIES, INC. - P.O. BOX 6513, TORRANCE, CALIF. 90504 
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Sidewalk Surfpark 


An exciting new two acre skateboard 
park featuring an extensive pro shop, 
concessions and an amusement center. 

Located next to Big Surf, Hayden 
and Webber, Tempe, Arizona. 


Opening late in January. 














SKATEPACK 


The ROBINAK SKATEPACK. It’s designed just for your 
needs. Roomy for school things, your skateboard or 
Vat 

The SKATEPACK is waterproof and incredibly durable. 
Nylon webbing reinforces the bottom and it won't sag, 
tear, or lose its shape. 

The SKATEPACK comes in red, green, royal blue and 








navy for only $16.95. California residents add 6% sales tax. 
We're so sure of the quality of our SKATEPACK that we 
guarantee the workmanship and materials against defect. 
pY-F-V (rm arel Ul dics M MN al ecle m 
Ask for the ROBINAK SKATEPACK at your favorite surf 
or skateboard shop or, send check or money order for one 
today. 












POST OFFICE BOX 4696, SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA 93103 








SKATE MASCOTS? 

To all the new skateboard teams or 
recent teams who need women 
skateboarders or skate mascots, we 
would be honored to join. We are from 
Southern California, and have been 
skateboarding for two years or so. If any 
of you skate riders know of anyone who 
needs us gals, we’d be much obliged. 
Lisa, Kelly, Jackie, Butryn, Mission Viejo, 
California 

| just got back from the World 
Skateboard Championships in Long 
Beach, and just have to say that I’d 
never really seen freestyle skatin’ until 
the ladies got out there and did their 
routines. They make a hard sport look so 
easy, and put a smooth gracefulness in it 
that no male competitor could ever hope 
to achieve. I’m not saying they do better 
than us, but they do have their own 
beautiful style that is every bit as good 
as the guys’. But how come so few ladies 
compete? Let’s see a lot more at the 
next big meet. 

An Impressed Boarder Who Wants To See 
More! 

GETTING WARM 

While reading SKATEBOARDER 
Magazine, | began to realize that you 
only cover America and sometimes 
Australia in any detail. But what about us 
over here in England, especially 
London? | admit we have not yet got to 
the stage of mass boarding that you 
have in the States, but things around 
here are beginning to get warm. In a few 
years, you had better watch out. | think 
interest started mainly from the film 
“Skater Dater’’ that was on with 
“Rollerball’’ over here a year or so ago. 
Since then, shops have started selling 
good stuff. It has been on radio and TV, 
plans are being made for a skate park in 
London, and there have even been 
attempts to stop skateboarding in 


12 


England, according to a news bulletin, 
but no chance! 
English Boarder 


Just wanted to let y’all know what's 
going on east of you. I’m presently in 
Italy, Naples to be exact, and most 
people over here never saw a 
skateboard till mine. | took it ashore with 
me, and found some of the best skating 
I've ever had. Well, | drew a crowd, so | 
whipped out on the 360’s, and when | 
was through, people threw money my 
way. | taught a couple of the local kids to 
ride. They seem to love it as much as 
me! 

K.C.F., Uncle Sam’s Canoe Club 


HUSBAND-WIFE TEAM 

| have read with great interest the letter 
from Mike Allen in Baltimore (Vol. 3, No. 
1). Although | am not 55 (I am 36), my 
wife and | also enjoy skateboarding. We 
would like to see more events, and when 
we get better to participate in some. As a 
sideline for some of the mothers of 
skateboarders, my wife lost two dress 
sizes in the first month—size 14 down to 
size 10, and sometimes she has to buy a 
size 8! 

Dr. Lee Michelson, Long Beach, California 
ALIVE AND SERIOUS 

In your last issue, there was a fellow who 
wrote that he didn’t understand some of 
the lingo used in the magazine, and 
asked to have some of it explained. Well 
great, but why did he have to drag the 
northerners into the subject? Northern 
California is alive and serious about 
skateboarding! Skateboarding is 
established up here, with many hot 
riders and excellent teams like Alotaflex, 
Spacecraft, Maharajah and Skateboards 
Unlimited. We hold frequent contests, 
and even have a Northern California 
Skateboard Association. The only 
problem up north is that the soil is 
different than down south, and because 
of this, different types of drainage 
facilities are used than down south, most 
of which are unrideable. The alternative 
for us is skate parks, and we aren't 
going to have to wait long because they 
are on the way. 

A Northerner 


NEW FACES 

| have been skateboarding on and off 
(mostly on) now for almost ten years, 
and get off on your magazine a lot. But 
quite frankly, | am getting tired of seeing 
the same skaters every time | pick up a 
new SKATEBOARDER. Don't get me 
wrong; all of them are hot! | have skated 
with quite a few of them. But what 
happened to the other hot skaters | used 
to see in the pages of SKATEBOARDER? 
And what also of the hot locals around? 
Let’s see some new hot skaters, ‘cause 
we all know there are a lot of them 
about. 

Steve Car, Long Beach, California 
LONGBOARDS 

Why don't you do an article with photos 





on longboards (33”’ and over)? You 
could show them in pools, on banks and 
at the skate parks. Tom Sims really blows 
my mind, and longboards are the best. 
David Cox, Galveston, Texas 


OCEAN CITY TRIBUTE 

This summer | had the great fortune of 
living about a 20-minute drive from 
Ocean City, Maryland. The skate park 
there is so hot it kept me stoked for the 
whole time. While | was there, | met Ty 
Page, Chris Chaput, and Brian 
Beardsley, and watched them rip the 
bowl. It’s fantastic to see a city take the 
time to give the sport a chance to grow. 
| applaud Ocean City for that chance. 
Scott Carney, Carmel, Indiana 


AMAZING AND/OR IMPOSSIBLE 
Today | was at the Kodak building in New 
York. While looking at the photo 
contributions of a recent competition, | 
noticed a picture of Waldo Autry at the 
Pipeline (this was not a skateboard 
photography contest). Anyway, the 
picture had been mounted on the wall 
sideways by accident. At first | thought 
that the judges of the contest either 
considered the amazing impossible, or 
never gave the true perspective any 
consideration. But because there is 
graffiti on the Pipeline showing that 
Waldo is up on the vertical wall, the 
judges did think the amazing impossible. 
Little do they know of the radical 
skateboarding of today! 

John Engel, New York, New York 

We’ve seen Waldo in person at the 
Pipe—and we're still not sure it’s 
possible... Ed. 






The Amazing and/or Impossible Waldo. 


NO DOUBT ABOUT IT... 


BENNETT BUILDS THE 
‘WORLD'S FINEST TRUCKS 


Ask the pros and top amateurs who've ridden the BENNETT HIJACKER 
TRUKS ™ to more National and World Championships than all other 
trucks COMBINED! 


NOW — THE TOTAL RUNNING GEAR SYSTEM 
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: “Truk of Champions” 









The NEW Trac Il 


BENNETT PRO™ The NEW 


AD+TRAK™ BENNETT PRO 
with quik - change 
adjustable track width 


MR. BENNETT JUST BUILT THE TRUKS"... 
YOU GUYS MADE THEM #1 IN THE WORLD 


He gave them special RED RUBBERS™for superior response. He crafted the 
rugged main frame of the finest aircraft aluminum alloy. He used the strongest 
axle in the business. He developed a flex hanger plate, a few of which broke. 
He didn’t like that. He created an all new super light RACEPLATE™ that's so 
tough it will actually hold a broken board together! He wants the best for you!! 


ALLIGATORS EAT ALMOST EVERYTHING... 
Mr. Bennett created the Great Green Wheel. He called it the ALLIGATOR™. 
You called it HOT! He gave it a perfect backside and a perfect front side. He 
taught it to bite and to haul tail. He made it green so you’d know who had the 
, real get-up-and-go. ‘Gators do that, you know. Getum Alli! 
Championship quality doesn’t come easy, cheap,or fast. If anyone tells you 
another truck or wheel is ‘“‘as good” as a BENNETT or ALLIGATOR, he may 
A have more holes in his head than Mr. Bennett's new RACEPLATE. . . tough. 


ORDER NOW FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY ... 


©The original BENNETT HIJACKER TRUKS, perset. . .13.00 ALLIGATOR WHEELS a 
©The new TRAC |! BENNETT PRO TRUKS, perset . . .18.00 ©Set of four, Alligator ™ Turbine Precision Wheels 





©The new AD+TRAK BENNETT PRO TRUKS, perset . .21.00 complete with bearings, spacers & special washers. . . . 30.00 

©The now famous Big Red Rubbers, two setsof four . . . 4.00 NOTE: Turbine series wil! not fit roller skate size trucks, If you do 

© Prices, Specifications, boards & accessories not have high performance trucks, please order Bennett Hijackers, 
(refunded 1st order) . . . 2.00 Pros, or Pro-Ad+Traks from this ad. 


© Alligator Wheels T-Shirt (top-quality w/pocket, inc. postage) 5.50 


Before you buy any board, you should ‘have. this valuable 
Add $1.50 postage and handling per order (except T-Shirts, 


listing of the best equipment available. Includes detailed 


information on the best boards, wheels, bearings & accessories, 
plus set-up, assembly, and maintenance tips. Air mailed to you 
same day order received. 


Red Rubbers and price list) Hawaii, Foreign & Airmail add $3.50. 
Galif. residents add 6% sales tax. Cashiers check or money order 
only to: Mr. Bennett, P.O. Box 1415-X Newport Beach, 


Calif. 92663 th Gites 
Legitimate dealer inquiries welcomed 





RELSE REY EWS 


FREEWHEELING 
DOCUDRAMA 


Logically, any entertainment film which is 
directed toward too wide an age group, 
and/or level of sophistication, will have 
difficulty entertaining anybody at all. This 
thought is particularly applicable to the skate 
film, where there is so much new 
information of varying complexities to 
convey, and so many possible formats 
available, as indicated by the hip 
documentary-oriented Five Summer Stories 
skate sequence and the simple story- 
oriented Skater Dater. 

Filmmaker Scott Dittrich dealt with this 
type of situation back in 1972 when he put 
together his well-received, midstream surf 
film, Fluid Drive. Now, in his second major 
cinematographic effort, the long-awaited 
skateboarding feature, FREEWHEELIN’, 
Scott goes after a much bigger audience, 
which includes skaters and a wide range of 
non-skaters—and generally succeeds. 
Through an often compelling combination of 
storyline and documentary, Scott finds a 
vehicle capable of communicating on many 
levels; a statement about skateboarding with 
the potential to send the previously 
unenlightened out to buy their own boards 
and to point many a casual skater in the 
path of featured professional Stacy Peralta, 
or luminous cameo star Russ Howell. 

After a private screening of Freewheelin’, 
Dave Macintyre of G & S readily referred to it 
as ‘the Endless Summer of skateboarding” 
and the analogy is well taken. However, 
more accurately, Scott has produced a 
functional cross between a Skater Dater, 
boy-girl-skateboarding theme variation and 
a ‘‘you are there’’ docudrama. 

Non-skateboarder Camille, the story’s 
narrator, having previously developed a 
close friendship with aspiring professional 
skater Stacy Peralta, relates her relationship 
with Stacy and with the sport. She wanders 
through the recent past, speaks of personal 
experience and stories she’s ‘‘only heard 
about from Stacy,” and introduces 
sequences where the characters speak 
directly to the camera. At times, the story 
breaks into a diary of a skate film, adding still 
another level of reality to the film. 

Yet, despite a much looser storyline than 
Skater Dater (which is less than a fourth as 
long), it is easy to get involved in 
Freewheelin’, principally by getting involved 
in the individual sequences. The basically 
complimentary music switches from flowing 
to dynamic when the spotlight lands on 
sideskater Kenny Means in fast cuts at Brea 
and elsewhere. Further on, Russ Howell 
performs and personally narrates a 
demonstration of the tai chi influenced style 
of skateboarding which originally helped 
bring him to prominence. Appropriately set 
to sitar music, the sequence is nothing short 
of classic, and shall remain a timeless tribute 
to this fine skater. 

Of course, Freewheelin’ may not appeal 

to the hardest of the hardcore skate 
enthusiasts, as the camera sometimes 
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dwells on personalities over skating 
technique (for example, focusing in on facial 
expressions, rather than foot placement, in 
the slow-motion pool riding sequence). 
Other possible disappointments occur when 
Camille breaks character, using technical or 
poetic / philosophical language to discuss 
the goings-on. 

But the film does have enough stoking 
action to please the average skater, and 
enough touching moments to lend credibility 
to the story. In essence, Freewheelin’ breaks 
new ground, giving skaters and the general 
public a unique and entertainina view of 





i 


Pat Darin filming Kenny Means for 
Free Wheelin’. 


some of the people, places and styles of a 
young, freewheeling sport. 


MULTISPORT MISS 


While Western man continues to opt for 
nontraditional lifestyles, his perspective on 
sports evolves as well. In many geographic 
areas, young athletes are as likely to be into 
skateboarding, surfing, skiing or hang 
gliding as baseball or soccer. Evidence of 
this growing trend is easily available, but 
most recently in the media, with word of 
Rolling Stone's upcoming counterculture 
sports magazine, Outside, and the release of 
a new feature film produced by Paul Rapp 
and Richard Rosenthal entitled, GO FOR /T. 

In good part filmed by Hal Jepson, a surf 
filmmaker since 1969 (Cosmic Children, A 
Sea for Yourself, Super Session), Go For It 
attempts a ‘high-energy freedom trip” 
through the worlds of surfing, skating, snow 
skiing, hang gliding, etc. (in descending 
order of respective amounts of footage); 





however, regrettably, gets lost too often 
along the way. Although it can be futile 
breaking down what is in one sense a mood 
or vibe film into its various elements—rather 
than examining it as a complete whole—this 
film merits such examination, as it so often 
deviates from and works against the ‘‘go for 
it” theme, that any intended total effect is 
destroyed or, at least, significantly reduced 
by film’s end. 

At the heart of the problem is not the 
quality of Jepson’s footage, although he 
may be faulted for lifting much from Super 
Session and not providing quite enough 
action shots (i.e., too many sometimes 
aesthetic female portraits and not enough 
thrills). Rather, it is in the narration and 
sequence structure—which can make or 
break a documentary of any kind—that the 
film falls short. 

In a voice that would probably be better 
suited to a high school science film, the 
narrator early on sets up the premise: The 
“earth spins’’ begetting ‘‘constant motion”’ 
begetting those who will explore the ‘‘natural 
process. . . daring to accept the 
consequences of this challenge.” ‘‘Why?”’ 
he asks. Larry Bertleman, noted surfer / 
skater quoted in voice-over throughout the 
film, answers: ‘‘l just like it,” and ‘You blow 
everybody’s mind if you do."’ Despte the trite 
intro (granted, it’s hard to address both the 
athlete and the nonathlete without speaking 
down to one, or over the head of the other), 
fair enough so far. 

But in continuing, the narrator retains his 
detached formality with the subject matter, 
sometimes providing, at best, functional 
remarks, though often embarrassing ones. 
He detracts from a close-up, silently intense 
mountain climbing sequence with, ‘‘The only 
competition in mountain climbing is with the 
mountain itself.’’ And opening a sequence of 
Malibu wipeouts and collisions, he offers: 
“When there’s bad karma in the air, no 
one’s safe!”’ 


The basic editing, on the other hand, 
likewise suffers because of its intimate 
relationship with the dialogue. Yet, more of a 
problem here is the illogical juxtaposition of 
sequences, with mere flashes of skiing and 
rafting inserted between sometimes 
unnecessarily long surf and skating spots. 
Handled differently, the short sequences 
could have served as a reoccurring 
montage, showing relationships of flow and 
individuality common to most of the featured 
sports. Instead, much of the editorial 
direction gives the distinct appearance of a 
last minute salvage job. 

For those who aren't to be driven away by 
reviews and word of mouth, look forward to 
at least a handful of noteworthy moments, 
among them: an unusual angle on flying the 
notorious Point Fermine, from a hang glider- 
mounted camera; an insight into Tony Alva’s 
highly regarded approach to pool riding; a 
relatively recent sequence of remarkable 
surfer Shaun Tomson in medium-size 
Hawaiian juice; and a good mini- 
documentary on the 1976 Ventura 
Skateboard Contest. There's certainly 
enough there for a red-hot short subject. 
Even so, sometimes it’s advisable not to go 
for it|—B.G. 
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RAINBOW 
SKATEBOARDS 


One of the finest handcrafted 
skateboards made. 


Hours of quality handcraftsmanship go 
into each and every board we build. 

Constructed of hand-laminated fiberglass 
cloth (up to 25 layers per board). 

Precision engineered to provide up to one inch 
of camber for functional flex. 

Designed according to your weight for roadrunning 
excellence. 

Manufactured by the Rainbow Surfboard fin people... offering you the same 
high quality. 

Each board is hand numbered and dated for quality control. 
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Write for free brochure today to: 
Bolinas Bay Company 
P. O. Box 406 
Bolinas, California 94924 


Limited number of dealerships will be considered, 
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“World’s First & Still 
Most Complete 
Skateboard Center’ 


“The Skateboarder’s 
otecaaoes Original & Dependable 
Norn Heymed, CA 9197 Mail Order Since 1962” 
— IMMEDIATE DELIVERY GUARANTEED — 
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SKATEBOARDS 






FREE T-SHIRT 
(s.s.) with purchase 
of a complete 
skateboard. 






The World’s First & Still Most Complete Skateboard Outlet 













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ADULT — Sizes: 5: $(34- -36), M(38- 40), L(a2- 4s), Mi(46) 22. Asstd. Florals BUMPER STICKERS 75¢ | includes postage): (] I'd Rather Be 
Styles: Short Sleeve (SS) $5.50, Long Sleeve (LS) $6.95 JSSOLSOCOH SOMOULOXL Surfing, ( I'd Rather Be Skateboarding, (_] Surfers Do It In The 
Tie Die (TD) Short Sieeve only $6.50 23. Silhouette Surfer] SS(] LSC SOOMEULQOXL Tube, (_] Surfers Hit The Lip, (] Keep Surfing, () Surf Bare. 
24. Dynamic Surfer Decals/stickers 50¢ (includes postage): [_] VAL SURF, (_] VAL SURF Skate, 
CHILDREN — Sizes: S(6-8), Mi(10-12), L(14-16) OSs Ls cot SOMOL Pray For Surf, (] Bing, [] G&S ( Hansen, Hobie, 
Styles: Available in short sleeve only (€) $4.50 25. Val Surf Skbd. Capital (] SS TC SOMOUL XL O'Neill, () Road Rider ) tracker] Aloha Hawaii, () Hang 5 
GIRL’S HALTERS (H) — S, M, L $4.25 26. Fibreflex Skbds. L] SS (JC LS SOOMEJLDIXL Huntington, ( Pair foot prints, (] Kanvas by Katin, (] Lightning 
The styles of shirts that are available with a given design are | 27. (NotShown) Surfboards by Bolt Hawaii, (-] Surfer, (] Skateboarder Mag., () G&S Fibreflex. 
indicated after design title and ONLY THOSE STYLES. If desired, Bing [) G&S (] Hobie (J Lightning Bolt ah CLOTH PATCHES $1.50 (includes postage): (_] VAL SURF, [_] Keep 
list first three color preferences for shirts, sandals. sane ee On az aiirete . st a tO ‘ on Suny ‘d Rather Be Sant ‘ eval Pair foot prints, 
leoprene sole, strap: urf's up. alifornia, ateboarder 
FO aISTHIGSSGUSIAIG necessary: OsoMoOLoxt — (J one color $9.95, two color $12.95, three color Complete brochure of additional T-Shirts, O'Neill Wet Suits, 
2. Cadillac Wheels] SSC] LSC SSHMOLOXL $15 95 DECKERS (Neoprene sole, nylon straps) Lightning skateboards & accessories 50¢. 
3. Bahne Skbds. (] SSC] LST C SCIMCJLEIXL Bolts $15.95; STYLED STEER (leather) $9.95; Hawaiian o= Ski equipment now available at Val Surf North Hollywood 
i Ski Stoned, (also: [-) Ski Bare Slaps (grass mat/rubber sole, velveteen straps) $4.95 Shoe size 7 4807 Whitsett Avenue 
Boras a raee ae, LICENSE PLATE FRAMES: (] U.S.A. Surfing; [3 California, I'd aisha ha 
8 aly (also [] Coors (] Michelob eee Surtng; ie. Skateboarding (not shown) (] Set of . 
ZF aD Ae VISIR CARTS -90, rame $2.95. ) - 
7 SS Bue eerie) 88 ony CSOMOILCIXE  LEASHES: CJ cinch up $2.50; [) velcro $4.50; €) power cord $7.50; Sree eo uvely 
5 Huntington Beach (] Trestles) box screw attachment $1.95; (] ‘‘Stick It’ deck mounting (213) 888-6488 . 
Ossiic BS SCIMEILEOXL — gwinr Fins, CHURCHILL SURFER: [J soft blade $19.95: [ sti 
g New oval) SS 8 c eM et blade $22.95. Shoe Size ____: [1 Fin Tethers $3.95. 
10. Freedom otsoec SFIMMLOXL BOOKS: [] The Skateboard Book $3.95: Skateboard Handbook PLEASE SEND MAIL ORDERS TO: 
at tae ee eae iISmIMGILEIXE — Seo: Cl Surrenon fel Siding Rhoto Annuali$2i00, Surf. Guideito Val Su Box 4003 -—North Hollywood CA 91607 
Hs au eu flere asst) is rT SSHMGLOXL (J Cal. or () Hawaii $2.95; ] Skateboard Repair Manual $2.50. 
a Ogden ne 10 J aa cot ; s c SSMGUGIXL VISES: ata ee $5.06) iVAL Suee Floral $3.50; [) Plain color 
c sie ; .90; (2 “Cat Ha POSTAGE & HANDLING Please add per ‘tem USA 50c surface 
14 pace Sea Shell |} TD only DSOMOLCIXL | eather w/surt design () Belt $7.95 waist : DJ wallet $6.95; $1 00 air Foreign 75¢ surlace $2.00 air 
15. ae cute HTD SOMOLOXL key ring $1.95 [[] Skate design also. Enclose check or money order (foreign payable with international money 
16 Tracker Trucks [1 | i Hy F s vie LFXL Five Summer Stories Soundtrack (] Record ((] 8-track $6.50. order) S plus postage & handling (Cal residents add 6°o 
17. Spinnin Wheels SA c ISEMEILEIXL (© Going Surfin’ Soundtrack Record $6.50 j sales tax! $ total S 
18. New Devntill Ravarts SS oc oso MMLOXL ©] VAL SURF Wax, [] 10 for $3.95 [_] cool (] cold () tropical DEALER INQUIRIES ACCEPTED 
49 California Skbd. aS olsos SMMC Ax qj Ding Tape $1.95; (J Wet Suit repair glue $1.50. Name - 
90. Sun Skateboarder [ 1s80) ist C OsOMe LAXL SKIMBOARDS, $19.95: ( Resin/wood (_ Plexiglass iNddrose 
21. Val Surf Sleeve (] LS only CISCIMEILEXL MOREY BOOGIES: [] Large $49, (] small $26 City 














State Zip 
To insure immediate delivery, pay wath money order, careluly read coupon, and gwe 2nd 


choices wherever possible 
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IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED! 


Bennett Pro Ad-Trak, Sims Giant Slaloms 











LAM. FIBERGLASS (kick tail), California Slaloms, Turbo Pros 


CPAa ETS: 
+ 77 
ete, 7 









| 
| 
ALUMINUM (kick t&n), X-Caliber Springs, Power Paw X-larges 


of one board, two trucks, four wheels, two pads & tape (if desired), 
and the appropriate postage ... No additional charge for assem- 
bling. If desired, list first three board color preferences (substitu- 
tion may still be necessary) & truck hole pattern for board only 


PLEASE NOTE: The price of a complete skateboard is the sum total 


orders. 
BOARDS ONLY (BLANKS) 
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[-] VAL SURF laminated fi 





VAL SURF heat pressed fiberglass, grip deck, solid colors: 
0 24’) 27” (30 $9.95; [-] Surfer or [] Hawaiian 
Floral Prints (not shown)—$12.95. 

erglass, grip deck, abstract coloring (no 




















P.0. Box 4003 
North Hollywood, CA 916( 
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MOST COMPLETE 
SKATEBOARD CENTER” 


FREE T-SHIRT of your choice with purchase of a complete 












GAN EARTH SKI, ACS ‘'650's’’ Rolls Royce Banzais 


UCKS each (2 needed per board) 























“THE SKATEBOARDER’S 
ORIGINAL AND DEPENDABLE 
MAIL ORDER SINCE 1962... 
OFTEN COPIED, NEVER 


DUPLICATED” 


: wie 


| 
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d Rider 4's 


Pittsburgh, OJ 





BAHNE, Bahne +150's, Cadillac DK-51’s 





LAM: FIBERGLASS (kick t&n), Pittsburghs, Road Rider #4’s 


MAHOGANY WOOD, Trackers, Sims Competitions 





















































































































































two alike): [-] 24” [j 27” () flat (1) kick tail, (] kick 
nose & tail (25” only)—$15.95. 











(OVAL SURF aluminum (highest grade, won't bend), solid ano- 








dized colors: [_] 24” 
nose & tail—$17.95. 
VAL SURF mahogany wood, grip deck: 24”) 27”-$8.95, 


30” () 32” [(-}36—$10.95, [] 40” $12.95. 


27” [] flat (2 kick tail] kick 









































GORDON & SMITH: FIBREFLEX, wood/fiberglass laminations, 








gr 








ip taped, 





26” Rocker, 








[] 28” Camber, 





25” or 














$26.95, 

















27” kick tail—$24.95, (] 26” or [] 29” C 
28” Henry Hester Model (wider)—$28.95; 


WARPED TAIL Stacy Peralta Model (ash wood), [_] 





$17.95, [[) 27”—-$19.95, 


[) 29”—$21.95, [] 32”— 





utaway— 


25""— 
$23.95. 


OW 
{I 





BAHNE, pressed fiberglass, 





24”) 27”—$16.95. 





LOGAN EARTH SKI, oak wo 


od, [ 





25” 





27”) 29", 





[J flat—$15.95, [) kick tail—$18.95. 





SURF polypropy 


(Following boards not shown): 





ene pi 





astic, 24”—$5.95. 


BANZAI, aluminum, kick nose & tail—$15.95. 


SIMS, ash wood, grip deck, [_] 


30”) 


36” 





() 44”-$16.95. 





HOBIE, laminated fiberglass, [-] 24” [_] 27”—$19.95; 

(2) 28” Mike Weed Model —$25.95. 

(| WEBER PERFORMER, 27”, (_] Camber Flex, laminated fiber- 
glass—$18.95, [] Woody kick tail—$21.95. 

[J SANTA CRUZ, wood/fiberglass laminations, grip taped, 

(2 26%” (1) 28%") Kick Tail, ([] Cutaway—$24.95. 

[5] “ZEPHYR,” molded/pressed fiberglass, 27”, [_] rocker, 


(7 rocker/kick tail—$27.95. 






















































































ACCESSORIES 

(CO BENNETT: [[] Hijacker 5” axle—$6.50, Pro 5%” axle— Wrenches (truck style ____-):_ [] Flat—50¢, 
$8.95, [-] Pro Ad-Trak 65%” axle-$10.50 (Pro & Ad-Trak [] Socket “T’—$1.95, [) 4-Way Socket-$2.95, L] “‘Su- 
take precision wheels only). per Wrench” —$4.50. 

(-] TRACKER—$10.95, HAF TRAK—$10.50. Elevator shock pads, each: yyr—50¢, %”—-$1.00, 

( X-CALIBER: Standard—$3.50, Galaxy—$3.95, [ “Rad Pad"—$4.95. 

{J Competition Brass—$5.95, [_] Spring—$10.95, new Grip tape per foot; widths; [_] 1-256, CD 2”-50¢, Si 
Pro—$6.95. 75¢, 4”—$1.00, 6”—$1.50. 

(2 BAHNE: [] Standard—$5.95, [] Wide Model 150 (takes pre- Ball bearings, loose, 2¢ each, No.________, [_] Preci- 
cision wheels only)—$9.95. sion bearings, each, $1.25, No._______. “Nose 
ACS: [[] “500"—$5.95, [7] ‘“650"—$8.95. Bumper—$1.95. (] “Tracks” length_______ $13.95. 

(J PITTSBURGH—$9.95. [[] CALIFORNIA SLALOM—$7.95. Wheel extenders, fits 5/16” axles, Prec., or ([] Ball, 

[1 SURE GRIP—$3.95. [] CHICAGO—$3.50. [-] GULL WING- $15.95, $2.25 pair. x bea i 

WHEELS, each (4 needed per board) [-] Complete brochure of additional T-shirts, O'Neill Wet Suits, 

; skateboards & accessories—50¢. 


Precision Wheels (price includes 2 precision bearings & spacer) 








ROAD RIDER: #2 slick—$4.50, #4 stoker—$6.50, 




















( #6 tall/double recess—$7.50, [_] Henry Hester—$6.95. 




















PLEASE SEND MAIL ORDERS 


TO: 


VAL SURF, P.O. BOX 4003, NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CA 91607 






















































































stoker—$3.50. 











POWER PAW: 





[-] small—$2.00, [1] large—$3.50. 








DEALER INQUIRIES ACCEPT 






(SIMS PURE JUICE: Competition, (() Bowl Rider— 

$6.95, [[) Giant Slalom (DOUBLE RECESS, FITS ON WIDE (213) 769-6977 

TRUCKS ONLY)—$7.50. r C.0.D. Phone Orders Accepted—No Collect Calls Please 

OJ: [[] Slalom—$6.50, [7] Super Juice—$7.95 4 
[-] BENNETT ALLIGATOR -—$7.50. POSTAGE & HANDLING: Please add U.S.A skateboards and/or 
=] CADILLAC: [-] DK 38-$4.25, DK 51 [J blue or trucks w/wheels $2.50 surface, $4.50 air; wheels or trucks only 

[] tangerine-$6.25. $1.50 surface, $2.50 air; T-shirts or accessories 50¢ surface, $1 air. 
[1] POWER PAW: [[] small-$4.50, [] large—$6.50, FOREIGN—skateboards and/or trucks w/wheels $5 surface, $22 air; 

[J Xlarge—$7.95. wheels or trucks only $3 surface, $5 air; T-shirts or accessories $1 
(C2) ROLLS ROYCE: [-] Waimea-$5.95, [[) Banzai—$7.50.[] Cobra—Surface, $2 air. : , 
[J CALIFORNIA TURBO: (_] slick—$4.50, [[] Pro-$6.50. $5.95. Enclosed check or money order (foreign payable with international 
[_] WEBER PERFORMER: [_] slick—$3.95, [_] stoker—$5.50. money order): $. eos plus postage and handling (Cal. 
[-] YANDALL-$6.95. [[] ROLLER SPORT STOKER—$6.25. residents add 6% sales tax) $ _=total 
(L) OMNI COMP—$5.95. (Alligator, Road Rider +6, & Turbos ——_—_—— 
won't fit on Chicago, Sure Grip, or X-Caliber.) Name 
Loose Ball Wheels aS ee aT > een 
(] ROLLER SPORT: [-] Tuit—99¢, [) Mark IV-$1.50, Nee a aw 

LD Racing Slick—$1.75, Big Wheel-$1.25, [[] Stok- 

er—$3.50. City == oe) AE a bse 
[] CADILLAC: [7] reg.—$1.50, [] flex slick—$2.50, [(] flex State 
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THE LUXURY 


THAT COMES FROM BUYING THE BEST... 
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BENNETT 
TRUCKS 
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A skateboard should deliver everything you pay for. 
Nobody makes a better board than the new Maplewood Core Jaguars. 


The New Jaguar Maplewood Core Skateboards: 
34” CAMBER — $25.95 28” CAMBER — $23.95 26” KICKTAIL — $23.95 
TIGER ENTERPRISES 
2702 COUNTRY CLUB BLVD., STOCKTON, CALIFORNIA, CA 95204 [209] 464-2971 
in Japan contact: BERG SPORTS © 1-6 Kyobashi Chuo-Ku e Tokyo, Japan ¢ Phone 03-281-3710 


Manufacturers suggested retail prices of boards only. 
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Due to aa forest in es and Skatepark Constructors’ role as 

the leading designers, builders and operators of skateparks, we have created an 
opportunity for private investors who wish to participate in this field of a growing 

recreational industry. Not only does the skatepark ownership provide an 

excellent financial return, but also affords a high degree of personal enjoyment 

and involvement to those who believe in providing our youth a means of more 

safely pursuing this exciting new sport. 
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Skatepark Constructors offers a 
full range of investor services. 


¢ Preliminary Services 
Economics—Site—Financing 
Planning—Design—Engineering 
Construction and Quality Control 
in all states * Warranty Service 
Proven Insurance Program 
Promotional and Publicity 
Contests—Demos—Schools 
Management programs and 
training * Pro Shop Services 
Leaseback and Guarantee Programs 





Skatepark Constructors has 

7 parks in various phases of 
completion... will yours be 
number 8? For more information, 
call or write: 
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1S UNIOQUL 


Torque surpasses the accepted concept of high performance in skateboard design. 


Our standard of excellence shows why. 





High-density foam core: we invented it; we 
still make the best. 

Every board is laid up by hand: 100% cus- 
tom made for flawlessness. 

40 layers of fiberglass: five on the top, five 
on the bottom for strength and resilience. 
Non-skid deck: 100% textured fiberglass 
for safety. 


100% inlaid rubber edging: acts as a 
bumper to protect your board against 
splintering or shattering. 


Interchangeable wheels: choose from 
sealed bearing GP’ or standard GP2, and 
other major top-of-the-line wheels and 
trucks. 


TORQU= 
Manufacturing Company 


712 N. 34th « Seattle, WA 98103 ° (206) 632-5700 


cee} §=—615910 VENTURA BLVD. » SUITE 800 
aaa als §ENCINO, CA 91436 « (213) 990-3316 


Each individual part contributes to the excellence of a Torque 
board, but our polyurethane foam core is what makes for a new and 
truly unique experience in skateboard riding. It gives the Torque a 
quickness and snap unequalled by any other skateboard. We spent 
many hundreds of man hours in developing, testing and perfecting 
our product so that we could provide serious skateboarders with the 
fastest and most responsive board on the market. 


Dealers 


Torque manufactures and distributes a full line of skateboard 
products for the discriminating skater. All inquiries welcomed, New 
dealers contact Jack Armstrong for details of our special program. 


© ©-6'©® © 


3 models: 24" Hawk Kicktail, 
27" Freestyle, 
28" Pro Slalom. 
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ASSOCIATION REPORTS 


The Pro/Am Skateboard Racing 
Association and the Pacific Skateboard 
Association held the 1976 (2nd Annual) 
Hang Ten World Pro Skateboard 
Championships at the Carlsbad Skatepark 
on September 18/19, 1976. The event was 
jointly sanctioned and endorsed by the two 
associations, and we would like to thank the 
Pacific Skateboard Association for their 
tremendous support. A very special note of 
thanks and appreciation goes to Bill Gabriel 
and Sue Hickman of Hang Ten for their 
support and sponsorship of the event. ABC 
Wide World of Sports filmed the event for 
national television viewing (keep an eye on 
your T.V. Guide for the airing date). We 
would like to thank all the staff and crew of 
ABC for the great job they did and for the 
invaluable exposure they are giving the 
sport; and John O'Malley and Jack Graham 
of the Carlsbad Skatepark for the 
“Skateboard Utopia’’ they created. 

The World Championships were a big 
success and an exciting event, with the top 
pro skaters in the world taking part. In the 
Team Competition on Saturday, one of the 
most exciting events was the cross-country 
relay held in the bowls area. A unique 
course set by Curtis Hesselgrave was 
designed to utilize and show the best of the 
skaters’ abilities and skills. Six teams 
competed in the Team Competition with 
Santa Cruz taking first place in the overall 
standings. 

Sunday's Individual World Titles were 
equally exciting. The top 16 men and 8 
women pros competed for hundreds of 
dollars in prize money and for the World 
Titles. What a treat it was having all these top 
skaters in one place to demonstrate their 
skills and extraordinary skating abilities. 

The first event of the day was the head-to- 
head dual slalom. Big H, (Henry Hester) 
skating for G&S Fibreflex, took first place, 
retaining his title for the second year ina 
row. ‘Mad Dog”’ (Tony) Alva, skating for 
Logan Earth Ski, took second place. This 
was really an exciting finals, with Henry and 
Tony racing for that first place. Bob Piercy, 
skating for Brewer, took third, and had the 
fastest time of the day (6.246) in the first 
advance, moving him into the semi-finals. 
Bob is an expert skier, and his skill in this 
sport has helped him to be one of the top 
slalom skaters in the world today. The 
women's division of the dual slalom put Kim 
Cespedes, skating for Hobie, in first place; 
Ellen Oneal, G&S Fibreflex, in second; and 
Laura Thornhill, Logan Earth Ski, in third. 
These girls proved once again that 
skateboarding is not just a man’s sport. 

As we moved to the next event, Papa Doo 
Run Run entertained the crowd with 
memorable songs like ‘Sidewalk Surfing” 
and ‘‘California Girls.’ 

The next event was the two-part freestyle 





(bowls and flat surface). Each skater’s 
routine was choreographed to their choice 
of music. The bowls division was first, with 
outstanding performances from all the 
skaters. A dynamic routine by Gregg 
Weaver, Hobie, got him a standing ovation 
from the spectators and skaters as well. The 
flat-surface routines were skillfully executed 
by all contestants. Chris Chaput performed 
an excellent routine, demonstrating his finely 
tuned control and gymnastic skills. In the 
Women's Division, Ellen Oneal was in top 
form, doing a beautiful routine that exhibited 
control, agility, skill and full “California Girl’’ 
charm. 

The scores from the two divisions were 
added together to determine the winners. 
The judges had quite a time deciding the 
winners for this event! Bruce Logan, of 
Logan Earth Ski, took first place, retaining 
his title for the second year in a row. Bruce's 
bowl routine was one of the finest of the day. 
Bruce executed a near-flawless flat-surface 
routine, showing us what 15 years of skating 
can develop. Bruce uses no props in his 
routines and only one skateboard. His 
concentration and skill can be clearly seen 
when watching this man perform. He is one 
of the original ‘‘Fathers”’ of freestyle skating. 
Tony Alva took second place and Mike 
Weed, skating for Hobie, took third. Mike 
clearly reflects his outstanding surfing ability 
in his skating, exhibiting his keen sense of 
balance, skill, control and a highly polished 
routine. 

Laura Thornhill took first place in the 
women’s division of the freestyle. Kathy 
Bomeister, of Logan Earth Ski, took second 
as a result of her fine performances; and 
Robin Logan, of Logan Earth Ski, took third. 
Robin is a member of the ‘First Family” of 
skateboarding, and it’s plain to see how her 
brothers’ abilities have influenced her, for 
Robin is a fine skater and a great 
sportswoman. 

The last event of the day was the downhill, 
run on the new downhill speed run. Mike 
Williams, skating for Turner/HPG, took first 
place with a winning time of 11.488 
seconds; John Hutson, of Santa Cruz 
Skateboards, took second with a time of 
11.611 seconds; and Bob Skoldberg, of 
Hobie, took third-place with a time of 11.855 
seconds. 

The overall male World Champion Title 
was won by Tony Alva, of Logan Earth Ski, 
showing fine, aggressive performances in 
each event in his full ‘Mad Dog” style. The 
female World Champion Title was won by 
Laura Thornhill, of Logan Earth Ski; and she 
well deserved it. Laura has the control, 
ability, skill and style of a real pro, and is 
truly one of the top skateboarders in the 
world today. 

We would like to thank all the skaters who 
participated in this event, without whose 
support it would not have been possible. 

The Pro/AM SRA proposes to do five 
amateur and five pro competitions in the 
next year. We are looking for adequate 
recreational facilities at which to hold these 
competitions that are good proving grounds 
for the skaters’ abilities, and around which 


we can set up a point system that will be a 
valid criterion for the major championships 
at the end of the year. Any information on 
such facilities or sponsors should be 
directed to the Pro/Am Skateboard Racing 
Association, P.O. Box 578, Dana Point, CA 
92629. TOM PADACA/JEAN MARKELL 


[POAVA\ 


The Professional Skateboard Association 
of America has been formed to fill a large 
void in professional skateboarding. The 
PSAA can and will produce competitions of 
major importance throughout the United 
States and Canada. 

We also intend to upgrade the 
professional skater to the status of other 
professional athletes. 

The PSAA was originally started to 
produce the LONG BEACH WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIPS. Because of the 
overwhelming success of that contest, we 
saw the need for a professional organization 
like ours to devote full time to the needs of 
professional skaters.and professional 
competitions. 

Although the PSAA has only been active 
for the last six months, we offer the following 
achievements as proof that we have much 
to offer the future of skateboarding— 

- Institution of standardized professional 
rules and mandatory freestyle 
compulsories, freestyle routines to 
music, and uniforms to upgrade the 
image of the sport of skateboarding and 
the athletes. 

- Ability and experience to attract the 
public to the sport of skateboarding, 
which is the first step toward elevating 
skateboarding into a major spectator 
sport. 12,500 attended the Long Beach 
World Championships and over 200,000 
people saw skateboarding exhibitions 
produced by the PSSA. 

- Delivery of the best-run, as well as 
attended, contest in skateboarding 
history, due to an overwhelming amount 
of favorable media coverage from 
television, radio and the press. 

+ Distribution of $20,000 in prize monies, 
more than all the other monies offered 
by all the other associations combined 
to date. 

The Professional Skateboard Association 
of America recognizes the fact that other 
associations exist and serve a useful 
purpose. We would like to take this time to 
thank the United States Skateboard 
Association and the Pacific Skateboard 
Association for their cooperation in helping 
us produce the ‘‘Super Bowl”’ of 
skateboarding, the California Free Former 
World Professional Skateboard 
Championships. 

Starting in January 1977, we will open 
membership to all skaters and 
manufacturers who believe, like us, that 
skateboarding is here to stay; but more 
importantly, that it should soon take its place 
among other major sports not only in this 
nation, or even this hemisphere, but 
throughout the world. DON E. BRANKER 
PRESIDENT 
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New long-sleeve 
A SKATEBOARDER 
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B. SKATEBOARDER Magazine 
17" x 22" 2-color Poster 


C. Tunnel Vision 24” x 22” 
B/W Graphic 


. Order Coupon Mark appropriate box. 
Dec | a © r [] One year of Skateboarder (6 issues bi-monthly) 
[_] Foreign subscription 


t at , [| The Skateboarder T-shirt (short sleeve) 
A SKATEBOARDER subscription (1 year, 6 issues), (color substitutions may be necessary) 
along with a short-sleeved SCATEBOARDER T-shirt, COLOR: [] blue [yellow []sand SIZE: []Sm. (]M [Jt [XL 


i Skateboarder Decal 
and a decal, all for $11.00 (a $12.50 value). Foreign H Bre eee ee rao ine 


$14, freight included. [] Skateboarder T-shirt (long sleeve) 
(color substitutions may be necessary) 
COLOR: [] blue [Jyellow []sand SIZE: (]Sm. (]M (JL [()XL 


POSTERS 


[] A. Speed Flow 
(| B. Skateboarder 
[_] C. Tunnel Vision 
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Send with check or money order to: Skateboarder Magazine 
P.O. Box 1028, Dana Point, CA 92629 (Use convenient envelope in each issue). 








Judge Their Trucks By Our Trucks. 





OAK STREET, INC. 

1088 S. Coast Highway 

Laguna Beach, California 92651 
yee CY Ey ext.) 

Dealer inquiries invited. 


Oak St. the symbol of quality and performance 


Sure-Grip Loose Ball Truck 
4%" axle width 
We started it all with this most copied truck in the world.* 
Most new skateboard trucks use Sure-Grips’ perfect 
geometry in designing their models. Many skateboarders 
with new wider trucks still change to Sure-Grip bases when 
their cheap plastic bases break. 


The New Sure-Grip Wide Precision Truck 
5" axle 
If you were lucky enough to get Sure-Grip trucks on your 
first skateboard,* we bet they are still working. The bases, 
cones, rubbers and other parts have been proven in years of 
trouble free service. Now those of you who choose bigger, 
wider, precision performance can get the quality of ‘Grips’ 
on your precision skateboard. 


Oak Street Loose Ball Truck 
5%" axle 
When your sophisticated level of skateboard performance 
demanded taller, wider trucks we developed the Oak Street 

Truck with perfect Sure-Grip geometry and quality. This 
great new skateboard truck offers long lasting loose ball 

performance* plus the adaptability of precision bearing 

performance. 


Oak Street Wide Precision Truck 
Viva 
This extra-wide truck is the ultimate truck for racing and 
freestyle competition. The durability and performance of 
this truck are incomparable. Put ‘“Oaks’’ under your board 
for the greatest ride that you'll ever have. 


“Beware Of The Great Cone Nut Put On. 
You've probably seen how all of the ‘new’ trucks eat cone 
nuts alive. We don’t want our competitors to know all of 
our secrets, but Sure-Grip and Oak Street have solved the 
cone nut problem with finer thread, stronger axles which 
allow thicker cone nuts to be used that last up to ten times 
longer. Those of you with precision trucks beware of the 

latest precision bearing rip off also. Remember, you can 
trust Sure-Grip/Oak Streets’ vast engineering know-how to 
solve all of your skateboard problems. 


Our newest location: 
OAK STREET NORTH 
1113 Cherry Ridge Road 

Sebastopol, California 95472 
(707) 823-1157 
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THE CENTER 
by Curtis Hesselgrave 


INTRO 


The previous article on relaxation, 
this one, and the next two articles are 
based on principles of coordination of 
mind and body, developed by a man 
named Koichi Tohei. Mr. Tohei is 
Japanese, and a 10th degree Black 
Belt in Aikido, the newest (about 50 
years old) of the Japanese martial arts. 
He is also founder of the Ki Society 
International. The Ki Society is located 
in many major cities in the United 
States, especially on the West Coast, 
and has classes available in the 
fundamentals of coordination of mind 
and body. They are available through 
the telephone directory. 


THE CENTER 

Your body has a center of gravity. So 
what? Well, you would find it pretty 
strange to move around if it didn’t. 
When your center moves, all of you 
moves. That’s a pretty simple 
statement to make, and pretty logical 
too. But the difference between your 
moving and not knowing about your 
center, and knowing about it, makes a 
world of difference. 

First off, your center is located about 
two-inches below your navel, and 
about an inch in. It’s slightly different 
on everybody because body types 
vary. You can find yours by standing 
with both feet flat on the ground, arms 
loosely at your sides, and bouncing 
your body loosely up and down about 
five times, using your knees to bounce 
you (get used to using your knees to 
move your body mass). If you do this 
relaxed, you will feel like you are 
settling down to your hip area, since 
your center is in the middle of your 
hips—you have now found your center 
of gravity. 

Now what does ail this have to do 
with skateboarding and safety? Just 
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this; if you begin to consciously move 
from your center (hips), all your 
movement will become: (1) easier, (2) 
more efficient, (3) more controlled, (4) 
more stable. Why? Because if your 
center moves, your whole body moves. 

Let’s take, for example, the simplest 
of turns: frontside and backside, right 
and left turns. Whether you stand surf 
style, one foot forward and one foot 
back, or ski style, both feet together, 
parallel, if you want to turn right or left, 
you are going to be moving your center 
(hips) in the direction of the turn. The 
best way to see this for yourself is to 
simply watch yourself as you skate. 
You will feel yourself move your hips to 
do things. It doesn’t matter what it is 
you are doing. If you notice, you will 
feel your hips moving. Now they may 
not feel like they’re moving very much, 
and it might not seem to be nearly as 
effective as what your arms are doing, 
but remember, if your hips move one 
inch, the whole mass of your body 
moves one inch, and that has a large 
effect on what happens. 

OK, how can we take these ideas 
and make them functional for skating? 
First, begin by noticing that your body 
moves from the center. Begin to relax, 
as we talked about in the last issue. 
When you relax, it is easier to find the 
feeling of where your body moves 
from. Second, now that you can feel 
your center (hips) moving to move all 





of you, begin to do it on purpose. Get 
yourself to skate, thinking of moving 
your hips to get things going. This 
works for everything, from beginning 
turns to advanced freestyle and 
downhill. For example, when 
performing simple turns down a hill, 
when you turn backside, it feels like 
you are sitting down. What you're 
doing is moving your hips (center) to 
the rear and bending your knees 
(lowering your center). When you turn 
frontside, it is not quite as evident 
because your upper body leans out a 
bit more, so that it seems that you are 
turning from your shoulders; but if the 


center doesn’t also move, you won't 
turn. You can try this for yourself by 
riding along and bending at the waist. 
Keep your hips over the board. You'll 
find that you don’t turn very much, if at 
all. So what this means is that more 
than just your upper body is doing the 
turning. 





Author Curtis Hesselgrave leaning into a high- 
speed giant slalom run. ‘‘When you turn 
frontside, it (the moving center) is not quite 

as evident, because your upper body leans 
out a bit more so that it seems that you are 
turning from your shoulders; but if the center 
doesn’t also move, you won't turn.”’ 


All the top skaters will tell you that 
for maximum performance, you must 
keep your weight over your board. This 
not only increases performance, but 
also lessens the chance of spinning 
out. Your center of gravity is just that— 
itis the center of mass, or weight, of 
the body. If you watch a good slalom 
racer, you will notice that his middle 
goes as straight down the hill as 
possible, and his legs and board go out 
and around the cones. His center is 
taking the fastest line down the hill, and 
that's what makes him fast. 

When doing kick turns, notice that 
you have to move your hips to get the 
board to turn; if you don’t move them, 
the board won't turn sideways, it will 
just go up and down. Even just getting 
the front wheels off the ground in a kick 
turn, you have to move your center 
Over the back trucks or it becomes 
super difficult. 

So you can see from these 
examples, and also from your own 
skating, that movement of the center is 
the main thing that is going on. All the 
other movements of your body start 
from your center. This plays a big part 
in safety because you are more in 
control of your motion when you know 
where it starts from. The more in 
control you are—the safer your skating 


will be. 
® 











The cS: Weedies- 


Everything You’ve Wanted Or Needed In A Weed Board?! 


G&S Woodies 


Our wood boards are made from solid %4"’ red oak. They come with 
a clean, beveled edge, lacquer finish, the G & S emblem branded on 
the bottom, and non-skid decking on the top. We make four sizes 
(25", 27’, 29"’, 32’) in both the flat and Stacy Peralta warp tail. 
The outside lines allow for a full nose for wheelies and tricks, and a 
medium width that is comfortable without being too wide. The 
G & S Woodies are available with any combination of Bennett or 
Tracker trucks and Road Rider, Yandall, Sims Pure Juice, Power 
Paw or O.J. wheels. 


Stacy Peralta, an idealistic bank and pool specialist, uses and 
endorses his wood warp-tail model for banks, pools, parks and 
freestyle. The Peralta Warp Tail is in between a flat and a kicktail, 
and is just enough to hold your foot securely without trapping it. 
Stacy recommends Haftrack trucks and Sims Pure Juice wheels. 


It’s all available now through your local skateboard dealer. 


Four sizes in flats and warp tails. 


GORDON & SMITH 
SO OUD 


5465 Gaines St. 
San Diego, Calif. 92110 (714) 297-3892 
A Christ Centered Company 
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You can subscribe to 
6 hot, action-packed 
issues for only $6 
($7 foreign) and 
receive them by mail. 
Send your name, 
address, zip and 
check or money 
order to: 
SKATEBOARDER MAGAZINE 
Box 1028, Dana Point 
California 92629 
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TIPS 


“HARVEY AND GO-CAT’”’ 
by Henry Hester 


This is a story of two world-class 
professional slalom racers; one made 
good, and the other, although being 
invited to all the races, practicing 
constantly, and using all of the latest 
equipment, didn’t. We'll name our 
fictional characters Harvey and Go- 
Cat. Harvey and Go-Cat raced 
together all of the time, and both were 
equally fast. Both used the same 
stance, the same board, but one thing 
they didn’t share was the same 
attitude. You see, this is also a story 
about attitude. Harvey found out that 
the key to speed and success was the 
right attitude. 

Harvey, in his younger days, had 
been beaten badly in just about every 
sport he attempted; swimming, 
football, and motorcycle racing, to 
name a few. He knew that he had the 
physical ability, but there was 
something that the winners had that he 
didn't. They seemed to possess an 
attitude—an attitude of winning. They 
were thinkers. So Harvey's next sport 
was skateboard racing, and this 
attitude was the thing he would work 
on the most. 

Quickly back to Go-Cat. Go-Cat had 
amazing talent. He could ride all types 
of slalom courses; long, short, wide 
and narrow. He had the push start, the 
quick pump, the fast finish. He had all 
these things. He lacked only two 
things—positive attitude and trophies. 
We all know that trophies come with 
winning, but what we don't know is that 
winning comes with positive attitude. 
Hank Kashiwa’s coach called it ‘fire 
and determination.’’ Hank is a top pro 
ski racer. 

What is all this mumbo jumbo about 
attitude? What is attitude? Where do 
you get it? What does it feel like? 

Positive attitude is pretty much 
positive thought. While racing on a 


skateboard, let’s say you're thinking 
about certain cones, your hand 
position, where your feet are on your 
board—all of this breaks away from the 
basic. The basic is that you are moving 
from point A to point B. You aren't just 
trying to make it around the hard cone 
in the middle of the course. What you 
are doing is projecting yourself, as a 
whole (not that arm or this leg), from 
the start to the finish. 





“Harvey called it the ‘moving-head theory.’ 
and it worked.'' Author Henry Hester. 
lacking neither the positive attitude nor the 
trophies, enjoying an abstract illustration of 
what “Vulcan Mind Transfer’ can do for 
you. Photo: Bolster. 


“Wait,’’ says Go-Cat, “how can you 
make the course if you're not thinking 
about each cone?” 

“Ahhh, good question,”’ said our 
friend Harvey. ‘‘All of that is taken care 
of in practice.” 

You see, Harvey didn't use his 
“Vulcan mind transfer’ during 
practice. He was too busy learning the 
course, learning the physical outlay of 
the ground, and learning his 
equipment. He wanted to know exactly 
what the course was going to do. But 
when the real racing started, it was a 
different story. He thought of only one 
thing—projecting himself forward— 
reaching out with his mind, conscious 
of his head and mind moving, moving 
faster and faster. Harvey called it the 
“moving-head theory,’’ and it worked. 
Harvey found that he could beat guys 
like Go-Cat who were really faster than 
he was. 

Harvey thought to himself—maybe 
I'm going overboard. Maybe this mind ° 
transfer stuff is all hogwash. Maybe I’m 
just real fast and that’s it. But then 
Harvey looked back on all the 
contests—Sydney, Paris, and the one 
in St. Louis, all of these were won by 
only thousandths of seconds. Maybe, 
he thought, just maybe positive attitude 
and the moving-head theory were the 
refined secrets to his success. 8 








Congratulations to Tony Alva, Laura Thornhill, and Bruce 
Logan for winning the 2nd Annual Hang Ten Contest. Laura 
and Tony winning overall World Titles. Tony placing 2nd in free- 
style, 2nd in slalom. Laura placed 1st in freestyle and 3rd in 
slalom, and for the 2nd year in a row, Bruce won the freestyle 
title, and 2nd overall, and THEY DID IT ON LOGAN BOARDS. 


LOGANGS™ 


We equip our boards with the finest trucks and wheels available 
on the market today; names like Road Rider, OJ’s, Cadillac, 


Trackers, Haf-Tracks, Bennetts, Bennett Pro, you know these 
names; we don’t need to tell you any more about them. For 
further information, contact your nearest dealer or write di- 
rectly to: 


Logan Earth Ski 


742 Suite Q - Solana Beach, CA 92075 
(714) 755-5452 
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Graham and O’Malley present: 


Fountain 


Valley 


Skatepark 


ee 

<, 

aT A new one acre skateboard park 
x?) featuring a pro shop, concessions anda 


Located in the Recreation Center, 
Fountain Valley, California. 


Opening in March. 











SKATEPARK DEVELOPMENT 


Graham and O/Malley’s long awaited manual on developing 
skateparks for maximum fun, safety, acceptability and profits. 
The builders of Carlsbad—and the foremost skatepark de- 
signers in the country—have put together a MUST for anyone 
interested in being early in the coming boom in skateparks. 
Covers everything from site selection through economic feasi- 


bility, engineering, construction, zoning, right up to profitable 
park operation. Order your copy now trom: 


SKATEPARK PUBLICATIONS 
P.O. Box 1858 
La Jolla, CA 92038 


Price $200.00—Your remittance must accompany your order. 











Graham and O’Malley present: 


Highrider 
= i, Skateboard 
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A new skateboard park featuring 
a retail and amusement center. 

Located at 8454 Southeast 86th 
Avenue, Mercer Island, Washington. 
Phone (206) 232-2542. 


Opening in January. 
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e Phantom Black e Sizzle Red e Banshee Blue e Grizzly Green e Screamer Purple 
e@ Banzai Gold e Flamin’ Orange 


Send For our 


BANZAI ALUMINUM SKATEBOARDS 
757 NO. CONEY AVE. AZUSA, CA 91702 Banzai GMR Skateboard With 


Flamin’ Orange Tornado II Wheels 
Dealer Inquiries Invited (213) 334-9393 and Phantom Black Trucks 
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Find out why Tom Sims’ new ProSlalom is called Quicksilver? . 
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ride it for ten days. You'll discover the liveliest, most 
responsive board you’ve ever ridden or we'll buy it back. 


Dear Mr. Sims, 


| would like to take advantage of your ten day trial offer. 


Please send me a Quicksilver® rated for my weight. 
(CHECK ONE) 

1) PS/50kg for riders up to 100 pounds 

(1 PS/70kg for riders up to 150 pounds 

0 PS/90kg for riders up to 200 pounds 
| would like the board engraved with my name and set up 
as | have indicated below. 


PRINT NAME TO BE ENGRAVED ON SKATEBOARD 
STREET ADDRESS 
CITY 


STATE ZIP 


| am paying for my Quicksilver® by: 
(Check 0 BankAmericard # 
{1 Money Order (] MasterCharge # 


EXPIRATION DATE 


AUTHORIZING SIGNATURE 





Quicksilver® skateboard deck only . . . $30.00 
Indicate desired hole pattern for your trucks: 

© Bennett/Chicago O Tracker 
Quicksilver® with Tracker™ Trucks 
and Sims Pure Juice™ Comps 
Quicksilver® with Tracker™ Trucks 
and Sims Pure Juice™ Slalom 
Quicksilver® with Bennett Pro™ Trucks 
and Sims Pure Juice™ Comps 
Quicksilver® with Bennett Pro™ Trucks 
and Sims Pure Juice™ Slalom 
Quicksilver® with Bennett Pro™ Trucks in front 
and Tracker™ Trucks in back, with Sims Pure 
Juice™ Comps 
Same as above, but with Sims Pure Juice™ 
Slalom 
(CA residents add 6% tax) 

Total 

Make check or money order payable to: 
Powell/Sims Quicksilver® 
725 Union St., Santa Barbara, CA 93103 





Quicksilver® is... 


Optimum flex with virtually no twist. You choose 
the flex that best matches your weight and style 
and Quicksilvers® unique no-twist construction 
turns your commands into instant response. We 


call this combination of flex and response, Uniflex. 


Fast. In our last ad we to/d you our new board 
Yc ET Atle cM aR ULLO MeL Xexeh oan eh an eM Ee TiLicto LS 
Quicksilver®. 





















Stability. Uniflex Control and low center of gravity 
let you go faster with confidence. 


Laminated construction. Rugged outer layers of 
aircraft grade aluminum are epoxy fused to a core 
of select maple veneer. 


Beautiful. From the moment you first see Quick- 
silver® you'll know it’s special. But beauty is more 
than skin deep... you'll see. 


Yours for a test ride. Because of the terrific 
response to our introduction of the Powell/Sims 
Quicksilver®, we’re extending our fantastic ten day 
trial offer. Ride it for ten days. If you're not delighted 
with it, return it (postmarked within ten days) and 
we'll give you a full refund of your purchase price. 


Powell/Sims Quicksilver® 


725 Union St., Santa Barbara, CA 98103 
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SKATEBOARDER 
INTERVIEW: 


TONY 
ALVA 


by John Smythe 


Six years to the day after 
Jimi Hendrix died, Tony Alva 
won the World Professional 
overall title. Two weeks 
before that, he had set the 
new world record in the 
barrel jump. These victories 
were no surprise to his 
friends and followers, but still 
proved a few things to a lot 
of people. The prototypical 
Z-boy, the self-styled skater 
with the Dogtown dreadlocks 
had commandingly stepped 
to the forefront of the 
organized skate scene. It was 
more than a personal victory; 
however, it was the public 
verification of a variant style 
or approach to skating. The 
Mr. Electric, Mr. Man of the 
Moment, Mr. Radical of the 
Press, known on the streets 
where he lived as Mad Dog, 


had brought home the bacon. 


With his victories, Tony had, 
in effect, become the man of 
the MOVEMENT. Alva views 
this interview as a way to 
speak his piece. What he has 


to say will no doubt upset 
some, but he knows if he 
doesn’t say it, no one else 
will. 


Tony Alva is the one skater 
today with the across-the- 
board appeal to surpass the 
boundaries of the skateboard 
sport/art. He skates with 
friends like Craig Chaquico of 
the Jefferson Starship; his 
boards are autographed by 
Ted Nugent; and Marley 
figures the skate rastaman to 
be natty dread incarnate. He 
has been interviewed on 
ABC-TV’'s Wide World of 
Sports, sounded by Rolling 
Stone, and featured in the 
National Enquirer. This 
interview was compiled from 
ten hours of magnetic tape, 
completed under the most 
hazardous of conditions. 


Keep in mind that the 
names have been changed to 
protect the guilty, as well as 
the innocent. So he’s mad as 
a dog; what's YOUR story? 





How old are you? 

Nineteen. 

Where were you born? 

Santa Monica . . . (laughing) Dog 
Town. 

How long have you been 
skating? 

Since | was 9 or 10. In those days, | 
was into just skating around and 
having fun. | really started getting into 
the more advanced phases in about 
‘68 or ‘69 when | was surfing for the 
Santa Monica Hobie-Blue Cheer shop. 
At that time, | began skating with some 
of the people who rode for them like 
Trafton, Torger, Piccolo, Bearer and 
Davey Hilton. | learned a lot from those 
guys, especially Hilton. At Revere, he 
was pulling off full-out drag-foot slides 
and 12's on the bank, with clay 
wheels. He was fast and really smooth. 
All of them were excellent skaters and 
hot surfers. They weren't just good for 
the time either, their skating still holds 
up today. 

Your style differs markedly 
from these older skaters. When 
did you develop your current 
approach? 

| was hanging out with Jay Adams, 
who is like my younger brother. He's 
always been a radical little rat. When 
he was 8, he was already into surfing at 
places like Malibu and Pitas Point. We 
both had these super-hyperactive 
personalities, and so we always had to 
be doing something, and that 
“something’’ was usually causing 
trouble, being rowdy, surfing and 
skating. Jay was always a good skater, 
and | passed on what | learned from the 
Hobie Team to him. Gradually we both 
evolved into kind of a mutual style. At 
that time, we were to such an extreme 
in our skating that we didn't do any flat 
freestyle tricks at all. We'd ride the 
banks, get low and turn over like we 
were surfing . . . totally into the 
Bertleman style. All of the people we 
hung with were into the same surf- 
skate approach, and we all surfed Jeff 
Ho's sticks out of the Zephyr shop. 
Jeff, Skip Engblom and Jay's dad, Kent 
Sherwood, designed a low-center-of- 
gravity flex board to go along with the 
new style of skating. The Z-boys 
happened through all of that. There 
wasn't a tryout for the skate team or 
anything like that; you were only on the 
team if you belonged. We were all 
friends, into the same kind of skating, 
and that was the basis of the whole 
trip. It just Sort of set itself up, and Jeff 
and Skip backed us. It was a total skate 
trip. . . no bullshit tricks. People are 
just now starting to flash on how heavy 
it all was. 

How do you feel that your local 


\ 


style relates to those of other 
areas? 

A couple of years ago, our style was 
totally different. A lot of people didn’t 
really understand it, but there is much 
more acceptance now. They were into 
specialist trips; you know, the slalom 
boys were from one place, the 
tlatlanders from somewhere else, and 
on and on, but we had the all-around 
approach. As others began turning on 
to banks, they got hip to our trip. 

What it comes down to is that in 
riding banks and pools, we're at least 
15 years ahead of everyone else just 
because of the area we come from. 
The people before us put in eight years 
of bank riding, and we've all personally 
put in another eight. Experience 
counts; some other people now doa 
good imitation of our trip, but that’s all 
itis, an imitation. Followers can never 
be leaders. Our style is continually 
advancing. We are different from those 
who came before, and the younger 
guys are already different from us. The 
younger guys are so radical. . . they're 
continually bringing out the new, new 
moves, Look at Baby Paul, he’s the 
youngest, and he’s as good as anyone. 

Do you guys think that you are 
better than other people? 

Sure, in pools and banks, we KNOW 
it. | can say that outright. 

What is your favorite form of 
Skating? 

Pools, by far. That’s where the heavy 
sensations are. When you skate them 
right and just full-on attack them... 
really hitting and releasing the lines . . . 
it’s like flying. The weightless phases 
are really intense. Adults look at an 
empty poo! and all they see is cement, 





“Whenever you step into 
a pool, it’s a total 
competitive 
atmosphere.” 





but kids realize the fun aspect. An 
empty pool is useless to an adult 
because it has no water. We are just 
into using what is there: | mean, we 
didn’t empty them in the first place. 
People keep kids out of the pools 
‘cause they just don’t comprehend 
what it’s all about, All they know is their 
paranoia over insurance and the legal 
crap, while all the kids are into is just 
skating and having fun. They look at us 
and think we are crazy, but look at 
them—they have these empty bowls, 
and can't think of anything to do with 
them except swim. You show any 
skater a good empty pool, and he’s 


‘| just skate and don't talk bullshit.” 


gonna ride it no matter what... he’s 
got to. The other big problem is the 
kooks .. . they come and try to skate 
like us, and they get hurt ‘cause they 
can't. People should never go for 
anything they don't have the basic 
ability to pull off. I've ridden a lot of 
pools, and | know how to fall. |’ve never 
broken any bones skating. A good poo! 
rider Knows when to bail. Look at 
Biniak, he’s as radical as anyone, but 
he knows when to call it off; he’s not 
stupid... why get hurt? But these 
kooks show up and try to follow our 
lines; they can’t, and they eat it. | don't 
like to See anyone get hurt. Besides it's 
the kooks who bust the spots. This one 
guy shows up with his friends at one 
of our spots and breaks his arm. It’s no 
big thing; the guy could still walk, but 
he doesn't. . . he has his friends go 
call an ambulance. So we're yelling at 
this pussy... . “Come on, we will carry 
you out, be cool. . . you're OK; don't 
sweat it,’ but no, he’s laying on the 
ground crying, “don't touch me; | don’t 
want to be moved; it might be serious.’ 
So the cops and the ambulance come 
and take the guy home to his mommy, 
and the next day the spot is totally 
busted . . . destroyed. Now this was 
serious—just because this punk didn't 
take care of himself, we lose another 
good spot. Now we don’t allow people 
who can't skate to ride our spots. We 
keep them out for their own good: If 
people can ride and have manners, 
that is fine; but if they can't, or don't 
.who needs them. If people can't 
take care of themselves, somebody 
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“If someone shows you something, then you 
KNOW he's worth listening to.” 


else will. Once somebody screws up 
your trip, it becomes your business. 

Some observers have 
characterized you and your 
friends as being highly 
aggressive. What do you think 
about that? 

lt's true. That's what we've laid on 
them; it’s how we taught them we are. 
When the boys are together, you could 
never find a more aggressive, arrogant, 
rowdy, perhaps ignorant bunch of 
people than me and my friends. That's 
just the way we are; that’s the way we 
skateboard: that's the way we talk. . . 
party... surf... travel... youname 
it. We don't really get the whole group 
together too often though, because we 
usually end up getting in some kind of 
trouble. 

Would you say this aggression 
helps your skating? 

It is our skating. 

When you guys go to an alien 
pool (not one of your regular 
spots), how do you react to the 
people that are there; how do you 
check them out? 

| don’t notice them; it’s like they're 
not even there. | just skate. They can 
act the way that they wantto.. . | just 
react to my friends. . . not to them, 
because | don’t know them, and | don't 
want to come off to them in the wrong 
way. 

Do you ever get into the 
competitive aspect in a pool— 
perhaps with people you have 
never seen before? 
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Whenever you step into a pool, it's a 
total competitive atmosphere. It’s 
within ourselves, though. It’s an 
unspoken sort of thing, like with Biniak, 
Stacy, Muir and those cats, it’s a good 
feeling; we keep pushing each other 
higher and higher. But it’s only 
between ourselves. | just skate and 
don’t talk bullshit. I’m not into talking a 
bunch of trash. | just do my thing and 
don’t say a thing. Seeing is believing. 
That's the way it is. If someone shows 
you something, then you Know he’s 
worth listening to. As far as other 
people we don’t know, our attitude is, 
let's blow these guys away; let's just 
get so radical and get down so badly 
that these guys are going to want to 
split, or just sit down and watch and 
not get in our way. 

Does that ever happen? 

It happens all the time. We can go to 
a pool that guys have been riding for 
eight months, and still blow them away, 
because we draw lines that they've 
never seen before, do different things. 





“Seeing is believing.” 





We're spontaneous and they aren't. 
They have to work on it and make it a 
pattern, while we just choose a new 
movement and blend in with it. . . flow 
with it. 

Do you ever get in beefs over 
your attitudes? 

Not usually. People who are really 
into skating are cool. They respect our 
abilities and we respect theirs. Going 
for it is what it’s all about; everyone 
knows it. If some guy does a number 
about how he’s better than me, or 
something... who cares; that doesn't 
bother me at all. Now if some guy 
starts pushing, and says like “Hey get 
out of my pool,” that’s different, then 
he's hassling me. If people get heavy 
and try to push me around, then there 
is gonna be some punching, but 
nobody's gonna beef over some petty 
ego thing. None of my friends would 
lower themselves to that level. When 
you are out skating, and meet other 
people into skating, you draw your 
lines, lay down your trip, and they do 
likewise. You test each other out, show 
what you know. If you dig their scene 
and they dig yours, then you end up 
friends. 

Are you conscious of style 
when you skate? 

|'m conscious of if, but not self- 
conscious of it. it comes natural to me 
through all of the years | have surfed. | 
adapt my surfing style into my 
skateboarding, ‘cause in my mind, 
what | am doing is surfing on land. 


Surfing is the basis of my technique. 
Surfing and skating to me are skin 
tight, both together. 

When you draw lines in a pool 
or on a bank, are you thinking 
about the lines that you lay 
down? How far do you plan 
ahead, if at all? 

| plan the first move or so, and the 
rest just comes naturally... . they're all 
surfing lines anyway—trontside, 
backside, off-the-lip, cutback, etc. 
Sometimes |'ll plan my whole move if 
I'm trying something over and over, but 
generally | draw a line, hit the first 
move and react off it. | forget about 
what | am doing, and it becomes 
instinctive; it doesn’t matter. A different 
thing everytime keeps you from getting 
bored. In surfing, each wave is 


different, while in skateboarding, the 


surface is always the same, that’s the 
advantage and disadvantage of it. In 
surfing, the constant changes keep 
you aware; while in skateboarding, you 
can hit the same move in the same 
place constantly. So in skating, on the 
one hand you can easily comprehend 
what's coming down; but on the other, 
it can become stagnant. You are the 
mover in skateboarding, you have the 
energy, you have to keep working it to 
keep it fresh and new. 

Do you change your approach 
to bank riding in a contest 
situation? 

Yes. In Carlsbad, | had a planned 
routine for both banked and flatland 
freestyle. | don’t like to do that, but you 
have to have a set routine to win. You 
can't look like you're ad-libbing; you 
can’t appear to just take things as 
they're coming, the judges don't dig 
that. You have to look planned out and 
well rehearsed, but keep it loose and 
flowing. The moves must connect and 
merge; a stiff, jerky coordination isn't 
happening. For the contest, |set up a 
framework of the main objectives and 
then worked it around the variables. 

What are the basic governing 
factors in your approach to 
skating? What do you strive for? 

Speed and control. 

What sort of equipment do you 
use? 

| have my old standby Torger 
Johnson, and I’m working with a new 
30’ kicktail design for all-around 
skating. |'’m making them with a nice 
round plan shape, with routed wheel 
wells. and they are really light. They 
are something you can use for 
everything—pools, slalom, banks, 
speed and freestyle. It's excellent for 
getting vertical and cranking super- 
tight turns. For wheels, I'm into Read 
Riders, mostly 4's and 6's. | like Half 





Tracks and Bennett Pros for trucks, 
and generally use an open-cased 
precision bearing. 

What are your favorite spots? 

The Keyhole is the best pool I've 
ridden. It had plenty of room to push, 
and had a perfectly round 13-foot 
bowl, good surface, lots of vertical. 
Bellagio is probably my favorite bank. 
The Skyline Pit has good steep walls, 
good for getting rad. Let's see... the 
Pipe was always fun. There are some 
other great ones, but | really can’t talk 
about them or say where they are. 

Who are your favorite skaters? 

Bobby Biniak, Jay Adams, Baby Paul 
Cullen, Stacy Peralta, James Muir, 
Wentzle Ruml, Torger Johnson. For 
overall, |’d say Torger. For my side of 
town, I'd say Biniak, and for the down- 
south style, Brad Logan. 

What are the high points of 
your skate career? 

(Laughing) The high points? All-night 
sessions at the Concourse, midnight el 
rollos at the Pipeline, and skating the 
Soul Bowl during the lunar eclipse. 

What are the low points of your 
skate career? 

Ripoffs. Contests in general. 

Ripoffs? Do you feel that 
you’ve been exploited? 

Yeah, a lot. 

Does that bother you? 

Yeah, that’s why | did something 
about it. Now I’ve got a lawyer and an 
agent to back me up. Before, people 
took advantage of me and of a Jot of 


“I don’t do anything for 
free.” 





other kids ‘cause we didn’t know any 
better. Times are changing; we are 
learning fast. If |’m the first one to do 
something about it, then that’s going to 
further the sport. 


Do you consider yourself a 
professional? 

Yes, | do. Totally professional. . . 
thoroughly. 

Why? 

| don’t do anything for free. 

Are you making money now? 

|'m starting to, and it’s going to get 
better. | have deals going with people 
who | know !| can trust that I’m not able 
to discuss quite yet. 

How do you think the whole 
Pro thing is developing? 

It’s improving, but it's happening 
slowly. Two years ago, you gota 
skateboard or pair of wheels for 
winning a contest. Now you win 
money; not a lot, but enough for you to 
keep going for a little while 


What kind of future do you 
envision for professional 
skateboarding? 

In my mind, | always keep the 
positive image that it will become as 
big as say tennis or golf. Maybe not as 
big as football, ‘cause football is a 
blood sport, and people dig to see that 
stuff. Skateboarding is a blood sport, 
too, but in competition you don’t see 
any blood, ‘cause skaters are such 
perfectionists they usually don’t fall. 
Once they start making bigger, more 
demanding tracks, you'll start drawing 
more people. As things start to get 
hairy instead of lightweight and piddly, 
people will start to notice. 


You'd push it for money? 

Definitely. 

How far? 

As far as it’s safe for me. 

How far is that? 

_ |haven’tseen the limit yet. No one’s 
yet shown me anything made for the 
purpose of skateboarding that would 
psych me from trying it and laying 
down my lines. | haven't seen anything 
that heavy yet. 

How about in the wild 
environs? 

The heaviest thing so far is the Pipe. 

How far did you push it there? 

As far as it would let me. | ended up 
jumping from the roof a lot of times. . . 
but still the times that | did make it, | 
pushed it as far as | could. 

What are your feelings about 
contests? 

| don’t dig them in particular. | just 
enter to keep in touch with what's 
going on. Also, there is where the 
money is. Right now, if you're into 
making money, you ve got to win the 
contests. 

What was your favorite 
contest? 

The La Costa Summer Contest. 

What was your least favorite 
contest? 

It would be hard to pick one out, 
there have been so many 

What do you think the major 
problems are at a contest? 

Equipment malfunctions. Brain 
malfunctions on the part of the 
Officials. 

Do people cheat in contests? 

Sure. 

Are the rules applied evenly in 
contests? 

No. Some people get away with 
infractions of the rules. Other guys are 
bitchers . . . little crying babies always 
looking for the loopholes, trying to 
screw the other guy and get by him. | 
won't mention any names here; 
everyone knows who they are 


a Sania is AS 





“| haven't seen the limit yet.” 


How are you treated by 
promoters at a major meet? 

Your team sponsor usually takes 
care of you. The people who run the 
contests generally don’t do much. 
Contestants should be treated better 
since we are promoting the contest just 
by being there. We're putting our asses 
on the line and not getting shit for it. 
The people who are putting on the 
contests don't have their shit together 
enough to make the skateboarders 
look like they have their shit together, 
and everyone loses. It’s gonna be up to 
the people with the money to get it 
together with the skaters right now, or 
it's all gonna slip away. 

Do you feel that you’ve been 
treated fairly by promoters? 


No, not yet. . . they might someday. 
What would you consider fair 
treatment? 


To pay me for my talent, and not 
waste my time. | 
What sort of psychological 
conditions do you find among , 
the competitors at a major meet. 
What are the vibes all about? 
My friends and | all have very 
positive attitudes. We feed on the 
frenzy and hype each other up. | guess 
we tend to be a bit rowdy. The guys : 
with the positive approach are the only 
ones | really Know. Some of the other 
people are shying off, just hiding on the 
edges in their shells. They act like they 
are afraid of you. 
Do you have any fear ina 
contest situation, fear of other nu 


37 


| 





“definitely not poofter, mate.” 


people? 

No. | don’t fear any of those people; 
they can’t do anything to me. 

Could you do anything to 
them? 

Yes, | could do a lot to them. 

Do they know it? 

Yeah, | think that they do. It’s not just 
me personally that scares them. It’s 
more the other people | know who think 
the same way | do. They seem to be 
afraid of what we think, of what we 
represent. 
form-fitting, stretchable, lightweight 
suit designed specifically for 
skateboarding. If other people would 
dress up and clean up their acts, the 
sport would look more pro and Classy. 
You know, class among gruel. Right 
now everyone looks the same. | was 
just trying to set a new standard, to 
impress people outside of the sport, to 
show them it was more than just a 
bunch of kids skating around, to help 
them enjoy the skateboarder as a 
professional entertainer and athlete. 

Are you going to continue in 
the specialized uniform 
direction? 

For sure. Right now Nudies in North 
Hollywood is designing up my whole 
new ensemble. This one’s really going 
to be different; it might blow some 
minds. 

What suggestions do you have 
for the improvement of contests? 

First off, before they can improve, 
they've got to be able to pull off the 
ones they put on now, The last contest 
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| was in was so untogether they lost my 
time during one of the final runs for the 
slalom event. On this particular run, the 
guy I’m racing posts the fastest time, 
the one that wins him first, while they 
have no time for me. Things like that 
just aren’t professional. They've got to 
get the equipment and the officials 
together; the rules must be set up and 
applied evenly, in all instances and for 
all persons. In general, | think having 
more all-around contests would be 
much better. It would put everyone 
through their paces, and separate the 
one-event specialists from the skaters. 
I'd also be up for straight bank and 

pool contests. Sooner or later, one of 
the parks is going to have to build a 
pool-like situation. If they don’t, we'll 
have to do it. Right now there is a lot of 
energy in pool riding, yet the promoters 
just ignore the competitive possibilities 
of it. For courses in slalom, | think a run 
at least a quarter-of-a-mile long with 
banks and curves would get things 
moving. For banks, just take the best 





“The Australians had an 
excellent attitude. Their 
attitude about surfing is 
the same as our attitude 
about skating—they re 
into doing anything and 
everything that’s radical 
and new.” 





skate park you find and blow it up five 
or ten times, and you’d have a good 
bank setup. A contest in that 
environment would be like having a 
surf contest in big waves. Anyone can 
squeak by on the smaller banks; it’s the 
bigger ones with speed that can kick 
your ass. A contest at the Pipeline 
would also be a lot of fun. They could 
have events for both speed and style; 
upside sialom gates would be a gas. 

You have attracted a lot of 
mass-media coverage lately; 
what is that like? 

The commercial ones are fine. You 
satisfy the director or whatever, and 
they satisfy you with payment. 
Everybody works together and 
everybody profits. A lot of the other 

Do you practice specific 
contest events? 

No, | just skate like usual. 
Occasionally | might run gates or do a 
flat freestyle just for a trip . 
something else to do. | definitely don't 
have a training program or anything 
like that, though. 


What about barrel jumping? 
(Laughing) | never practice barrel 
jumps. lf they are there in a contest, |'ll 
jump ‘em. . . why not, it’s fun and you 

can make it. 

How did you prepare for the 
Carlsbad Contest? Did you have 
any specific strategy? 

| stayed up in Hollywood prior to the 
contest. | skated the “'Pit,”’ worked with 
the designers who were making my 
outfit for the contest. . . let's see, what 
else. . . just hung out on Sunset, hung 
out at the Roxy, saw rock and roll 
bands and generally had a good time. 
My only strategy was to go as fast as | 
could and keep it as loose as | could. 

What was the trip on your 
uniform? 

| wanted to look different; | wasn't 
into wearing the typical surf rat 
costume—the trunks, t-shirt and jock 
socks. | wanted a professional 
appearance, something new and 
different, but definitely not poofter, 
mate. What we came up with was part 
rock 'n roll mixed with the Franz 
Klammoer effect. It was a functional, 
newspaper and magazine people really 
try to use you. They want to attract 
interest to themselves through you... 
your trip becomes a vehicle for them. 
They have no interest in being honest 
or accurate; they just want their idea 
of a good story. The surf and skate 
media people are a lot better. They are 
avery different sort of media people. 
They're much more into having a good 
time than just business. They take it 
easier, also they know what it’s all 
about. 

Does heavy press or TV 
coverage at an event bother you? 

Not really, as long as they realize 
that it’s a contest, and they stay out of 
the way. 

Do you like skating around 
cameras? 

it’s fun; you draw the lines and come 
really close, playing hit and miss with 
them. It's double timing, yours and the 
photographers. If they are fast, there's 
no problem; if they re slow, well 
(laughing) then you bang their heads. 
The good photographers don't really 
get in the way though. 

Do you feel that media keeps 
up with the state of the art? 

No way; the level advances upward 
too rapidly. Live television would be the 
only up-to-date way to cover It. Live TV 
matches would stimulate public 
interest and awareness. People outside 
of skateboarding have no idea of 
what's going on. 

Have people acted any 
differently towards you since 
you've gained recognition? 





Some people, not a lot. Most people 
don't know who | am, so |’m just 
another person on the street. Except 
the other night at the Starship concert, 
it was kind of weird. I'm friends with 
their lead Craig Chaquico, through 
skating. I've been a few times with him 
and some of the Starship roadies. 
Anyway, Craig invited some friends 
and | to go with him to the concert. 
We're standing backstage at the Forum 
with our passes, and some guy stops 
us, SO we talk to him, and finally 
somebody who is a bigger person in 
the command chain clears us again. 
So they escort us onto the stage area, 
and we're sitting there, and some other 
guy hassles us. We get cleared again, 
but the same scene keeps happening 





“Class among gruel.” 





again, say three or four more times, 
you know . . . hassled, cleared, 
hassled, cleared. We're in the process 
of splitting, ‘cause the whole scene 
isn't worth the stress, when the original 
guy who OK'd us spots us, stops us, 
and gets everything together. The head 
guy takes us back onto the stage, and 
finally everyone understands that we 
are supposed to be there. Finally the 
guys who had been hassling us says, 
“Who are you, anyway, man?” So | tell 
him my name. not like it's any big thing, 
and they go, ‘‘Oh, Tony Alva, why 
didn't you tell us?’’ You know, shit like 
that. All of a sudden, it’s a totally 
different trip. We are being treated like 
we're part of the band. Me, Bunker and 
our chicks are on stage for the show, 
just sitting on the amps, watching the 
scene. It was like you're nobody until 
you're proven somebody. The Starship 
has so many people surrounding them, 
it's hard to get through to the main 
people. 

Do you have people 
surrounding you yet? 

No, | don’t want any; | don’t need 
any. | just hang with my friends. 

What are the advantages of 
being known? 

It opens doors, meeting people, 
those sort of things. 

What are the disadvantages? 

Loss of privacy. People that don’t 
understand what you want and trying 
to work you for what they want. Plain 
rudeness through jealousy. 

Did you ever figure that you 
would be World Champion? 

Ever since | started skateboarding, | 
had it in my mind that | could be World 
Champion. 


Is your skateboarding trip 


together? 

It’s at the ability level that | want. It 
always is until limprove . . . then it’s at 
a new level. It continually changes. 

What do you think you'll get 
out of being World Champion? 

(Laughing) Money, exposure, maybe 
travel opportunities. 

Have you gotten a lot of offers 
since you won the title? 

| haven't really been around... 
besides | let my business people take 
care of business. 

Where have you been? 

Hiding out. 

Why? 

From the pressures. 

Where are the pressures 
coming from? 

From people who don't know where | 
am; it started after | won. | went home 
to see my friends and do some real 
skating. The other people | shine on, 
don’t really pay any attention. 

What kind of music do you 
like? 

All kinds... rock, reggae, a little bit 
of soul, R&B... groups like AWB, 
Boz Skaggs, Zeppelin, Stones, 
Hendrix, Ted Nugent, Starship. 

Does the music influence you? 

Music? Yeah, a lot. When | skate, it's 
towards the Nugent, Hendrix, Zeppelin 
style. Totally full-out radical, but having 
a purpose in being that radical, and 
carrying through with it. Just making it 
flow with what you're doing, the same 
way they do. Their music flows with 
what they want to tell people. | usually 
skate with a song in my mind. 


Do you see parallels between 
skate stardom and rock ’n roll 
Stardom? 

It's almost exactly the same thing, 
except the skaters aren't making nearly 
as much money right now. It’s similar 
in the way people respond towards 
you, in the kind of people it takes to be 
a rock star or a Skate Star, the kinds of 
things either group likes to do when 
they aren't skating or playing music. 
Both music and skating are ways of 
getting high. 

What do you think of girls in 
skateboarding? 

| really dig it, like tosee it. . . hate to 
see them fall and get hurt, though. | 
respect girls who get into skating 
‘cause they have to go out and 
compete against the best guys just to 
be able to skate. You have got to hand 
it to any girl who will put up with that 
radical sort of nature that's common to 
skateboarding 


You're part Indian; what tribe? 
Hopi, which is a peaceful Indian . 
super peaceful. 


“Show what you know.” 


Do you relate to your Indian 
heritage? 

Yes, they were here before anybody 
else was. | can feel that. They were just 
like the Hawaiians are now. They have 
had their troubles with people taking 
things from them and putting them 
where they want them. I've learned 
about the inner peace from them. | 
think they decided to just kick back, 
and do whatever they 
want, man... ‘cause that’s the only 
way that anything’s going to happen, 
‘cause they know they can't go out and 
start killing people, ‘cause that will only 
make it worse . . . where if they just 
cruise all day, maybe they will be 
happy until they die. 

What do you plan to be doing 
in ten years, or five years, or two 
months? Do you plan ahead? 

Lately I’ve been living from day to 
day. When | have more money, |'ll start 
looking towards the future; |'ll have to. 
Not having much money, you don't 
have to worry about it. Once you've got 
it, you have got to try to keep it. 

Do you see money as a 
hangup? 

| know it is; it’s one of the biggest 
hangups in the world 

What are your immediate 
plans? 

I’m going back to the Islands to ride 
some good waves, visit with friends 
and skate a little. 

How was it last year? 

| dug the juice. | ended up staying 
with Rabbit and Howzit Howie, Michael 
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“Our attitude is, let's blow these guys 
away." 


Hopper, Jack McCoy; lan and Owl 
were all living around there too. We 
raged all of the time. The Australians 


had an excellent attitude. Their attitude 


about surfing is the same as our 
attitude about skating—they’re into 
doing anything and everything that’s 
radical and new. Going for it just 
because it’s radical, make it or not. 

What surf spots did you like 
most? 

Velzyland, Laniakea, Off-the-Walls, 
and Sunset. 

What skate spots? 

Stoker Hill and Wallos were my 
favorites. There were a lot of good 
unnamed drainage ditches... . always 
dry, good for skating. 

What skaters impressed you 
most? 

Aborigine and Gary Owens. Owens 
is insane; he never wears shoes, and 
takes off on these completely vertical 
walls that are not rounded at the 
bottom. Owens goes straight down, 
freefalls into the flat, and absorbs the 
shock with his body. He rides as steep 
of walls as | have ever seen. He's got 
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nofear... areally good guy. I’m sure 
he's totally unreal now. While | was 
there, we would only skate during the 
flat spells. There are a lot of kids who 
could be unreal skaters, they have 
certainly got the ability, but they are so 
much into surfing they hardly ever do 
it. 

Do you ever get into any 
hassles in the Islands? 

| try to be friends with everyone. | 
never had any trouble except for those 
f-----g mainland haoles. They push 
their weight around and have really big 
mouths. The locals were super cool; | 
got along fine with them. In fact, a 
couple of time these f-----g haoles tried 
to beef me, and the locals backed me 
up. Me and da bros punch their lights 
good man! Dem haoles try beef me no 
more. 

Any views on the upcoming 
Hawaiian surf season? 

It's the year of the axe. If the haoles 
don't mellow out, there’s gonna be 
some heavy beefing. | think the local 
boys may start taking it 

Do you worry about your public 


image? 

No, | just try to be myself. 

What is the worst band you’ve 
ever heard? 

(Laughing) It's hard to say, there are 
so many shitty ones . . . how about the 
Osmonds... 

How do you think this interview 
will affect you? 

Not much. It might blow some people 
away, ‘Cause they don't even 
understand, but my friends will like it, 
laugh with it. Of course, if | was just 
talking with my friends, it would be a lot 
different. 

How so? 

(Laughing) Well. . . they wouldn't 
even print it. 

Any general advice for the 
skating public? 

Yeah, learn to skate a poo! before 
you do anything else. Keep skating; 
have fun. 
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(Top) The Ocean Bowl overview, Ocean City, 
Maryland. 

(Above) The low center of gravity works as 
well on the wall as it does in the water. Dave 
Powell rolling flush and clean. 


Mike Harrington sets up for a return 
run on the bowl. 
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Last spring, with the weather just 
turning warm in Ocean City, Maryland, 
the local skateboarders got the bad 
news that the “‘Establishment,”’ i.e.; the 
City Council, was about to ban 
skateboarding. ‘WHAT A BUMMER,” 
they said, ‘the surf’s too cold and now 
skateboarding will soon be illegal. . . 
THAT’S TOO MUCH!” So a few 
skateboarders decided they'd go down 
to the City Council meeting on Monday 
night and do something. 

Just what they could do was 
uncertain. But since most of them 
weren't 13 years old yet—they didn't 
worry about strategy—they just went. 
The Marlowe brothers, Josh, Phillip, 
Brian and Greg, took their mother 
along since she was active in civic 
affairs. Mike Harrington, Mark Hurley, 
Wade Riener and Steve Kaufer, the rest 
of the history-making group, brought 
along their determination. 

They needed every bit of it because 
the skateboard ban was to be passed 
that night as an EMERGENCY 
ORDINANCE. It seemed some people 
were uptight about the inconvenience 
and dangers of skateboarding on the 
boardwalk and streets. These fearful 
people really didn’t know much about 
the new sport, but they knew that they 
didn't like it—and it appeared that they 
had the City Council ready to do their 
bidding. That is until the kids showed 
up at the meeting and started 
educating their elders. 

Mrs. Marlowe helped by speaking 
against the Council taking arbitrary 
action on a youthful sport without 
following the slower procedure 
normally used to consider ordinances. 
Then they got help from the good- 
natured Mayor Harry Kelley, who 
brought the boys forward to tell the 
Council members of their equipment, 
how much it cost, how hard they 
worked to get the money, and how 
much they enjoyed the challenge of 
skateboarding. The boys’ sincerity and 
dedication impressed the adults, and 
the Council members were soon 
asking more about the new sport. The 
Mayor was proud of the way both 
groups spanned the generation gap. 
And the meeting ended with Mayor 
Kelley looking closely at the 
skateboarders, and promising them the 
city would look into the possibilities of 
building a skateboard park for their 
new interest. 

It was the very next day, the third 
Tuesday in April, when the 
Establishment joined sides with the 
skateboarders and good things started 
happening. Recreation Director Gary 





by J. R. Black 


Arthur called a meeting in his office 
after school with the young and older 
skateboarders, and John Crosby, the 
middle school’s art teacher. Gary 
pulled out the latest issue of 
SKATEBOARDER Magazine that 
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An unidentified skater collecting the rebounds 
off a section of the Ocean Bow! known as 
“The Pipe.” 

showed four skate park designs—and 
the planning session started. 

John Crosby sketched suggestions 
from the local riders that adapted the 
SKATEBOARDER designs, made 
changes and more changes suggested 
by those assembled in the room. 
Finally they arrived at a consensus 
design, and the kids and Mr. Crosby 
constructed a scale model in clay. 
Gary Arthur studied the model with City 
Engineer Miles Allgood, and they came 
up with a park layout the boys liked 
better than their own. 

So within three quick weeks, designs 
were drawn, pilings were pounded in, 
clay slopes piled up and shaped, anda 
hot asphalt covering tamped down 
onto the slopes. The asphalt cooled 
overnight, and the kids were cruising it 
and trying new tricks the next morning 
on their way to school. It had been less 
than a month since the boys had 
spoken up to the City Council. 

Mayor Kelley's office overlooks the 
skate park, and as he observed it, 
“There were at least 75 kids lining up, 
all on their own, and riding the bowl in 
a light spring rain. They were all on 
good behavior, and that was absolutely 
a sign that this city was doing 
something positive and constructive for 
young people.’ 





TRIE OCEAN BOWL. 


The Mayor visited the new bow! that 
day, was delighted with the riding the 
boys were doing, and ordered planning 
and construction to begin on a bigger, 
more challenging bowl to be located 
alongside the first. 
Again Gary Arthur, Miles Allgood 
and the skateboarders put their heads 
together and produced a good design. 
But Gary wanted more, so he and Miles 
checked the slopes of some winterized 
swimming pools where the boys had 
been trespassing and came up with a 
curving, speedy group of slopes and 
walls that the skateboarders flipped 
over. Little Mike Harrington was stoked 
“when | saw the final design was even 
more radical than what we suggested. ”’ 
And all this was fine with the Mayor 
who ‘wanted 'em to have some speed 
... some thrills.”’ 
A massive amount of pilings were 
required to turn the flat sand into solid 
asphalt hills. Pilings, clay and a lot of 
hard work. Public Works Director Jake 
Shaffer and his men helped the budget 
and schedule by working quite a bit on 
their own time. If something needed to 
be finished come quitting time, they 
finished it and then went home. The 
boys remembered and stopped by the 
Mayor's office to show their 
appreciation when it was all done. 
He laughed, thanked them and 
reminded them of the dubious 
expressions he saw on their faces just 
two months before at the City Council 
chambers when they got things started 
by speaking out and talking straight. As 
he put it, they needn't doubt their 
elders—but work with them. He is also 
proud of the ‘‘Hi Mayor’’ he gets 
whenever he stops by the skate park. 
The boys and the Mayor ‘‘Now often 
shoot the breeze’ (as he puts it), and 
their interest and knowledge of what it 
takes to run a city has “increased a 
hundred fold.”’ . 
- And the growing skateboarding 
prowess of the Ocean City kids is 
phenomenal. They are now cleaning 
up the competition that used to give : 
‘em tough times. - West coast super 
rider Ty Page called it ‘‘the best yet”’ 
when he visited there in August. - The 
Ocean City riders enjoy their hot half 
acre of acceleration, and so do the 
1200 visiting skateboarders who 
registered to ride there in the first three 
months the Ocean Bowl was open. 
The whole thing occupies a lot only 
176 ft. by 122 ft. - For those of you still j 
dreaming about a skate park—the 
Ocean City kids recommend you go 
see your Mayor together. 3 
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SIKATE PARKS: PART VI 


Perspective and Preview 


nan Indian reservation in New 

Mexico, two visiting Caucasian 
youths skateboard down a 
mountainside of smooth, firm 
sandstone. A combination of 
meteorological and geological 
conditions have rendered the reddish 
slope imminently rideable, allowing an 
exhilarating run, a seemingly very 
natural experience. Although not 
ecologically sound, it’s the best 
skateboarding in the neighborhood. 

At the bottom of a ravine in a suburb 
of Los Angeles, a group of local youths 
build three-foot-high plywood banks 
along the rim of a small, wide drainage 
ditch. They ride the spot often, often to 
the point of exhaustion. One day they 
find the extended walls have been torn 
down and an ogreish neighbor is 
suspect. Immediately they set out to 
rebuild the plywood banks; in fact, 
adding on two more feet. They have 
nothing to lose. The lumber was 
“surplus”’ from a local housing project. 

It's been a year now since 
SKATEBOARDER ran its first article 
about skate parks, and still the essence 
of the sport remains unchanged. 
Skateboarding must continue to be 
defined by that which goes on within 
the streets, sidewalks, school yards, 
pools, drainage ditches and the like, of 
this and many other countries. What’s 
more, despite a growing skate park 
consciousness, it is safe to assume 
that in the near future, necessity and 
convenience, as well as youthful 
energy, imagination and ingenuity, will 
keep the sport on a similar course. In 
spite of a mid-October count of thirteen 
completed skateboarding facilities 
world wide* (there are rumors of 
more), skate parks are as yet merely an 
adjunct, albeit sometimes a dynamic 
one, to recreational skateboarding. 


by Brian Gillogly 


Yet skate parks will proliferate, 
basically because of the experience of 
these first projects. Skate park owners 
and, in the case of public facilities, 
supervisors, indicate that the demand 
warrants it. They have found that their 
parks are generally meeting, or 
surpassing, their original expectations 
for public use. The case of the 
University Community Park skateboard 
facility in Irvine, California, about which 
there will be more below, offers a good 
example. 

In this particular case, rumor of the 
existence of the single 200-foot-long 
run leaked out even before the area 
was finished or formal mention made in 
the media, drawing in hundreds of 
skaters from the surrounding county 
and beyond. Eventually the facility had 
to be officially set off-limits so that the 
contractor could perform the 
necessary landscaping. Such was also 
the problem of the Santa Cruz public 
park, which had to be closed due to 
overcrowding, as well as lack of traffic 
flow in the park design—problems 
unforeseen during planning. These are 
not extreme or unusual examples of 
supply lagging far behind demand in 
the area of skate parks. 

Moreover, there are at least two 
other factors pointing toward 
continued development of skate 
facilities. First of all, potential park 
promoters now have a variety of 
working models from which to observe 
design, construction and operation 
before they commit themselves 
financially. And secondly, local 
governmental authorities are coming 
around to the idea of the skate park as 
providing a safe and healthful outlet for 
youthful energies. Most recently this 
has been the experience of the 
developers of two upcoming California 


parks, the Concrete Wave in Anaheim, 
and the Runway in Carson, where the 
respective city fathers have, 
reportedly, taken the projects ‘‘under 
their wing.”’ 

As a result of those foundations 
being laid, there will be at least seven 
new skate parks opening to the public 
before the spring of 1977. Five of those 
parks will be located in California— 
Anaheim, Montebello, Carson, Trabuco 
Canyon and Irvine, respectively—with 
the remaining two to be built, one in 
Tempe, Arizona, and the other in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida. 


CONCRETE WAVE, 
ANAHEIM 


As of this writing, Collins and 
Kogler’s Concrete Wave (see Vol. 3, 
No. 1) is nearing completion in 
Anaheim, a short distance away from 
another flight of fancy, Disneyland. The 
design, which includes four runs, three 
bowls, a freestyle and a slalom area, 
has been guided into physical reality 
by able skater-foreman Gary Cocarro 
of Skatepark Constructors. States SC 
co-founder John O'Malley: ‘When it 
comes down to it, it’s still an on-site 
sculpt.’ Even so, one of the completed 
advanced runs in this ‘‘high- 
performance” park will be reshaped to 
open up a hair-pin curve which has 
even proven a challenge to a few of the 
pros. Of the other advanced run, says 
Waldo Autry: ‘'It’s wild! So tight | got 
pitched a couple of times. . .’’ The 
park will have 18,000-square-feet of 
cement and runs varying between 150 
and 175 feet. Of the expert’s portion of 
the park in general, Gary Cocarro 
asserts: ‘‘It will bring up the level (of 
skating) a lot—it will have to come up!” 


One Year and Thirteen Parks Later 
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(ABOVE AND RIGHT) North Shore tube 
monsters Gerry Lopez and Rory Russell, 
sampling multiple sessions at a paradise of the 
paved variety, Carlsbad style. Photos: 

Warren Bolster. 

(BELOW LEFT) Overview of the two new 
slalom runs at Carlsbad as seen from the 
announcer's tower at the Hang Ten. 

(BELOW RIGHT) Steve Monahan and Tom 
Sims experience a new sensation, the snap of 
the Anaheim esses. 









(BOTTOM LEFT) Tom Sims, jetting, two 
wheels off, around an advanced bow! at The 
Concrete Wave. 

(BOTTOM RIGHT) Gregg Weaver rebounds 
off the top of a 12’ ‘‘green'’ Concrete Wave, 
while owners John Kogler and Mike Collins 
flash on the first-day performance level. 
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SKATEBOARD JUNCTION, 
TRABUCO CANYON 


In late September, asphalt was laid 
on the graded site of Skateboard 
Junction (see Vol. 3, No. 1), a 
beginner’s through intermediate level 
facility at Escape Country, Orange 
County’s outdoor recreational ranch. 
At a press party in early October, the 
new asphalt surface proved soft and 
slow, although during cooler months 
and once the final ‘‘topping’’ is applied, 
it is expected to run faster. Even so, 
photographer, and Editor of 
SKATEBOARDER, Warren Bolster, 
called it ‘‘just what skateboarding 
needs,’’ meaning a good learning 
facility. Says John R. Smith, Public 
Relations Director. of Escape Country: 
“On top there is a 260’ x 150’ reservoir 
converted into a Giant Bow! with 20- 
foot banks.’’ From the west rim of the 
bowl begins a 32,000-foot-long 
winding giant slalom or ‘‘grapevine”’ 
run, opening into a 100’ x 300’ 
freestyle court with sloped sides. Also 
included is a 30’ x 100’ conventional 
mini slalom or drag run. The park will 
be open to the public in November 
1976, at a daily fee of $3 for riders and 
$2 for spectators. Safety equipment 
will be required and available at an 
extra charge. 


UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
PARK SKATEBOARD RUN, 
IRVINE 


Within a half-hour drive from both 
Skateboard Junction and the Concrete 
Wave, is the city of Irvine’s new public 
skateboarding facility. Allen Ribera, a 
landscape architect specializing in 
park and recreation planning, 
reportedly suggested the skateboard 
run to the city as part of the University 
Community Park which he was 
contracted to design. Having profited 
from his experience in planning the 
Santa Cruz facility (see Vol. 3, No. 1) 
and from talks with O’Malley and 
Graham of Skatepark Constructors, 
Ribera designed a 200-foot-long 
“serpentine course’ with up to 4-foot- 
high curves, terminating in a wide bow! 
of 4- to 6-foot-high banks. 
Unfortunately, in early October there 
was already a hairline crack at the top 
of the run, indicating a lack of 
structural reinforcement or ground 
shiftage underneath the wire mesh and 
gunite concrete. Nonetheless, the 
facility has been described as ‘‘a good 
intermediate run,” and, in fact, 
resembles the intermediate run at the 
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Concrete Wave. After landscaping is 
completed and plants have a chance to 
take root, the facility will be open to the 
community for an indeterminate period 
during which park officials will 
ascertain whether smooth, safe 
operation will require supervision. 


SKATEPARK MONTEBELLO 


Located 10 miles from downtown 
Los Angeles, Skatepark Montebello, as 
reported previously (Vol. 3, No. 1), will 
be built on Edison Company easement 
land, usually considered only suited to 
such uses as farming and ranching 
because of the necessity of 
maintaining easy access to power 
lines. Gary R. Peacock of the 
Recreational Parks Development 
Company of Laguna Beach has 
planned the park with the needs of the 
Edison Company in mind, and in return 
has been granted an inexpensive lease 
on 16.6 acres of land well-suited to 
skate park use. The property offers 85- 
feet of elevation difference, and is 
bordered by a high school and a 
shopping center. The facility itself will 
be divided into three sections—a 
Beginner's area of 10,800-square-feet, 
an Intermediate area with 18,400- 
square-feet, and a substantial 
103,000-square-foot Advanced area. 
Skier/skater Bob Piercy and other 
prominent riders are contributing to the 
design, which will include slalom and 
drag runs, freestyle areas and bowls. 
‘The major drag run,” says Peacock, 
“is 200-feet in length and will have 
electronic timing lights.’’ Also in the 
works is a ‘'280-foot rope tow which 
will pull skateboarders up an average 
of 40-feet in height.” Barring any major 
setbacks, Phase | of the park—9 acres 
—will be completed before the end of 
1976, with Phase |] scheduled for the 
spring. When the runs are in and it is 
fully landscaped, Skatepark Montebello 
will, reportedly, be an ‘‘aesthetic- 
looking park,” in keeping with its name, 
“Beautiful Mountain.”’ 


THE RUNWAY, CARSON 


Also in the L.A. area, specifically, 
near the junction of the San Diego and 
Harbor Freeways, across the street 
from the Goodyear Blimp launching 
pad, and a few blocks from Ascot 
Raceway and the now defunct Vermont 
Drop, is the future site of The Runway 
skate park. Due for completion by the 
end of December, the $350,000 facility 
will offer 92,000-square-feet of riding 
area on four acres of land. From the 
start of the first run, it will theoretically 





be possible to ride continuously for 
16,000 feet, negotiating a series of 
runs and bowls along the route. 
Similarly featured will be a beginner's 
area, isolated bowls, a 40-foot-long, 
17-foot-high tube, and a drag-type 
slalom run with banks, merging into a 
banked freestyle area, then feeding 
into a Vermont-type run. The California 
Freeformer team has assisted 
architect-associate Tony Borges, a 
highway safety systems designer by 
profession, with the final plans. J. C. 
Agajanian, Jr. and Sandy Saeman, 
both with Ascot Raceway, are also 
associated with the project. 


SIDEWALK SURF PARK, 
TEMPE 


As of this writing, Skatepark 
Constructors is to begin ground 
breaking on Sidewalk Surf Park in 
Tempe—Arizona’s first skateboard park 
(see Vol. 3, No. 2). According to 
owner-marketing director Larry M. 
Winward, the 1% acre park will include 
‘ten scientifically designed runs, as 
well as at least ten cut-out bowl- 
shaped areas of varying difficulty...A 
mogul maze of nearly 20 protruding 
ridges of different shapes and sizes will 
be part of the more advanced area.” 
The park is expected to be open for 
use before Christmas, 1976. 


SOLID SURF SKATEBOARD 
PARK, FORT LAUDERDALE 


R. E. Spence’s Solid Surf Skateboard 
Park will be Florida’s fourth 
commercial skate facility. Located in 
Fort Lauderdale, with its nearest 
competition the Paved Wave, Cocoa, 
some 170 miles away, Spence has 
drawn ideas from that park, as well as 
the Paved Wave # 2, Pensacola, and 
SKATEBOARDER Magazine. The result 
will be a landscaped park of one acre 
plus, with ‘‘over 1,000-feet of winding 
track,’’ a 150-foot slalom and a large 
bowl with 15-foot-high walls. There will 
also be a beginner's area, “with very 
little grade."’ The $200,000 park (with 
property) will be ‘‘ideally located in the 
middle of town,”’ and will, hopefully, 
keep the skateboarders off the freeway 
overpasses. Scheduled opening date is 
November 15, 1976. 


“In Florida, Daytona, Cocoa and 
Pensacola; in California, Carlsbad, 
Ventura, Irvine and Trabuco Canyon; 
also, Myrtle Beach, South Carolina; 
Ocean City, Maryland; Yagoo Valley, 
Rhode Island; Corpus Christi, Texas; 
Albany, Australia; and Chiba, Japan. 





(BELOW LEFT) ‘They told me | was gonna 
have to work fora living, but alll wanna dois skateboard facility in Irvine, California. Gary 
ride.'’ Warren Bolster, Carlsbad Skate Park. Coccaro sneaks an early, design-observing 
Photo: Darrell Jones. run on the 200-foot-long ‘‘serpentine course. "’ 
(BELOW RIGHT) An overview of Anaheim's 

Concrete Wave. 

(BOTTOM LEFT AND RIGHT) Scenic 
overviews of Skateboard Junction, 

Trabuco Canyon. 


(ABOVE: ‘) The eee Community park 


| Tony Alva's patented toe touch and rail grab, at Carlsbad. 
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(ABOVE) The Rhinos continue to rage 
at Carlsbad. 

(LEFT) Tom Sims redirecting long lines in a 
12' plus Anaheim bowl. Photo: Bolster. 


(BELOW) Steve Cathey, interlocking bowl 
strokes at Carlsbad. Photo: Warren Bolster. 





Weaver sweeping clean strokes at Carlsbad. ~ Sarnia 











Slalom racing is unique in 
many ways among skateboarding 
events. The modern racer has 
taken the oldest, most basic of 
skateboarding maneuvers, the 
S-turn, and developed it into a 
high-pitched downhill intensity, 
unimaginable prior to the 
urethane breakthrough. While 
perhaps not appearing to the 
untrained eye to be quite as 
dramatic a departure from the 
past as pool riding or speed 
racing, slalom racing, due to the. 
subtle techniques of control] and 
mental conditioning, still 
represents a steady, consistent 
progression. The differences may 
only be apparent in thousandths 
of a second, but the real story of 
the race is in the heart and mind 
where it’s all taking place. 

While the attitude of the racer 
plays an important role, 
equipment also plays an 
increasingly vital, complementary 


role. In fact, nowhere in 
skateboarding will you find all 
phases of a skater’s equipment 
so finely tuned. On race day, the 
pit crews, comprised mostly of 
manufacturers’ representatives, 
work feverishly replacing last 
week’s prototype with today’s 
latest breakthrough, whether it be 
a cut-away, high-torque board, or 
the latest composition of height, 
width, contour or durometer of 
wheel. 

Next, the slalom racers take the 
products to their limits in the 
constant quest for speed with 
control, which is also very 
applicable and essential to 
everyone’s everyday skating, 
where control and safety are in 
direct relationship to the pleasure 
quotient. When speaking of the 
safety aspect, the slalom racer of 
today is also leading the field in 
finding the safety products that 
lend themselves to performance. 


Protective products designed for 
other sports are quickly put to the 
test—the ones that work are 
implemented immediately, 
encouraging specialized 
protective designs with just the 
skateboarder’s problem areas in 
mind. 

Unfortunately for slalom racing, 
it lacks the photo impact; 
therefore, the viewer interest, due 
to its seemingly mechanical 
nature. But slalom is the thinking 
man’s game. Once tuned to the 
subtleties, the thrill unfolds. 
Head-to-head racing can be 
extremely exciting under the right 
conditions—just check the 
abundance of head-to-head ski 
racing on TV. Undoubtedly with 
the introduction of custom-made 
skate park runs, we'll start to see 
performance of previously 
unknown boundaries. The sialom 
racers of today are ready to take 
it there. 


La Costa 
flasher, 
Henry 
Hester. 
Photo: 
Bolster. 





Tommy Ryan, Pt. Loma. 


How many years have you been 


slalom racing? 

Bob Piercy: Skateboards two years; skis four 
years. 

Woody Woodstock: One year. 

Stacy Peralta: One-and-a-half years, very in- 
consistently. 

Lance Smith: One-and-a-half years. 

Paul Engh: | started skating at age 8, so| guess 
about eight years. 

Henry Hester: One-and-a-half years. 

Bruce Walker: One. 

Neil Graham: Since the Kate Sessions Contest 
in San Diego, about 2% years. 

Peter Tholl: About one year. 

Danny Trailer: Two years, beginning with Del 
Mar. 

John Huston: One year. My first pro race was 
at Phoenix, Arizona, November, 1975. 
Conrad Miyoshi: One year. 

Chris Yandall: Two years. 

Tom Ryan: I've been slalom racing com- 
petitively for the past two years. 

Michael Williams: About one year. 

Bob Skoldberg: One. 

Tom Sims: Twelve years. 

Denis Shufeldt: four years altogether. From 
'64 to '66 and from ‘74 to now. 


Why do you race? 

Piercy: For the thrill and excitement of pushing 
myself to the outer limits with the natural 
energy that is within my own body. 
Woodstock: | like to compete, meet other 
skateboarders, and maybe win some money. 
Peralta: |'m very much into the technique of 
weighting and unweighting, using your arms, 
legs and knees altogether to contro! and pick 


Paul Engh, always a sleeping threat. 


up speed. 

Smith: As an outlet for my aggressions, com- 
Petition between teams and individuals. It's 
also a good preparation for contests. 

Engh: Dollars. From the money | can make 
skating, | can get in some excellent skiing. Also 
it's kinda fun being flown all over the U.S. to do 
demos and compete. 

Hester: Money and competition. 

Walker: Besides the obvious fun involved, it's a 
good way to test the effectiveness of different 
equipment. 

Graham: To please the women and to become 
part of the skateboard scene. 

Tholl: It's fun. Sometimes you can make 
money too. 

Trailer: Slalom racing is a true thrill, along with 
a money incentive. | race for the same reason 
Buddy Baker does. 

Hutson: | enjoy competing. It's a challenge. It 
gives you something to go for. | used to look for 
glory of winning races. | found this was an illu- 
sion. Skateboarding can only be fun. 

Miyoshi: For the fun and excitement of pro 
racing. 

Yandall: Because | need a job. 

Ryan: Racing gives me the motivation to keep 
improving my skateboarding skills and tech- 
niques. | also race because | totally enjoy the 
thrill of competition. 

Williams: | like to compete. There’s a lot of sat- 
isfaction in racing the pros, especially beating 
them. The money won is also a nice reward for 
all the hard work and time devoted to practice 
Skoldberg: Mostly for fun and excitement. 
Winning money is nice too. 

Sims: Competitive racing demands perfection 
in timing, rhythm and concentration, and 
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Chris Yandall, La Costa. 


seems to tap the primal force. The scientific as- 
pects of racing make it totally objective, since 
timing lights determine winners. 

Shufeldt: Racing is very exciting, and is some- 
thing you can enjoy with friends almost any- 
time. 

What type of equipment do you 
prefer (wheels, trucks, boards 
—stiff or flex)? 

Piercy: Equipment varies depending upon the 
surface—indoor, outdoor, etc.—but | prefer 
custom Road Riders overall (preferably 4's), 
Tracker Trucks, and a stiff flex board for more 
direct response. 

Woodstock: Road Rider 4's, Tracker Trucks, 
and the G & S Fibreflex Hester model. The new 
Yandall wheel rides nice—lots of traction. 
Peralta: Trackers, Half-Tracks, Bennetts, Road 
Rider 4's, Sims Comps, and my Gordon & 
Smith wood board. Stiff for giant slalom, and a 
flexible Fibreflex for some real tight flatland 
straight courses. 

Smith: For boards, G & S Fibreflex Hester 
model for tight slalom cutaway solid wood for 
giant slalom. For wheels, Road Rider 4’s and 
6's, Tunnel Wheels, Cadillac DK51 and Ou’s. 
For trucks, Trackers and Half-Tracks. 

Engh: For my slalom, | stick with the narrow 
truck. | feel the smaller axle span provides for 
quicker gyrating turns, and keeps you in the fall 
line better in downhill. | use the Cadillac 90's 
with a medium flex, 30-inch Bahne honey- 
comb. 

Hester: Henry Hester model board, G & S— 
Road Rider wheels on Tracker Trucks. 
Walker: | prefer a flexible board for most slalom 
courses. Wheels would vary according to the 
particular setup of the course. There are too 
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many good wheels to single out one or two. As 
far as trucks go, basically any kind with a 7” 
wide axle. 

Graham: Pro-roll Yandall’s are ‘‘da kine.”’ 
Trackers are +1, just ask the Big H. Brewer 
and Rad Pads flex boards kind of turn me 
loose. 

Tholl: Stiff Logan Earth Ski, Tracker Trucks, 
Road Rider 6's. 

Trailer: My favorite wheels are the Yandall Pro 





John Hutson, top Northern 
Rolls because of their smooth and clean roll. 
Tracker Trucks because they give performance 
as well as stability. 

Hutson: Road Rider 4's, Tracker Half-Track or 
Bennett Pros. Heat and pressure laminate 
Santa Cruz blank. 

Miyoshi: | prefer a semi-stiff board. Wheels de- 
pend on the type of surface a course is set on 
(Jarvis Pros on most courses). Tracker Trucks 
always. 

Yandall: My wheels with the only truck that 
cuts the roads—Trackers. Fibreflexes are so 
fine they make me feel like I'm skiing and surf- 
ing at the same time. 

Ryan: | ride a Turner Summer Ski. It's a soft 
board with a stiff flex. | use Tracker Trucks and 
ride Kryptonics wheels. 

Williams: | use Gullwing trucks, Road Rider 
and Tunnel wheels, and Turner and Santa Cruz 
boards for the best competitive combination. A 
camber flex gives me the most positive punch 
as it really responds quickly to pressure during 
a gyration. 

Skoldberg: | prefer a board with medium to 
maximum flex, depending on the course. Lots 
of flex for G.S., and a little stiffer for regular sla- 
lom. | use Road Rider 4's and 6's, and Tracker 
Trucks. | use two boards a lot. The Henry Hes- 
ter model, and my new Hobie Flex, which is 
only a prototype of something soon to come 
out. 

Sims: |n tight slalom, | use Pure Juice slalom 
wheels with Bennett Pro trucks in front, and 
Tracker Trucks in back. | am experimenting 
with the new Gullwing truck, which seems to 
have good turning action. For most slalom 
courses, | use a maple core aluminum Pro Sla- 
fom, and in giant slalom, my 36” and 44” lami- 
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nated wood boards draw the best lines. 

Shufeldt: The Turner Summer Ski by Bobby 
Turner is an excellent racing board with flex. 
Also a new truck and wheel assembly by the 
Magnum Company. It’s very quick, positive 
and smooth. It was designed by Steve Kimmel. 


What kinds of safety equipment 
do you use? 
Piercy: Premier helmets, Kip gloves, Hallman 


ing. They are vinyl on the outside with high-im- 
pact plastic shields right on the knees and 
elbows. They don't grab when you fall, but al- 
low you to slide without leaving your skin on the 
concrete! They also have Velcro straps to avoid 
a loose fit, and you don't have to slip them over 
your feet or arms. The worst injuries I've gotten 
while racing slalom have been on my hips. Any- 
one who has slept on one side for two weeks 
knows what | mean, so | use high-density foam 





pads, and Ace ankle supports. 

Woodstock: Helmet, knee and arm pads, 
sneakers, gloves. 

Peralta: Elbow and knee pads, gloves, and hel- 
met when necessary. 

Smith: Helmet, knee pads, elbow pads and 
gloves. 

Engh: No comment. 

Hester: Helmet, elbow and knee pads, gloves, 
shoes—all the basic stuff. 

Walker: | generally wear knee and elbow pads 
and gloves. If the course has any amount of 
speed to it, or if it's during a contest, I'll wear a 
helmet. | like to promote safety, because 
therein lies the future of skateboarding. 
Graham: Lightweight helmet, elbow and knee 
pads, gloves, and lightweight shoes with thin 
soles. 

Tholl: Helmet, gloves, knee pads, elbow pads. 
Trailer: Helmet, gloves, knee pads, elbow pads 
and Johnny-Go-Fast shoes. 

Hutson: Helmet, elbow and knee pads, gloves. 
Miyoshi: Helmet, Helmet, elbow and knee 
pads, wrist braces, gloves and shoulder pads. 
Yandall: The works. 

Ryan: | recently invested in a pair of custom- 
made leathers that completely protect me for 
the type of skateboarding | do. Naturally | use a 
helmet, gloves, etc. I’m still trying to find the 
“right’ type of shoes, as | go through at least 
two pairs of shoes per month when racing. 
Williams: Well, you might say I've gone the 
whole route from no protection to the best. | 
tried everything, and was still getting hurt, so | 
went to Torsten-Hallman Racing, which makes 
some of the best equipment for Moto-X racing. 
Lars Larson and | got together and designed 
some elbow and knee pads especially for skat- 


Denis Shufeldt, La Costa. 


pads that snap right into my pants. 
Skoldberg: The helmet is a Jofa (hockey hel- 
met), Hobie knee and elbow pads, and wrist 
braces. The gloves are Freestyle Paws manu- 
factured by Kip. 

Sims: Fast and steep slalom runs demand the 
finest safety equipment. Flat-soled Puma shoes 
give a sensitive feel of the board. 

Shufeldt: Shoes, pads (knee/elbow), gloves 
and helmet. 


What physical and mental prep- 
arations do you employ? 

Piercy: | work out 4-5 hours per day, free skat- 
ing and racing cones. Twenty-four hours be- 
fore a race, | have myself convinced that |’m 
the man to beat. This keeps my energy directed 
into my performance for each run, instead of 
worrying about everyone else's run. Winning is 
totally mental. 

Woodstock: | just try to '‘go for it." | don't really 
prepare. 

Peralta: That it’s not for real, and it doesn't 
matter how | do, just a practice run, that way | 
don't get nervous. 

Smith: Concentration and awareness. Effort- 
less concentration is what to strive for. Con- 
centrate on performing under stress. 

Engh: Karate. I've been training in a Korean 
form of karate called Tang So Do for several 
years. Karate helps you keep in top shape 
physically and mentally for competing. 
Hester: Not much physical, but full mental 
about a week before a big race—Ann calls me 
an “obsessed fanatic’ about racing. 

Walker: | try to practice every day for at least a 
week before a contest. Endurance is one of the 
things | work on. Pedaling uphill is really good 
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for that. 

Graham: | try to avoid butterflies and meditate 
on my performance. Surf and bongo boardin’ 
are excellent ways to cook on the S.B. 

Tholl: Deep breathing and concentration. 
Trailer: | work out three nights a week on 
weights, and surf regularly. 

Hutson: | have tried several methods of physi- 
cal training, with varied results. At one point, | 
was training very hard, repeating 40-70 runs a 
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day. All runs were timed with a stopwatch. 
Each run was made on a set interval, say every 
90 seconds. This was good for conditioning, 
but my contest results were less than spec- 
tacular. Another method I’ve used is my ‘'skate 
at will’ method. This utilizes the theory of 
“when you're hot you’re hot, and when you're 
not you're not."' To start with, you don’t force 
yourself to skate if you aren't doing it naturally. 
Secondly, form is emphasized most, speed will 
follow. Relaxation is a key. The last thing | do 
before | race is the most important; a short 
prayer. The reasons for prayer are few and 
simple, but the wisdom behind it, which is not 
my own, is infinite. Amen. 

Miyoshi: 80% mental, 20% physical. 

Yandall: A little thought, with hopes of getting 
in the groove. Lately I've had little practice in 
the physical realm. 

Ryan: | try to work out as much as possible. 
Long-time competition in skateboarding has 
given me the ability to concentrate. 

Williams: | try to be as relaxed as possible and 
still rip the course apart. It’s a real hard thing to 
learn and carry out, but rehearsing it in your 
head before racing can help. | watch my 
biorhythms, eat good food, get enough sleep, 
and practice. 

Skoldberg: | think about contests and racing 
about a week in advance. | definitely get some 
strategies working in my mind. Physically, | try 
to stay in good shape, and rest a little the day 
before. 

Sims: Since racing is a 50-50 trip, the human 
body must be working well, and the racer’s 
mind must be clear. 

Shufeldt: Yoga stretches, and a positive down- 
hill attitude to keep myself committed to my 
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moves. 


What is your favorite type of 
course (tight slalom, giant sla- 
lom, or other)? 

Piercy: Tight slalom—the tighter the better. 
Woodstock: | like all different types. | seem to 
do best on straight cones. 

Peralta: Straight cones spread 8% feet apart 
on a slanted hill. A very long, straight course 
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Lance Smith, La Costa. 
that allows me to pick up more speed through 
the end of the course using gyrating tech- 
niques. 
Smith: Semi-tight slalom with the gates about 
five- or six-feet apart. 
Engh: | like a course that starts out staggered, 
but still keeps you in the fall line. The first half 
should gradually line up into the bottom half, 
which would be straight cones. 
Hester: | kind of like slow, wide turns like the 
Ventura contest. Straight cones about 6% feet 
apart are exciting if you're having a good day. 
Walker: | prefer a giant slalom, or the type of 
course that really allows you to use your own 
pumping for speed, as Opposed to a course 
where the hill itself creates most of the speed, 
and you end up just trying to control it. | like 
something where you can just cut loose and 
not have to put on the brakes too much. 
Graham: My favorite course is the six-foot 
cone spread, straight pumpin’ course. Slight- 
to-no-slope. 
Tholl: | like a long course. Curb-to-curb turns. 
Trailer: Tight slalom of a workable pump type. 
Hutson: | enjoy all courses, but | feel cramped 
on a long series of straight, tight cones. | like 
courses that test the rider's ability to traverse 
and turn. 
Miyoshi: Tight slalom. 
Yandall: All courses are my favorite. 
Ryan: | like a combination of the tight slalom 
and giant slalom. | prefer a giant-slalom-type 
course at the top, with tight cones at the bot- 
tom. 


Williams: | really like all of them. Each one is. 


approached differently. Rhythm flows through 
all of them. 
Skoldberg: Giant slalom is my cup of tea. 
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Long, fast, drawn out turns in a G.S. are right 
on. Tight slalom is fun too; it helps you puta fine 
edge on your rhythm. 

Sims: My favorite course is a banked giant sla- 
lom. The bobsled run in Grenoble would prob- 
ably be the ultimate G/S course currently in 
existence. Hopefully, skate-park designers will 
engineer some “'primo” slalom terrain. 
Shufledt: | like courses that change from tight 
to wide rhythms and back again. The rhythms 








are similar to skiing and surfing. 


Have you had any particularly 
memorable races? If so, why? 
Piercy: The Long Beach World Champion- 
ships. The last of four runs with Henry Hester 
gave me the fastest time of the entire meet. | 
beat Henry with thousands of people pumping 
both of us with their energies. There was more 
pressure on me that run than any other race in 
my life. 

Woodstock: They have all been good. The 
New York race was a stoker because | had a lot 
of people cheering for me, and that helps. 
Peralta: Steve's South Bay, and the USSA San 
Diego World Contest. The courses were 
straight cones 8% feet apart, on a slanted hill 
that was very long. | usually start slow and start 
picking up my speed a quarter of the way 
through the end. 

Smith: The races | remember are the real close 
ones. Pete Tholl is one guy I’ve had some good 
races with. 

Engh: The Ocean Festival at Del Mar. When | 
heard about it from a friend, | was afraid to en- 
ter, but decided to go for it, and walked away 
with first place. Also the Cow Palace, where ev- 
eryone was trying to decide if it was Henry or 
Bob Skoldberg who was gonna win, and | 
guess | just came outta nowhere and beat the 
big boys—stoke ‘o life. 

Hester: Two different days: La Costa last sum- 
mer—you can see that day in Scoit Dittrich’s 
movie, ‘‘Free Wheelin’.”’ That was the best rac- 
ing that has ever happened. Long Beach 
Arena—my third race on Sunday against Bob 
Piercy. It was so full-on that | don’t even re- 
member who won, and | don't even care. What 
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a race! 

Walker: The most memorable race in my life 
was the one at Magic Mountain in May. It was 
by far the longest and also the most interesting. 
There were different sections of the run, and 
each required a slightly different approach. It 
definitely kept you on your toes. The plywood 
ramp at the end of the course, for slowing 
down, was definitely a heavy experience. 
Graham: The Hang Ten Contest at the L.A. 
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Sports Arena, where | placed 4th, even though 
we raced after midnight. 

Tholl: The Cow Palace Contest. | didn’t place, 
but it was fun being there. 

Trailer: Del Mar's kickoff to slalom and free- 
style days. 

Hutson: Magic Mountain. Although the offici- 


ating hurt many people, including myself, the . 


course was outrageous. It really challenged the 
racer, with more than 35 gates, and elapsed 
times of 45-50 seconds. 

Miyoshi: The La Costa Summer Contest spon- 
sored by the YMCA. | took a bad fall, which 
kept me out of competition for over three 
months. 

Yandall: Not really. I've been busy with too 
many things to really enjoy the races I've been 
in, but someday when | climb out of my rut, I'll 
be back. 

Ryan: The Hang Ten Contest at Carlsbad, re- 
cently. | got to race with all my old teammates, 
and we proved we are still number 1. 
Williams: |'d have to say the Sunday La Costa 
races. | feel very fortunate to have learned to 
race there. It taught me a lot about the tech- 
niques of slalom racing, and is a good weekly, 
all-day workout. If you can beat them at La 
Costa, you can beat them anywhere. 
Skoldberg: |'!! never forget my first race at the 
Bahne-Cadillac Contest. | drew Chris Yandall, 
and | was bummed. | was nervous as hell, and 
when the gate flew open, | went about two feet 
and fell flat on my face! What a drag! | also en- 
joyed every race at the Cow Palace. Everyone 
was so hot. 

Sims: The Magic Mountain Giant Slalom was 
the classic this year. | had the fastest time of the 
day in the prelims, but a wipeout on a water 
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slick, caused by the computerized sprinkler 
system, knocked me out of competition. 
Shufeldt: Not in particular. They all seem to 
come together in a growing racing experience. 
Learning, teaching—teaching, learning more. 


What do you think would be the 
ultimate racing conditions? 

Piercy: Head-to-head tight slalom—35 straight 
cones 6-feet apart. 11% grade with gates at the 


top that you pull out of. 

Woodstock: New asphalt with a combination 
of slalom and giant slalom, a big crowd, and 
$10,000 to $1,000 prize money for the first 10 
places. 

Peralta: Sunny, brisk day, with the wind at your 
back, and a perfect grippy, smooth cement or 
asphalt. 

Smith: Only time will determine the ultimate 
racing conditions. A full-on organized racing 
circuit, with super adequate, designated areas 
for racing would be good. 

Engh: For me, my own private little deadend 
street tucked back in the hills of La Jolla. 
Hester: Long Beach Arena, 15,000 fans are 
enough, $10,000 for 1st, and very controlled 
conditions with PSA rules. The more fans—the 
faster we go. It’s proven! 

Walker: About 60° air temperature, on black 
asphalt pavement; a 100-yard course on a 
winding, curving road, slightly downhill, with 
several really steep sections throughout the 
run. 

Graham: Dual slalom with timing lights. No 
wind, 

Tholl: Indoors. A long, wide course with a 
smooth blacktop surface. 

Trailer: Where everybody who races gets 
show biz money in the exhibitional contests. 
Hutson: Good course, good racing surface, 
tight officiating and real fellowship and broth- 
erhood between every racer, regardless of 
placing. 

Miyoshi: La Costa conditions .. . steep, tight 
and fast. 

Yandall: Skating when you know you'll win, 
just like Henry. 

Ryan: About a half-mile of clean blacktop, ab- 


solutely no wind. The surface of the course 
should be warm, with a lot of spectators hyping 
the sport. 

Williams: One designed by racers to begin 
with. I'd like to see a good downhill course, two 
miles long, with 200 cones to go around. It 
takes a lot of endurance to get through it in less 
than two minutes, but you would see some 
healthy racers. 

Skoldberg: Electric timing that worked every 
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time. On-time racing; no delays. Head-to-head 
for big money. 

Sims: A head-to-head, two-minute giant sla- 
lom (with a $100,000 purse) down an unreal 
banked concrete course would be pretty good 
conditions. 

Shufeldt: Slick, black surface, lanes 30-feet 
wide, starting gates, lights (timing equipment). 
Varying slopes, connected so they could be 
used altogether or one at a time. Also plenty of 
spectator bleachers. 


What is your theory on getting a 
good start? 

Piercy: Anticipation, with a hungry kick. 
Woodstock: Start moving before you hear 
"go." 

Peralta: Can't really say because | always have 
slow starts. 

Smith: A slalom race is won or lost right at the 
start. Timing is super important. A racer should 
be on his way on the ‘‘set’’ call of the starting 
sequence. 

Engh: You'd have to ask Henry on that one. It's 
my start that messes me up every race. 
Hester: It’s very simple—you have to be mov- 
ing before you hear ‘‘go.”’ 

Walker: | like to get a really good thrust from 
my kickoff, and then try to draw the straightest 
possible line throughout the course. The first 
few cones are the most important because 
they set you up for the rest of the run. If you get 
a bad start, things usually get worse. 

Graham: The Big-H ‘“Crow-hop”’ is not only 
stunning, but obliterating to all racers. 

Tholi: Timing and concentration. 

Trailer: The ‘“Crow-hop”’ start, which Hester 
has mastered. 


Hutson: Anticipation. You must know the 
starter's tempo and rhythm, then react when 
the starter gives the command to go. | try to 
think of exploding when | start. 

Miyoshi: Anticipation of the starter, and getting 
as many kicks in as possible before the first 
cone. 

Yandall: Good habits and clear dreams of 
where you'll be. 

Ryan: | work out in practice, just so | won't 
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have starting problems. | have the most perfect 
start in my mind before | ever get into the gate 
...mental concentration. 

Williams: It helps your start to begin pacing 
yourself with your breaths. Breathe in through 
your nose and out your mouth between each 
“on your mark, get set, go.’ At ‘‘go,"’ you 
should be exhaling in time with your first push. 
The added punch of oxygen to your brain is 
good for speeding up your reaction time. 
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Skoldberg: Calculate the cadence and book! 
Sims: | concentrate on cone patterns near the 
top of the run, eyeing my trajectory through the 
first three or four gates. Jetting out of the start- 
ing gate just after the ‘‘set’’ is the key to a fast 
start. 

Shufeldt: Practice your starts just as much as 
you practice racing the different types of 
courses. 

Do you ever hold back for any 
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reason? 

Piercy: Only in the case of wide crankers 
which directly break the fall line. 

Woodstock: Sometimes | do if it’s a really hard 
course, and | haven't got it wired. 

Peralta: No way! 

Smith: | hold back when | don’t have total con- 
fidence in my wheels or the course. Some 
courses have to be milked, others can be pow- 
ered all the way. 


Bob Skoldberg, ‘‘the man to beat’’ in Giant Slalom. 


Engh: No, not in competition, but in practice, 
frequently, because | wanta keep my bod in 
one piece. 

Hester: | always plan to, but | never do. 
Walker: Not any more. | did at Magic Mountain 
because | didn’t really feel comfortable with 
such a tight course, and | hadn't really prac- 
ticed a lot on good, long hills. Also, | wasn't well 
equipped at the time. I've learned a lot since 
then, and |’m not planning on holding back any 
longer. 

Graham: Only when the course calls for it. 
Tholl: No. If it's a hard course, | will ride slow 
for a while until! get it semi-wired, then go for it. 
Trailer: When racing friends. | just hate to beat 
them, so | hold back. 

Hutson: Sometimes you just don't have it. You 
aren't trying to hold back; you just can't seem 
to go forward. 

Miyoshi: Never, unless racing with an injury. 
Yandall: Yes, especially when | choke. 

Ryan: Only during practice, but never during a 
race. | can be injured, or worse, during actual 
competition, and not hold back any. 

Williams: | really don't like holding back; it's 
not my style of racing. Sometimes | will, though, 
if it's the kind of course that is easy to go too 
fast and not make it. You have to hold onto 
regulation of your speed. In warming up, it is 
important to hold back because it takes a while 
to focus on the fine line, and it's easy to fall on 
your first few runs. Take each run alittle faster, 
till you fee! comfortable to cut it loose. 
Skoldberg: In a controlled racing situation, 
never. 

Sims: No. 

Shufeidt: Not unless my timing is off on a gate 
or two, and I've gotten a little out of control. 
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Why don’t some racers go as 
fast? 

Piercy: They have a mental block which won't 
allow them to break the outer limits. 
Woodstock: Some aren't able to find a fast line 
between the cones. You have to really want to 
go fast. 

Peralta: Not enough experience; maybe bad 
equipment. 

Smith: Speed depends on skating ability and 





Woody Woodstock, New York’s sleeping giant. 


confidence. Also a knowledge of the fastest 
way down a course. 

Engh: No balls, or lots of brains; one or the 
other. 

Hester: Guys don't push fast enough, and they 
don't go about it in the right frame of mind—too 
many riders are too casual—racing is not 
casual. 

Walker: Perhaps it’s their equipment, which 
can have a lot to do with it. Or it might be the 
way they move their body. 

Graham: Because of lack of rhythm and equip- 
ment problems. 

Tholl: They may have bad timing, or can't con- 
centrate. 

Trailer: They can't get into the swing of things. 
Hutson: Some racers go fast because they are 
in the groove. They are confident, almost con- 
ceited. They always rise to the occasion. 
Miyoshi: Some racers are hungrier than 
others. 

Yandall: | think it's because of bad practice 
habits and angle of attack. 

Ryan: Probably due to lack of coordination, 
lack of good race equipment, and due to their 
“all-around outlook’’ on skateboarding. 
Williams: A lot of racers don't seem to con- 
centrate or practice their techniques. One 
thing I've noticed is how some racers look real 
fast, but have slow times. It takes more than 
looking pretty to beat the best racers. You have 
to get aggressive and hungry. Don't be afraid 
to let that raw energy out, and direct it to that 
fine line. 

Skoldberg: Some slalom racers are into casual 
cruising. To go fast is another frame of mind 
entirely; you have to think fast. 

Sims: There are too many factors involved. 








Shufeldt: Some have a mental block that stops 
them from connecting all their turns together, 
and some are afraid of slick black. 


Who do you think is the top 
competition? Why? 

Piercy: Henry Hester and Tony Alva—they hate 
to place second as much as | do. 

Woodstock: Henry Hester, Bob Skoldberg, T. 
R., Stacy Peralta, Paul Engh, Alva. 


Neil Graham, always pushing the limits. 


Peralta: | respect Henry Hester very much. | 
Classify him as a real professional. He always 
has his equipment tuned to perfection, and has 
a good competitive attitude. He doesn't get up- 
set. | also consider Bobby Piercy a real profes- 
sional for the same reasons; also Bob 
Skoldberg, Mike Williams and Tommy Ryan. 
Smith: Bob H., Bobby Skoldberg, Bob Piercy, 
Tommy Ryan, Mike Williams, Chris Yandall, 
Scott Johnson, Pete Tholl, Tony Alva, Conrad 
Miyoshi. 
Engh: Bobby Piercy and Henry Hester, but H’s 
days are limited. 
Hester: My top competition is Paul Engh in 
track slalom, and Bob Skoldberg, Bob Piercy, 
T.R., and Tony Alva on asphalt. Paul has good 
leverage for straight cones. 
Walker: From what I've seen, I'd have to say 
Hester, Alva and Skoldberg. In Florida, the best 
would probably be Bobby Mandarino, Dave 
Smith and Joe Levitz. 
araham: The big, bad H. He's perfect with the 
low. 
Tholl: Henry Hester and Bob Piercy. They're 
both pretty consistent. 
Trailer: The mighty and all-perfect H, who 1'll 
beat in the near future. 
Hutson: Henry Hester. He has won almost ev- 
ery blasted race he has entered. Nobody 
comes close to his consistency in any area of 
skateboarding, slalom or freestyle. 
Miyoshi: Henry Hester, Bob Skoldberg, Bob 
Piercy. Henry and Bob Skoldberg are always in 
there on top. Bob Piercy always rips, and | feel 
he will be the man to beat for #1 place in the 
near if not immediate future. 
Yandall: |f any skater is tops all around, it 
would have to be Tony Alva. He is a true skater. 
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Henry Hester, Carlsbad. Photo: Dan Devine. 


When it comes to tops in the slalom field, Henry 
Hester has become an historical figure for the 
advancement of slalom racing. He is in the 
groove. 

Ryan: I'd say Henry Hester ... he’s always 
consistent, and always pushing hard. 
Williams: Henry Hester. It's a question of mind 
over matter. 

Skoldberg: Henry Hester, Danny Trailer, Bob 
Piercy, Mike Williams, Tommy Ryan, and Tony 
Alva. They have that frame of mind that | was 
talking about. They think fast. 

Sims: For each type of slalom, there are those 
who stand out. The most consistent racers in- 
clude Hester, Skoldberg, Ryan, Piercy, Alva, 
Engh, Hutson, Trailer, Yandall, Peralta, Wil- 
liams, Andre, and Reeves. 

Shufeldt: Henry Hester, T. Ryan, Mike Williams, 
Bob Piercy, Bob Skoldberg, Tony Alva, and 
John Hutson. They've all worked out their own 
styles and techniques. 


Who do you See as fast and up- 
coming? Why? 

Piercy: Conrad Miyoshi—he has the ability and 
the determination to be +1. 

Woodstock: Bob Piercy and Mike Williams. 
Peralta: | haven't been around La Costa 
enough to tell. 

Smith: | see plenty of upcoming guys every 
Sunday at La Costa; | don’t know all their 
names. A few are Scott Johnson, Layne Oaks, 
Marty Schaub, Pete Tholl. 

Engh: Conrad Miyoshi. He’s hot, but doesn't 
do good in competition. 

Hester: Mike Williams has ‘‘fast and up- 
coming” written all over his face because he’s 
serious about what he’s doing. Also David 





Hackett. 

Walker: In California, I'd say David Hackett. He 
has a good-looking style even when he's going 
fast. In Florida, watch out for Jim McCall. He 
hasn't been entering slalom competition, but 
has decided to get into it. He's a lot faster than | 
thought he'd be. 

Graham: Ryan and Piercy are steaming up 
Henr,’’s alley. 

Tholl: Marty Schaub. He gets faster each run. 
Trailer: Tommy Ryan with his snakey moves. 
Hutson: It is still too soon to see any new kids 
coming up. It’s going to happen, but it’s still 
very early. 

Miyoshi: Steve Sishler and Mike Williams. 
Yandall: Mike Williams, Bob Piercy, Tommy 
Ryan, and the ever-amazing Bob Skoldberg 
are on their way up. 

Ryan: John Hutson from Santa Cruz. 
Williams: Bobby Piercy is unique in his fast ski 
stance. He is a fine snow skier, and employs a 
lot of that skill into his skateboarding 
Skoldberg: David Hackett. Every time | turn 
around, this guy gets harder to see! Woody 
Woodstock is also going to be hot; he’s gotten 
the basics down in a hurry. 

Sims: John Drury, who competes in the Jr. 
Men's, has never taken less than a ‘‘first.”’ His 
gyrating, tracking and lines put him con- 
sistently far ahead of the pack. 

Shufeldt: Pete Tholl, Marty Schaub and Davey 
“Pappy” Andrews. They enjoy racing, and 
they practice a lot. 


What do you think is the future 
of slalom racing? 

Piercy: | can't see slalom racing going any- 
where but bigger and better. 


Woodstock: Better rules! Separate slalom and 
freestyle contests on different days. As skate- 
boarding becomes more and more popular in 
this country and abroad, the competition will in- 
crease greatly. 

Peralta: | think it has a great future as long as 
the courses are set up like the skaters them- 
selves want them. 

Smith: Slalom racing will continue to grow as 
long as there are safe, clean hills and surfaces 
to run on. The competition is there, ready and 
willing to race. 

Engh: No comment. 

Hester: I'd like to see it get like the drag races 
every Friday night! | hope it isn't pushed aside 
in major contests any more. Europe is going to 
be slalom crazy in the near future. Pro boards 
will be custom made and be about $150. You'll 
see top riders coming out of the mountains. 
Courses will be more electronic. It will be twice 
as exciting from now on because the slalom 
riders are learning a little showmanship. 
Walker: | think it'll get tougher for the best 
racers to stay on top because as time goes On, 
more people will get into it, equipment will get 
better, and times will be cut tighter and tighter. 
The best riders will have to work twice as hard 
to stay where they are now. 

Graham: Future is the dual-ditch slalom, which 
will complement the flat downhilll. 

Tholl: | think it will go a long way because it’s 
fast and exciting. 

Trailer: What is the future of snow-ski racing? 
Hutson: The future of slalom racing is bright. | 
think slalom will become a very participant-ori- 
ented sport. Anyone and everyone can get out 
onthe course and record a time, then compare 
himself to other competitors, and know where 
he stands. Slalom racing will establish itself as 
the ‘‘true grit’ event in skateboard competition. 
Also, slalom racing will separate itself from 
freestyle, and contests will be scheduled deal- 
ing strictly with downhill events. 

Miyoshi: Big money, and most of all a lot of fun 
from racing against international competition. 
Yandall: The future is Larry Bertleman style— 
anything is possible. 

Ryan: |f people don't start realizing this is a 
sport and not just a little kid's game, there will 
be no more sport. | feel the promoters could do 
much to improve skateboard racing’s image by 
providing good courses, and in their promotion 
and coverage of the races. 

Williams: |t's whatever the skaters, promoters 
and manufacturers do to the sport. The best is 
sO possible in both organization of races and 
equipment. The worst could happen if things 
are not really refined and polished. It’s just like 
riding the best combinations of equipment—it 
all pays off. You have to do it right to make it all 
come together! 

Skoldberg: Hopefully, slalom racing will take 
its place alongside other professional sports 
such as skiing, and a professional tour will hap- 
pen. | do think it is here to stay as a profes- 
sional, major event. 

Sims: The massive growth in the last two years 
would indicate a continuing development of 
slalom racing. With many skate parks now In 
planning and building stages, it appears that 
ideal conditions for organized training and 
competition may not be far away 

Shufeldt: If we get sponsorship from big bust- 
ness, and keep organizing Am and Pro meets, 
it will grow like ski racing has, but on a little 
larger scale, | believe. gs 
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The ever-amazing Waldo Autry, carving over 


the steps, above the drainage channel and 
nearly off the coping, at an abandoned 


sanatarium pool—appropriately named the 


“Fruit Bowl. 


" Photo: Warren Bolster 
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(ABOVE) At a Northern California pool, Mike 
Goldman radically defines personal limits. . . 


or does he? Photo: Gary Medeiros. 


the mystical Pipe. Hot skater Greg Ayres and 
Photographer Jim Cassimus found some 





pipes of their own, somewhere in L.A. Note 
the ramp approach to the left. 








(ABOVE LEFT) Another super-vertical drop at — successfully worked from the Pipe to the flat same. 
the Pipe by the Maniac (Bob Biniak). on both sides, takes a vertical drop designed (BELOW) Gregg Weaver hot-wiring realities at 


: (ABOVE RIGHT) Waldo Autry, having to place him back in the Pipe for more of the the Fruit Bowl. 
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Scott Williams and Gregg Weaver working 
back-to-back double shifts at the Fruit Bow! - 
Photos: Bolster 
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Even Tony Alva, normally one of impeccable disaster below). Tony's also famous for his 
pin-point control (as demonstrated above ina —_ midnight ‘‘now you see them, now you don't"’ 
close lens check at the 13’ Soul Bowl), misses bug-squishing kickturns in the Carlsbad 
occasionally (as seen in the sequential bowls. Photos: Warren Bolster. 
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Three perspectives of Randy Travers catching 
air at Carlsbad. Photos: Guy Motil. 
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COMPETITION 


THE SECOND 
PARR L 
HANG TEN 
HORLD 
GONTEST. 


by Di Dootson 


The newly installed slalom and downhill 
runs of the Carlsbad Skate Park were the 
site of the Second Annual Hang Ten World 
Contest. Spanning two days, Saturday 
featured the team competition (organized by 
the Pacific Skateboard Association), while 
the individual competition (organized by the 
Pro-Am SRA) was held on Sunday. Filmed 
by ABC Wide World of Sports, and viewed by 
2500 spectators, the six team entries and 
twenty-two individuals performed with such 
a high level of ability that the television 
viewers across the nation will truly not 
believe how far the sport has progressed 
since “Sidewalk Surfin’.”’ 

The four-man team competition was 
organized on an accumulative point basis— 
each skater giving his ‘place points” (first 
place equals one point, sixth place equais 
six points, etc.) to the team’s accumulative 
score. All team members entered the cross- 
country relay, and each chose either 
freestyle or slalom. The team from Tunnel 
Wheels entered Jeff Wolff, Mitch Haake, and 
Mike McCreary in the slalom, and Chris 
Chaput in the freestyle event. Logan Earth 
Ski entered Bob Biniak as the team’s lone 
slalom racer; and Bruce Logan, Torger 
Johnson, and Tony Alva in the freestyle. 
Sims entered two slalom racers; Tom Sims 
and Don Andre, and two freestylers; Jerry 
Pattison and Robert Reeves. Gordon and 
Smith had three slalom racers; Henry 
Hester, Chris Yandall, and Woody 
Woodstock; and one freestyle entry, Stacy 
Peralta. Santa Cruz Skateboards entered all 
four men; Tommy Ryan, John Hutson, Mike 
Williams, and Bobby Piercy in the slalom 
race. Hobie entered Bob Skoldberg in 
slalom, and Mike Weed, Skitch Hitchcock, 
and Garrison Hitchcock in freestyle. This 
lineup made for a knock-out day. 

The new slalom run at Carlsbad is super! 
Although the fresh asphalt was needing to 
age, the racers really liked it. Teammates 
were racing against each other, providing 
the necessary extra pacing to help them go 
faster. A new timing system was designed by 
Brigg Sherman exclusively for 
skateboarding. It consisted of a five-bulb 
Christmas tree start, with an audio tone, 
allowing the racers to watch the course 
instead of the lights. The most amazing 


feature of the system is the teletype print-out 
that can serve as a heat sheet. A 
tremendous step forward for the sport. 

The cross-country relay course was set in 
the bowl’s beginners’ area covering the 
entire 12,000 square feet. Marked by cones, 
and some areas designated for pushing and 
some only for pumping, this was easily the 
most exciting event of the day. Complete 
with baton pass, as in track meets, the clock 
started when the first skater heard the ‘'Go,”’ 
and continued for all four skaters until the 
last man’s front trucks crossed the finish 
line. The baton pass was a critical part of the 
event. Team practice really paid off here. 
The winning team was Santa Cruz, 
completing the course in 2:20.0; Logan, 
second place, ran the course in 2:20.6; 
Hobie placed third with 2:21.0; G & S placed 
fourth with 2:24.0; Sims’ time of 2:26.0 gave 
them fifth place; Tunnel Wheels was sixth 
with 2:40.0. 

The freestyle event used only a free 
routine, not compulsories. Each contestant 
was allowed two minutes in which to 
perform. This event was held on the new 
(too new) flatland freestyle area between the 
slalom runs. 

At the end of the day, Santa Cruz had 
accumulated 18 place points, far ahead of 
the pack, for a first-place, winning $800. 
Hobie placed second with 23 points and 
winning $400. Gordon and Smith won $300 
for placing third with 31 points. Logan 
earned 34 points, Sims earned 37 points, 
and Tunnel Wheels had 38 points. What a 
day! With still another power day to follow. 

Entries for Sunday’s individual competition 
had been invited weeks before. They began 
assembling early for the usual registration 
and board check. Having raced on 
Saturday, also, many were present for a 
second day of competition. Again the slalom 
started the day. Denis Shufeldt was out early 
setting the course. Racers got two practice 
runs, and then the heavy racing began. 
Each skater raced twice in the qualifying 
runs. The best time was noted as the racers 
were seated in a single-elimination ladder. 
From then on, each racer took two runs in 
each heat. The slower racer was eliminated, 
the faster racer was advanced. In the finals, 
John Hutson raced Bobby Piercy for third 
and fourth. Tony Alva raced Henry Hester for 
first and second. It was a tremendously 
exciting heat. Piercy broke his board on a 
run and had to race on a new one. Hester 
took a bad fall, only to return and make an 
even faster time on the next run. 

This contest also provided an opportunity 
for the country to view another new event. 
Held in the same bowls area as the cross- 
country relay held on Saturday, contestants 
competed in a bowls free-style. Imagine. . . 
the best pool riders like Alva, Weaver, Weed, 
Logan, all given a two-minute chance to let it 
all hang out. And are they ever 
professionals—smooth, calculating, 


dramatic! Don't miss it when ABC shows it in 
your area. 

The flatland freestyle was held on the area 
between the slalom runs. It was growing 
dark as the weather clouded the evening 
sunset, but that didn't slow anybody down. 
Curt Lindgren performed a smooth double 
kick flip; Chris Chaput executed smashing 
handstand 180 walk-overs; and Mr. Electric, 
Tony Alva, brought a new trick to the sport, a 
handstand carving a tight 180. 

Running concurrent with the flatland 
freestyle was the downhill speed race on the 
Park’s new 600-foot run. Requiring full 
safety equipment (helmets, gloves, knee- 
elbow pads, shoes, long pants), the 
estimated 35 m.p.h. run caused no injuries— 
some falls, but no injuries. And that is to the 
credit of the Park designers, Jack Graham 
and John O'Malley, and the safety 
equipment required. 

The awards ceremony turned out to be as 
fun, and definitely more relaxing, than the 
entire two days of competition. Awards were 
given after dark in the lighted bowls area. 
While waiting for scores to be compiled, the 
stars of the skateboard world, and their 
friends, all sat on the top lip of the big bowl 
watching Denis Shufeldt, who had put in 21 
hours on the microphone in two days, put on 
his own show, featuring lots of laughing, 
hooting, relaxing, and just generally horsing 
around. Awards, and kisses by Miss Hang 
Ten, were awarded to finalists in a grand 
manner. 

The Second Annual Hang Ten World 
Contest was a smashing double-day way to 
end the skateboard season. With winter 
coming on and no pro contests on schedule, 
the stars will have more time to practice, 
invent new tricks, and improve the old ones. 
Wait till you see them next year. 


RESULTS 

MEN’S DOWNHILL SPEED RACE 
1, Mike Williams 6. Torger Johnson 
2. John Hutson 7. Tom Sims 

3. Bob Skoldberg 8. Stacy Peralta 
4. Tony Alva 9. Bruce Logan 

5. Bob Piercy 

MEN'S SLALOM 

1. Henry Hester 6. Paul Engh 

2. Tony Alva 7. Conrad Miyoshi 
3. Bob Piercy 8. Tommy Ryan 

4. John Hutson 9. Mike Williams 
5. Bob Skoldberg 10. Tom Sims 
WOMEN’S SLALOM 

1. Kim Cespedes 5. Robin Logan 

2. Ellen Oneal 6. Robin Alaway 
3. Laura Thornhill 7. Dodie Hackemack 
4. Kathy Bomeiste, 

MEN'S FREESTYLE 

1. Bruce Logan 3. Mike Weed 

2. Tony Alva 4 Steve Cathey 


Ellen Berryman. first place at Long Beach, 
with Uniguely radical freestyle variations. 
Photo: Bolster. 





5. Skitch Hitchcock 
6. Torger Johnson 9. Curt Lindgren 
7. Stacy Peralta 10. Chris Chaput 


WOMEN’S FREESTYLE 


1. Laura Thornhill 4. Ellen Oneal (tie) 
2. Kathy Bomeister 5. Robin Alaway 
3. Robin Logan 6. Mary Zerkie 

4. Kim Cespedes (tie) 


MEN’S OVERALL WINNERS 


1. Tony Alva 6. Bob Piercy 

2. Bruce Logan 7. Bob Skoldberg 
3. Mike Williams 8. Torger Johnson 
4. John Hutson 9. Stacy Peralta 
5. Henry Hester 10. Mike Weed 


WOMEN'S OVERALL WINNERS 


1. Laura Thornhill 5. Robin Logan 

2. Kim Cespedes 6. Robin Alaway 

3. Kathy Bomeister 7. Dodie Hackemack 
4. Ellen Oneal 8. Mary Zerkie 


THE (@ COSTA 


SUNDAY RAGES 
by Di Dootson 


September Sunday races were ‘‘up”’ and 
“down."' ‘Down"’ because the Long Beach 
(Sept. 4-5) and Hang Ten (Sept. 18-19) 
were both held over a weekend; and ‘‘up"’ 
because on the Sunday between those two 
events, La Costa had more racers present 

. than ever before. For the Giant Slalom on 
Sept. 12, there were thirty-five entries! There 
were so many that each took only three 
runs. The top ten were taken to the finals 
where they took three more runs. 

1. BOB SKOLDBERG 
2. MIKE WILLIAMS 
3. HENRY HESTER 
Other racers: 

Dave Dominy (F) 
Stacy Peralta (F) 
Tommy Ryan (F) 
Chris Yandall (F) 
Russ Gosnell (F) 
Neil Graham (F) 
Layne Oaks (F) 
Marty Schaub 
Lance Smith 

Steve Sherman 
Chris Foley 

Woody Woodstock 
Doug Saladino 
Steve Cathey 

Jeff Emerck 

Steve Lis 

Jon Neander 

Paul Engh 

Jeff Alexander 

Ray Allen 

Robin Logan 

Dave Carson 
Randy Travers 
Curtis Hesselgrave 
Warren Bolster 
Kathie Bomeister 
Paul Hoffman 

Abe Rodriguez 
Jeff Junkins 


68 


8. Jose Galan 


Di Dootson 

Becky Williams 
Dodie Hackenmack 
Dave Hackett 

The Sunday after the Hang Ten turned out 
the usual number of entries. The pros who 
regularly race were taking a break, leaving 
the scene wide open for those up and 
coming amateurs who are usually 
overshadowed. For the first time at La Costa 
an amateur, Steve Sherman, beat a field of 
pros for first place in Giant Slalom. 

The Tight Slalom was another good race 
for the sixteen entries. Another amateur won 
a place in this race—Pete Tholl placing 
second. These younger men and women, 
are practicing constantly. With their eyes on 
winners like Hester, Skoldberg, and Williams, 
they are truly going faster and giving the 
pros a good race. Dave Dominy and Dave 
Carson were well matched that day. Making 
the same times in the finals, they required 
three runoffs to decide who took third. 


GIANT SLALOM 


1. STEVE SHERMAN—Am 
2. MIKE WEED—Pro 

3. MITCH HAAKE—Pro 
Other racers: 

Dave Carson (F)—Pro 
Rodd Saunders (F)—Pro 
Garrison Hitchcock—Pro 
Eddie Katz—Pro 

Curtis Hesselgrave—Pro 
Pat Ferguson—Am 
Ritchie Saunders—Am 
Jeff Junkins—Pro 


TIGHT SLALOM 


1. MIKE WILLIAMS—Pro 
2. PETE THOLL—Am 
3. DAVE CARSON—Pro 
Other racers: 
Dave Dominy (F)—Pro 
Chris Foley (F)—Pro 
George Torres (F)—Am 
Steve Lis—Am 
Steve Sherman—Am 
Eddie Katz—Pro 
Curtis Hesselgrave—Am 
Warren Bolster—Pro 
Mitch Haake—Pro 
Rodd Saunders—Am 
Pat Ferguson—Am 
Ritchie Saunders—Am 
Jeff Junkins—Pro 

This weekend also saw the institution of a 
“Duffers’’ race. Open to anyone who feels 
they are past skateboarding’s prime, it has 
to be the most fun race of all. 
Duffer's Slalom 
1. Brigg Sherman 
2. Danielle Carson 

Races on October 3 never really 
happened. There were plenty of people 
running the course. Stop watches were 
present, but it was about 85 degrees, and 
much too hot to skate hard 

The amateurs took over the race on 
October 10. With eight entries (6 pros, 2 
amateurs). racers took four runs and 
considered the best of those times to place 
first, second, and third. It was the two 
amateurs who took first and second. Hard 


on the ego, but OK on the wallet, the pro 
placing third took home the whole purse. 


GIANT SLALOM 


1. STEVE SHERMAN—Am 
2. MARTY SCHAUB—Am 
3. LANCE SMITH—Pro 
Other racers: 
Denis Shufeldt—Pro 
Dave Carson—Pro 
Chris Foley—Pro 
Ellen Oneal—Pro 
Pat Ferguson—Pro 

The Duffers were there for the second 
week. And . . . someone's been practicing. If 
she’s not careful she won't be a duffer 
anymore. 
Duffers 
1. Danielle Carson 
2. Brigg Sherman 

October 31 (it happens to be Halloween) 
is the date chosen for the first Masters race 
at La Costa. Open to anyone twenty-seven 
and older, it finally gives the Masters a 
chance to compete against their peers. A lot 
of older skateboarders are looking forward 
to that one. 


THE FIRST ANAUAL 
MIGHT Eh 
SHATEBORRD 
CHAM PIBUS HIPS 
by Chris Yandall 


SLALOM RESULTS 
Boys’ Men's 
1. Pat Barret 1. Joe O'Laughlin 
2. Charles Yandall 2. Fred Yandall 
3. Brent O’Laughlin 3. John Genuine 


As sunset approached. and relieved Bay 
City of its typical muggy day, the First 
Annual Michigan Skateboard 
Championships got under way. Enthusiasts 
throughout the city entertained a crowd of 
two hundred, which was certainly unique for 
the area involved. Representing the 
industrial farm town, like many other 
midwestern towns, were the high school 
kids, overly tired with the seasonal routines 
of secondary sports. Added interest 
stemmed from athletic prowess from the 
sports jocks who were thinking of alternate 
ways to bust their buns. Allin all, fun was 
had by all. Unlike the radical West Coast, 
which everyone knows had a head start, the 
crowd viewed an earlier scene of sunny 
California. The handstands, nose wheelies, 
and simple space walking, were well 
received by the CB crowd 

A 25-cone course with a straight and 
staggered variation was well raced by the 
many competitors. The men’s division along 
with the boys’ resulted in only tenths of a 
second between the finalists. Pat Barret 
edged Charlie Yandall out of first-place 
honors in the boys’ division, while John 
Genuine and Freddie Yandall were surprised 
by an upcoming star, Joe O'Laughlin, in the 
top three men’s finals 
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Ellen was quick to grace the walls with her 
delicate touch at the Carlsbad Hang Ten. 
Photo: Warren Bolster. 
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fis DRA CAS ye aM, 
Ellen Berryman reveling in the danc 
Spectra-Action. 


e. Frampton concert photo by Todd Friedman/ 


Although having been drugged by an 
autograph-seeker's spiked soft drink, Brad 
Logan still managed to perform his routine at 
Long Beach before being taken to the 
hospital 





Steve Brown in suspended concentration 


Another aesthetically fine performance by 
Laura Thornhill at Long Beach. The lady is a during the barrel jump preliminaries at Long 
champ. Photo: Bolster. Beach. Photo: Bolster 69 
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(two photos) An incredibly strong future Jumping one board at Long Beach one week, 
athlete , 5-year-old Mike Aiken is progressing and four boards at Carlsbad two weeks later. 
so rapidly that we can hardly keep up. Shown 


Ernie Martin trom New Jersey, winner ofthe Doug ‘‘Pineapple"’ Saladino, table jumping at 
practices his art at Carlsbad. high-jump event, and darkhorse skater par Long Beach. 
excellence. 
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“Hang ten whenever you can;"' Skitch 
Hitchcock's solution to the contest footwear 
regulations . He was disqualified. 

Photo: Glen T. Buckles. 


Unique, one-time overview of Carlsbad from — Since last issue, Steve Cathey has already 
the ABC Wide World of Sports lookout upped his two-board, consecutive 360's total 


to 98 revolutions. 

















on On 4 Z 
Skitch Hitchcock's radical bowl-riding 
strength moves at Carlsbad. 





Laura Thornhill flowing on the fresh asphalt of 
the new Carlsbad Hang Ten freestyle area. 


The Rhino Team further demonstrating their 
bizarre skills at the Hang Ten. 










ABC slalom overview. Ellen Oneal and Kim Gregg Weaver sets up another of his amazing 
Cespedes blaze new trails. lip slides at the Carlsbad Hang Ten. 


“Mad Dog" Tony Alva, full throttle, as always, 
through the new Carlsbad downhill. (Racing 
people is easier than racing cars.) 





Chris Chaput, winner at Long Beach just two 
weeks prior, showing flow speed at the Hang 
Te 

Ten. 
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Frampton Concert. 
Photo: Todd Friedman 


/Spectra-Action. 


Bobby Boyden's kick-flip high jump. 





Fifteen-year-old freestyle wizard, Steve Shipp. 
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DON E. BRANKER INTERVIEW 
“The Thrill ls Gone In Rock And Roll’”’ 


by Warren Bolster 


It was with a great deal of uncertainty, yet 
hope, that skateboarding’s infantly 
vulnerable professional movement 
approached the California FreeFormer 
World Professional Skateboard 
Championships. In spite of heavy recent 
skateboarding exposure before live 
audiences of 50,000 plus at the Beach Boy 
and Framptom concerts (produced by the 
prestigious Wolf and Rissmiller concert 
promoters under the direction of Don E. 
Branker), there was still the bitter taste of the 
previous large arena disasters, or near 
disasters, to wash from the memory. One 
question ran rampant—could anyone really 
attract a large enough audience for the 
promotion to pay for itself, as well as 
properly paying the participants? No one 
was certain, but it seemed to be generally 
felt that if anyone could do it, Don Branker, 
in conjunction with Wolf and Rissmiller, 
could be one of the last two hopes for the 
professional sport; the other hope being the 
Hang Ten at the Carlsbad Skate Park to be 
held two. weeks later, under a different 
format; different because network television 
coverage and nota large attendance was 
the major consideration. But the purse at the 
Hang Ten was necessarily small, whereas 
the real hope of the professional skaters 
seemed to immediately lay in the supportive 
$20,000 offered at Long Beach. 

It's all become history now. While not 
attracting a monster of a crowd, Donny 
Branker did, however, attract an audience of 
proportions yet unheard of in skateboard 
history. Approximately 12,500 people over a 
sixteen-hour, two-day period, as compared 
to the best prior record of approximately 
5,000 people (over even more hours in a 
two-day period). New hope was injected. In 
fact, Long Beach, it was felt by most, was 
the cleanest run, best paying and most 
entertaining contest of any size or kind ever 
held. The revolutionary act of paying every 
invitee a check for $100 (not of the rubber 
variety) guaranteed that everyone went 
home a winner, as well as a paid 
professional. True champions were picked, 
and there were few complaints with the 
results. The pros finally had something to be 


proud of—even those who previously had 
exhibited less than professional conduct 
rose to the occasion. 

The cause and effect of all this seemed to 
point the finger at the man most 
responsible—Donny Branker. His no b:s. 
attitude, often considered bordering on rude 
to someone unaccustomed to his nature, 
was partly to praise. Not the kind of niceties 
that will win friends (as Donny is the first to 
admit), but very functional for getting the job 
done with a minimum of bickering. It was 
following this philosophy that Don let it be 
known from the start that trouble-makers 
wouldn't be invited—''we don't need it,’’ he’s 
often been heard to say. By setting up a 
logical, functional order of command, he 
was able to eliminate the unnecessary 
distraction of dealing with individual rider's 
problems—a problem that had contributed to 
the undoing of many others before him. And 
it all worked. However, in spite of Long 
Beach's success in terms of future 
projected attendance potentials and new 
professional standards, Donny is still not 
satisfied. He seems to be the kind of person 
who learns rapidly from his mistakes, and 
you get the distinct impression that those 
mistakes don't have the proverbial 
“snowball's chance in hell’’ of recurring. 

All told, Donny's program adds up to one 
helluva entertainment package, ensuring 
that skateboarding dream continues to 
unfold, more brilliant than ever. Those who 
don't believe in or care about the dream will 
undoubtedly fall by the wayside, as they 
should. | have every reason to believe that 
Don Branker will be around for a long time. 
The guy's all right. 

Could you give us a rundown of 
your past experience in promoting 
events? 

Basically, I'm a concert promoter. Over 
the last eleven years, I've promoted 
concerts throughout the world; Canada, 
Europe, and the United States, to the tune of 
probably 1,000 concerts. Some of them 
have been very small, others have been the 
largest concerts ever held. The 
achievements |'m most proud of were 
producing the California Jam on television, 
and the live one, which was the largest 








grossing event in entertainment history. | 
was executive producer of the Evel Knievel 
Snake River Canyon jump; | hosted “‘In 
Concert,’ the ABC-TV network show for a 
year; did the Kentucky Derby as a 
coordinator for ABC when they moved into 
it; produced records and groups and 
albums, and managed bands; and now |'m 
in skateboarding. 


What brought you to 
skateboarding? 

Well, for me, the thrill is gone in rock and 
roll. | got very bored with it. You see 
everything, and so often there’s just really 
no tingle of thrill left for me. This gave me an 
opportunity to go to something new, as well 
as make some money at it 


What kind of future do you see In 
skateboarding promotion? 

Well, we see bigger contests coming 
along; we see organizing the parks into 
regional and United States contests, where, 
like this year at the Long Beach show, we 
did it by invitation and by a committee. Next 
year, hopefully, we'll do it by regional 
contest winners coming into Long Beach 
from all over the country, and all over the 
world, if possible. That is, if it is at Long 
Beach. We don't know where it's going to 
be, but we do know it will be during the 
same time period next year. There will be 
more prize money; it will be a better-run 
contest than this year’s. We're going to be 
getting involved in aspects of it that other 
people aren't involved in; for instance, the 
professional skater. We want to deal with the 
professional skater; we want to help in 
guiding his career; we want to get some 
more money as team members; we want to 
get more money for the contests; we want to 
get more involved in television and into the 
movies where they're paid adequate 
amounts of money, and get them more 
active into the writing, like you have done in 
SKATEBOARDER; you've given them an 
opportunity to write their views down. We've 
expressed those views in other areas, such 
as books. One of the books that we're 
involved in right now is learning-to- 
skateboard-safely books; ‘‘Learning to 
Skateboard Safely’’ is the name of it. It's 
being written by myself and ten other top 
skaters in the world. An average six-year-old 
can pick up the book and learn how to ride. 
No bullshit, no fancy words in there, and not 
160 pages of somebody's philosophy. This 
is just strictly cut and dried; how to ride, how 
to skateboard in the right way. Since | start 
off everything by learning the hard way, | 
figured someone else might benefit from the 
experience 
What areas are your association's 
policies geared to? 

The main areas that we're looking at are 
the skaters themselves. That the skater Is 
not being abused anymore as he has been 
for the past few years, and that he is 
rewarded for competing and rewarded for 
doing exhibitions, and he gets involved in 
the proper films and the proper magazines, 
and they're paid for what they're doing 
Other people are making money off them; 
it's about time that they made money back 


themselves. We want to also get involved 
into competitions like we did at Long Beach, 
except over the whole country where we 
can bring in other kids. | was glad to see a 


kid from New Jersey coming in, for instance. 


He came 3,000 miles, but he was a winner. 
So throughout the United States, there's a 
lot of good skaters who are not being seen. 
As we travel! throughout the United States, 
we'll be looking at these skaters and finding 
a place for them, referring them to various 
schemes, guiding them on how to become a 
money-making professional. Basically, what 
it comes down to more than this is that 
they're professional athletes. The only 
reason why | admire a skateboarder as an 
athlete is because he's just like the average 
person; he's not big enough to be a 
basketball player; he's not big enough to be 
a football player; he doesn't have the money 
to become an ice skater. He’s just an 
average kid, and now he has a way of 
making a living. I'm really glad to see it, 
because that's exactly what | am, just an 
average kid. My little boy, through heredity, 
is gonna be an average guy's kid. Now what 
is he going to do for a living? Well, right now 
I'd love to see him be a professional skater. 
And starting off at 4, and having the 
expertise of all the riders that are friends of 
mine, he’s gonna be a champion some day. 
| want him to be. 

What are your association's plans 
for next year? 

The association, over the next year, is 
going to be involved very much into opening 
up the skate parks. We are promoters and 
producers, and those are the two areas of 
skateboarding that | felt were lacking, that 
we are going to be involved in. We are going 
to be involved in new parks coming up, not 
actually making them, but promoting them 
once they're built. We'll be producing 
exhibitions throughout the country, actually 
throughout the world, the way it’s looking 
right now. Again, adding a little bit of 
entertainment flair to it. We're going to 
coordinate the riders themselves so they are 
protected, like we talked about earlier, We're 
going to put together an association that will 
be open to all members, even with 
professionals and non-professionals, so that 
they can participate on the same levels as 
professionals and draw from their 
experiences in their learning. We have a 
large investment In skateboarding right now, 
and we plan to stake a lot of money into next 
year, because we believe in it as a sport, 
and |'m looking forward to skateboarding 
happening, mainly because | don't want to 
lose any money, naturally, but also because 
| find myself on the creative end of 
something that Is just starting. Even though | 
feel that a lot of people who put in the years 
beforehand paved the way up until now, | 
still think it’s in its birth stages. Now my 
corporation and | can become involved and 
originate our own ideals of skateboarding, 
and help out in the areas of producing and 
promoting. That's the areas we excel at 
Do you think that the future 
competitions will take the same 
form as they're taking now? 





‘.., he electrifies the audience because of 
his charisma.’’ Russ Howell performing before 
55,000 fans at the Anaheim Beach Boys 
Concert. Photos: Warren Bolster. 


Gerry Patterson, 
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Well, they'll improve. What we did with the 
Long Beach Contest was to take a 
composite of all the other meets that had 
been held, whether they were successful or 
a failure. We try to take the best parts of 
them and incorporate them into a successful 
show. We think we succeeded at that aspect 
of it. Now we have to take it and improve it 
even more, spending more time researching 
and developing the compulsories, an aspect 
which we added into skateboarding. | think 
the compulsories are a very vital part of 
skateboarding in the future. They will 
increase the standards of the skaters, 
increase the rules, and possibly train the 
judges better so that we can have a whole 
unbiased group of judges to pull from in the 
freestyle, just to keep improving it. As we're 
improving it, we're gonna involve more of 
the audience. The audience is a key right 
now to professional skateboarding 
competition. If you run a meet, and 500 
people show up, everybody loses; the 
skaters who compete, the man who put on 
the meet, and skateboarding as a whole. 
Whereas, like at Long Beach, you saw 
basically a good crowd, the best skating I've 
ever seen by the skaters themselves, 
because they drew from the energy of the 
audience, and also they were drawing for 
the bigger dollars, so they put themselves 
on. | reviewed the films because | didn’t get 
a chance to see it, and it was the best 
skating I've ever seen, it really was. The 
demonstrations and the freestyle routines 
were just beautiful, and the arena floor is not 
even the best location to do it on. But for the 
time being, until the parks get big enough to 
hold the crowds that we need to sustain it, 
we'll stay indoors. Once the parks are big 
enough and they can hold an audience of 
15-20,000 people, we'll shift out to the 
outdoor parks, because that's where they 
really should be held. 


Do you think there is any aspect of 
the sport that might have to be 
eliminated or improved on in order 
to add more spectator appeal? 

| think we just need to grow from there, 
because what the audience likes to see is 
moods that they can relate to; they like to 
see the jumping; they like to see the twisting 
and the flipping; they like to see the 
headstands; they like to see the racing. They 
don't understand the racing that much; they 
just watch the winners; they know one guy’s 
faster than another, but they don’t really 
understand why he’s faster. If you take a 
person like Henry Hester, he is the fastest 
skater in the world, and he is that way 
because he has developed a style; he has 
the best equipment: he’s trained the 
hardest, and more important than that, he’s 
a true competitor. As more of them learn to 
compete among themselves, you';e going to 
start seeing an upgrading of the 
competition, and consequently more people 
coming in to see it. Of the young kids we 
watched during their freestyle 
demonstrations, the winners are only 15 or 
16 years old; two years from now, they'll be 
spectacular performers. The aspect that we 
are bringing into it is the entertainment 
aspect, and this is what draws the people to 
see it. They don't come to see the newest 
boards that are out, or the newest wheels: 
they come to see the performers, the 
speeders, the professional athletes, and | 
call them entertainers because they are. We 
saw that for practically sixteen hours; they 
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were entertaining an audience. For the first 
time, they were entertainers, in contrast to 
other meets, which | always look at, watch 
and research. The audience was a 
bystander; they were looking on at what was 
going on, but not really participating in it. In 
this one here, the audience was right there; 
they were aware of it; they were aware that 
Tony Alva was going for 18 barrels, and that 
Ernie Martin from New Jersey was going for 
the 48” high jump. They were aware that 
Chris Chaput’s performance, and Ellen 
Berryman’s, was the best of the day. This 
was an audience that walked in six hours 
earlier, knowing nothing about 
skateboarding, and walked out of there 
understanding what was going on enough 
so that they were participating in the contest 
themselves. So it's just a matter of 
education. Your magazine is educating the 
mass public so far, and it’s very important 
that it keeps on going. 

What do you think that we as a 
magazine might do to help improve 
the sport? 

By reporting exactly as you see it. We had 
avery unique situation, because you were 
selected as a contestant in this meet, so you 
got to report on the meet from the inside out; 
and if we were shysters, or con men, or 
whatever, you would report it as that, and | 
would think, as a magazine, you should 
report it as that. | think that what you're 
starting to do now is very good. You're 
opening up to other skaters, so they just 
don't see the same faces in your magazine; 
and that’s very, very valuable. By giving a 
chance for a young performer coming up to 
be somewhat known, he can parlay that little 
bit of notoriety into a team slot someplace 
along the line for him. My main criticism, of 
course, as we discussed, is that | want to 
see that magazine out on the newsstands 
more, so the average kid, again, can walk 
into a store in Des Moines, lowa, and pick up 
a SKATEBOARDER Magazine. Right now, 
they all get sold out before it gets to Des 
Moines, unfortunately. But we need the 
whole country, and your magazine, as Our 
bible, has to reach the mass public. 


As an agent and a promoter, which 
skateboarders that you've seen 
might be potential entertainers? 

You know it’s real interesting, out of all the 
riders, you can see the ones with charisma. 
In the slalom, you look at Henry Hester, Bob 
Skoldberg; you know, they put their whole 
heart into it, and you can feel that in the 
audience. Paul Engh has always amazed 
me. A young guy that I'd never seen before, 
Bob Piercy, had an awful lot of charisma, 
and the audience was relating to it. And in 
the slalom, it’s a little harder because you 
only have a short period of time to excite a 
whole lot of people. My favorite style of 
skating is the Ed Nadalin style, which is that 
smoothness where he goes from one move 
to another move in a beautiful transition, that 
| think eventually all freestyle skaters will 
have to incorporate into their freestyle 
routine. The fluidity right now is lacking; it 
was one of the only things that was lacking 
in the freestyle event. You look at a Russ 
Howell, | got to see Russ perform in front of 
50,000 people three times this summer; he 
electrifies the audience because of his 
charisma. He is a performer and entertainer, 
as well as an athlete; you could see that 
from the middie of L.A. Coliseum to the top 
of the rafters. Very few football players can 


portray that charisma like Russ had. There 
are other stars that I’m really impressed 
with; Bob Mohr, for example. | like Bob's 
style, because Bob is an entertainer; he’s a 
musician, and he understands the 
relationship between an audience and a 
performer. Young Chris Chaput just totally 
blew me out, as far as doing very, very hard 
tricks and not really making a great big to-do 
about it. He did the hardest tricks you can 
do. Ellen Berryman, the girl who won, was 
most impressive. She is just an angelic- 
looking rider. When she gets ona 
skateboard and does the tricks, she just 
mystifies me, because | can’t do any of them 
just standing on ground; I’m amazed at what 
these young people have done. And this is 
just a start. | mean, over the next year, 
you're gonna see the exposure as they start 
becoming performers as well as athletes. 
They're gonna start choreographing their 
routines so that not only are they 
incorporating the hard tricks in their 
routines, but they're gonna make it more of 
a show for the audience. So the audience is 
gonna come to watch, you know, to see who 
is the next Dorothy Hamil out of 
skateboarding. Like Ellen Berryman has the 
head start on that right now; she's right 
there. You've got some other young girls 
that are coming up that are really like this. 
Ellen Oneal impresses me as a good young 
skater coming up. Desiree Von Essen, to me, 
is the most solid girl competing for all events. 
She's the strongest competitor in the 
women; she’s like the Henry Hester of the 
women. What we need is, of course, more 
women in skateboarding. | think it is very, 
very important. | think the ones that are 
competing.now have come a long way in 
just the seven or eight months that I've been 
involved, and over the next year, we're 
gonna see a lot more women coming into it. 
How many people do you think you 
might be able to drawtoa 
skateboard competition? 

| think next year, just gauging by the 
audience that we had this year, which was 
just a little bit over 12,000 people, that by 
next year, we can at least double that, 
meaning we're talking right around 25,000 
people for a championship. That in itself is 
not that hard to do, because we know that 
the people that came this year walked out of 
there positive; they saw something they'd 
never seen, they enjoyed it; they took their 
family to it. A lot of the people | talked to said 
it was the first opportunity they’d had for the 
parents and the kids to enjoy something 
together. Another unique thing was the fact 
that the parent was taken there by the kid, 
and the kid educated the parent throughout 
the day: “Daddy, lookit, that’s a 360, and 
that's barrel jumping.’' The dad went in 
there originally thinking, ‘| don't want to see 
these kids; | don't want to see my kid try all 
these tricks.” Then once he saw what went 
on, he realized his kid could do that trick 
because there's so much training goes into 
it; he had overcome the fear that he had of 
skateboarding. Now | talk to some people 
who say the whole family is skating together, 
which is great. On my block, | see it 
happening; | see it happening all over; you 
know, where the parents and children, after 
dinner, are going out on the streets and 
skating. | love it; | do it every night with my 
family, and that's the first time we've done 
anything together because of my time 


problem. We ride, and we learn, and it’s fun. Se 
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Tony Alva, exploding off a portable ramp at 
Long Beach in typically electric fashion. 
Photo. Warren Bolster 














Ellen 
Oneal 


17 years old, rides for 
Gordon and Smith Fibreflex 


Within a scant year-and-a-half of 
skating, Ellen Oneal has already 
arrived at a level of competency in 
freestyle where the sport/art evolves 
into creative self-expression. Just as 
Roy Jameison’s hyper enthusiasm is 
reflected in his quick slicing and 
sliding, and mellow Weaver, in his flow, 
Ellen’s upright posture and graceful 
movements indicate an unassuming 
sense of pride and, as many observers 
have remarked, ‘‘a bright future ahead 
in skateboarding.” 

Last September at the California 
Free Former Invitational in Long 
Beach, Ellen’s first pro contest, she 
dazzled the huge crowd with her 
radiant smile and one of the most 
thoroughly and thoughtfully 
choreographed routines in the event. 
Despite having to restrict her pre- 
contest practice to a bare minimum 
because of a midsummer bout of 
meningitis, Ellen managed to work 
such maneuvers as wheelies, walking 
the dog, an aerial jump, a V-sit and a 
handstand, to the tempo of the Beach 
Boys’ classic, ‘‘California Girls,’ 
winning wide audience approval and a 
$100 check for third place. In doing so 
she set a high standard for style and 
continuity in the women’s freestyle, 
which she attributes to a positive 
attitude, five years of ballet, a year of 
gymnastics and her one-time mentor, 
Ed Nadalin. 

Ellen met Ed at the Belmont Park 
Contest in the fall of ’75, and they soon 
struck up a close friendship centered 
around their mutual interest in skating. 
He encouraged Ellen, explained 
technique, and influenced her toward 
developing cohesive freestyle routines. 

“Ed impressed upon me (the need) 
to go from one trick into another as 
smoothly as possible,” says Ellen, 
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“and if you need a pump, work ina 
torque rather than taking a foot off the 
board. That really helped me a lot in 
just learning to put tricks together.”’ 

While performing exhibitions with Ed 
and the Cal Pro Team during the first 
half of 1976, young Steve Shipp 
offered Ellen similar assistance, as 
they'd struggle with new maneuvers 
together. Most of all, hard-nosed Steve 
wouldn't let her slack off during 
practice sessions; and, in fact, almost 
literally pushed her into learning the 
gorilla grip, generally regarded as a 
man’s move. (Somewhat ironically, 
Ellen is often encouraged to eliminate 
aerials from her routines, because they 
are usually regarded as unfeminine.) 
‘You can only take so much from 
someone you don’t really like,”’ Ellen 
explains. ‘‘But Steve and | are buddies. 
He’s really influenced my discipline.” 

Yet now that she is participating even 
more heavily in the sport—competing, 
performing exhibitions and, just 
recently, working part-time at a 
skateboard equipment retail outlet— 
she is finding that the discipline, 
necessary to excel in any endeavor, 
comes much easier. ‘‘| guess it all 
revolves around having fun.'’ And 
related to her enjoyment of skating, is 
the reassuring feeling that, despite or 
perhaps because of having become 
involved in competition in the 
beginning largely by chance, she is 
presently letting her skating ‘‘take its 
natural course.’ The statement reflects 
religious /philosophical leanings and is 
consistent with her move this fall to G 
& S Fibreflex, a Christian-oriented 
company. Besides, G & S, who has 
provided her with a quiver of light- 
camber boards which are ‘‘perfectly 
adjusted’’ to her slight weight and 
height, is located only a few miles away 
from her San Diego home. 





Caught between moves in her classic 
performance at Long Beach, Ellen Oneal trips 
the light fantastic. 


Ellen is looking forward to 
“practicing with the team,”' learning 
from such notables as Steve Cathey, 
and teaching others in safety 
demonstrations, which will take her 
across country on short trips during 
this, her senior year in high school. 
She appreciates the opportunity to 
meet other skaters and people in 
general, and would like to eventually 
find a career where she can continue 
to relate to and possibly help young 
people, along the lines of a probation 
officer or a physical education 
instructor. (‘‘Since skateboarding is a 
sport now, they're going to need 
teachers in the future, and I'd really 
like to get into being a professional 
coach or a teacher—sports in general 
and skateboarding specifically.’’) 

In the meantime, Ellen is content to 
be where she’s at and in the direction 
she’s heading. Evidently, she’s doing 
something right, as, prior to the Hang 
Ten Championships at Carlsbad, Ellen 
was featured in a television profile by 
ABC Sports, similar to what they've 
done with major Olympic competitors. 
It is hoped that such a profile will delve 
deep enough to bring out the inspiring 
person that is Ellen Oneal. Actually, 
her smile and her skating say itall. @& 


—Brian Gillogly 





two-board turns with a taste of style. 


Torquing 


‘| guess it all revolves around having fun.” 
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15 years old, rides for Fox 
Skateboards 


As he walked off the airplane, he 
looked like any fifteen-year-old might— 
wide-eyed and hesitant about his new 
surroundings. 

It was a cool, grey afternoon in May, 
1976, overcast covered L.A., 
contrasting the sunny skies of his 
hometown in Melbourne, Florida. Jim 
arrived as one of the two people invited 
to compete in the Magic Mountain 
Contest, the other being Bruce Walker. 

Jimmy had only been skateboarding 
slightly more than a year, and was to 
make an impressive showing here by 
tying Roy Jamieson for second place in 
the freestyle preliminaries and 
picking up fifth in the finals, a 
considerable achievement, considering 
he was competing against some of the 
best freestylers in the world, in an open 
age group. 

Urged by his parents and coached 
by Bruce Walker, success has come 
early for young Jimmy. Of Jim, Bruce 
said: ‘'.. . he is a freestyle specialist, 
but lately into bowl riding and slalom. 
We've been racing a lot, and Jimmy 
has consistently turned in the fastest 
times, and on a freestyle board, no 
less. He’s definitely a major threat in 
any contest he enters—no matter what 
age group.” 

McCall has a professional outlook on 
skateboarding, as well as having won 
the Florida State Championships 
Junior Men's Freestyle event, and 
participating in various skateboard 
exhibitions. When advised to retain his 
amateur status for possible Olympics 
entry, Jimmy declined, saying: ‘| don't 
think skateboarding will make it into the 
Olympics, and if it did, it would be too 





Jim McCall. . . radical Floridian freestyle 
pro, future bowl and slalom threat. Photo: 
Darrell Jones. 


far in the future.”’ 

Recently, while in California for the 
World Professional Skateboarding 
Championships, Jimmy put on an 
outstanding performance with his one- 
handed handstand and his handstand 
tic-tacking (Ed. note: kickturning ina 
handstand position). During his stay in 
California, a film company (B grade, 
obviously) approached Jimmy for an 
appearance in their new movie (get 
this) ‘‘Monsters Skateboarding From 
Outer Space.”’ Stranger than truth it is; 
gone with the wind it is not. 

Originally, Jimmy concentrated on 
freestyle skateboarding, going on to 
bowl riding and slalom only when he 
felt comfortable with his freestyle 
abilities. Jimmy is an advocate of 
skateboard safety equipment, believing 
they will minimize injury in skate parks, 
downhill runs and slalom courses. 
Since Jimmy is still young he'll 
undoubtedly have plenty of time to 
influence and offer ideas to an ever- 
increasing skateboarding populace 
both east and west. 

— Darrell Jones 
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Jimmy’s unique handstand tic-tacking totally 
amazed the other contestants at the Long 
Beach Contest, who were unprepared for so 
much, so soon, from so far. South Beach Pier 
photo by Steve Lester. 
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Butt burning at Skateboard City. Photo: 
Darrell Jones. 
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CESPEDES 


18 years old, rides for 
Hobie Skateboards 


Northern California's super-fluid 
Kim Cespedes. 


In the largely isolated skate 
community of Northern California, the 
sentiment is that Kim Cespedes has 
been long overdue for media exposure. 
Her Southern California counterparts, 
skaters like Laura Thornhill and Ellen 
Oneal, echo that thought. Skate 
cinematographer John Malvino (‘‘That 
Magic Feeling’’) praises her as ‘‘a real 
stylist’’ and ‘‘the first lady of Northern 
California skateboarding.’ And John 
O'Malley of Carlsbad Skatepark, one of 
Kim's favorite Southern California 
spots, refers to her as ‘‘fluid’’ yet 
“aggressive in a classic Polynesian 
sense.” (Actually, her dark complexion 
reflects part Guamese and Filipino 
ancestry.) 

The problem, aside from the obvious 
geographic one, had to do with the 
nature rather than the quality of Kim's 
skating, which may well be likened to 
Gregg Weaver's gut-level cement 
surfing. The problem, and Gregg is a 
notable exception, had to do with 
almost traditional rites of passage to 
skateboarding prominence (i.e., 
initiation by competition or 
photographer acquaintance) and the 
low visibility of soul skaters. The 
problem is that Kim thrives on full-bore, 
spontaneous bank and pool riding, 
which, as Kim will be the first to tell 
you, is really no problem at all—unless, 
of course, you run out of banks and 
pools. | 

Although Kim presently resides just 
north of San Francisco in Marin 
County, she was, curiously enough, 
born in the San Diego area, and lived 
there until her thirteenth year. 








Radical chic at Carlsbad. Photo: 
Warren Bolster. 





Easily one of the most radical girls in 
skateboarding today. 


Immediately thereafter, Kim spent six 
months in Hawaii with her mother (her 
parents are separated), where she 
learned the fundamentals and 
experienced the energy of wave riding. 
That enthusiasm was temporarily 
diminished, however, upon moving to 
Marin. 

“The water's cold and wetsuits are a 
drag,’’ she remarks. °'| kind of lost 
touch with surfing.” 

And then, the summer before last, 
Kim was introduced to skateboarding 
by her younger brother, and that 
feeling was reborn. She soon 
developed a friendly ‘‘competitive 
thing’’ with her brother, which later 
gave rise to similar relationships on the 
Cycle World and Maharajah teams. 
Small local competitions and 
SKATEBOARDER Magazine provided 
further fuel, turning her on to variations 
on the surf style, like ‘‘dogtown.”’ As a 
result, she was among the first female 
riders to perform kick turns on steep 
walls, and is possibly the only female to 
power slide at speed. (‘The power 
slide is my favorite maneuver.’') 

Within the last year, Kim has also 
fared well in major Southern California 
slalom competition: 2nd in Jr. Women’s 
at Ventura, 5th at Long Beach and (st 
at Carlsbad. The reason seems to 
reduce down to the non-cerebral, 
almost instinctual, nature of the act, as 
well as the rush it provokes. 

“| just stand where it feels right on 
the board,’’ she explains, ‘‘and get my 
energy and gyrating going at the top of 
the course. | pick a line to follow—it's 
the most important thing. And then it’s 





_.. whatever feels right.” 

For that same reason, Kim has not 
excelled in large-scale freestyle 
competition. *'| can do a lot of the 
tricks, but | have trouble putting a 
routine together.’ She further admits 
to getting ‘very nervous” in such 
situations, which she attributes to lack 
of experience. Although she’s looking 
to improve her freestyle in the future, 
probably out of necessity, Kim openly 
concedes: ‘'l’m not seriously into it.” 

Of late, most of Kim's serious effort 
has been divided between school and 
a square 10-foot-deep pool near home. 
One-and-a-half-feet from the coping 
and six months away from her high 
school graduation, she's anxious to 
really ‘‘get in touch with 
skateboarding,” which will probably 
mean an extended stay in the San Unique backstretch at the Carlsbad Hang Jen. | 
Diego area and ‘‘a lot more skating."’ 
Sometime afterward she sees the 
possibility of college. 

In September, just prior to the Hang 
Ten Championships at Carlsbad, Kim 
signed on with Hobie, as she has a 
high regard for their equipment and 
team. (She rides 29-inch ‘‘woodies and 
woodie kick tails.'’) The requisite 
demonstrations and competition will, 
she says, enable her ‘to go places and 
skate with people who are really into 
it.’ And as for financial reward, the 
question throws her off a bit: ‘“As long 
as the skating’s fun. . . if the money's 
there, Ill make it.”’ Yet within a few 
seconds, she feels compelled to add, My 
“But | don't really care.’’ Not so 
surprisingly, those words come easy mr - j 
for Kim. 








—Brian Gillogly 
Kim, having her bow! speed checked with a 
radar gun by Robin Rogers (Canada) and 
John O'Malley at Carlsbad. Photo: 
Dan Devine. 
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17 years old, rides for E.T. 
Ripstix 


Six-foot-three-inches tall, and a lean 
175 pounds, Gregg Ayres (pronounced 
“heirs’’) looks a bit like an overgrown 
kid in his usual skating uniform of snug, 
striped tee-shirt and short corduroy 
shorts. But that’s where the analogy 
ends. 

In actuality, Gregg is a veteran 
explorer of skateboarding’s incidental 
cement playgrounds, a pathfinder and 
pioneer, possibly among the last of a 
fading breed in Southern California. 
Gregg’s mind is a road map to some of 
the most accommodating pools, bowls 
and pipelines, past and present, within 
a half-day’s drive from his South Bay 
home. His ears and energies are 
always attuned like radar to new 
prospects. 

During the last two years—or since 
he got his driver's license—he and his 
dog Scruggs (who, appropriately, 
chases urethane wheels instead of 
rubber balls) have made regular 
pilgrimages to such cement shrines as 
the L.A. bowls, the Reservoir and the 
Pipeline. Most recently, Gregg has 
been hot on pools, having ridden an 
estimated thirty so far, in which his 
backside and frontside ‘‘boinkers”’ 
(South Bay for kick turns) have earned 
him the curious nickname ‘‘Queaver’’ 
(reportedly a derivation of Gregg 
Weaver). As a result of his obsession, 
Gregg has come a long way in a short 
time. 

“Gregg’s definitely hot in freestyle. 
Unreal in pools!’’—Laura Thornhill, 
neighbor. 

“He’s one of the best pool riders— 
the tallest person I’ve seen with a really 
good all-around style.’’—Jim 
Cassimus, photographer. 

In other words, despite the ring of it, 
there is nothing queer—that is, odd, 
strange or soft core—about Queaver's 
skating. If anything is unusual, it is that 
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“a veteran explorer of 
skateboarding's incidental cement 
playgrounds.’ 


his above-normal height doesn’t seem 
to be a restricting factor on his style or 
repertoire, except in ‘‘red-faced,”’ or 
strength moves of which he laughingly 
admits, ‘‘I'm too tall or something— 
they just don’t seem to work!” 

However, a seemingly natural 
contortionist, Gregg doesn't let his size 
inhibit flow in small pools and other 
tight spaces. As for the more wide 
open inclines, says Gregg, height can 
work as an advantage, such as in the 
case of the Pipeline, where reliable 
reports have it, he shrunk the 15-foot 
tube and dominated it quite unlike 
anyone else. How high were his 
tracks? In his easy, confident manner, 
he speculates regarding himself and 
Kevin Anderson, a sometime skate 
buddy and inspiration: ‘‘I’ve never seen 
Waldo there, but we probably got about 
as high as you could go.”’ 

The other side of Gregg’s skating, 
beyond his aggressive maturity in 
pools and on banks, is a good measure 
of quick and agile flatland freestyling, 
with smooth footwork and difficult 
variations like backward one-footed 
“heelies,’’ and ‘‘backward-forward 
walk-the-dogs.”’ In fact, it was the 
freestyle skating of the Zephyr crew 
back at the X-Caliber contest in the 
summer of '75 which originally sparked 
his current enthusiasm toward 
advanced styles of riding. ‘‘Before that, 
| could do maybe one 360, and | was 
the hottest guy on the block.’’ And, of 
course, respected freestylers Laura 
Thornhill and Chris Chaput are from 
the same neighborhood as Gregg. ‘'| 
think there’s a lot of determined people 
from around there,’’ he says. ‘When 
they do stuff, they want to do it well.”’ 

But, as would be expected, Gregg’s 
heavily inclined toward bank freestyle, 
which proves a truer test of balance 








and spontaneity. Going up into a 
pirouette and kick-turning back down, 
or spinning 2%’s, one-footed 2%2's and 
1% slides—he shows it to still be a very 
creative, largely unexplored area, one 
Gregg hopes will not be lost for future 
generations of skaters. 

“Seems like a lot of bank tricks are 
going to die because the bowls have 
died—the 45° angle bowls,” says 
Gregg. ‘A good thing would be a skate 
park with banks that went vertical at 
the top, so you could either do bank 
tricks or vertical kick turns. The skate 
parks now seem to be like pools; you 
can't really get as radical as you used 
to be able to in some of the bowls. 
They should give you a choice—you 
get tired of doing just one thing or the 
other.” 

Equipment-wise, Gregg is always 
prepared for any reasonably skateable 
terrain. When last spring there was a 
constant small stream of water running 
through the pipeline, Gregg rode 
undaunted on specially modified 
wheels with channels. His father, a 
machine-shop foreman, cut the tread 
to Gregg’s specifications, and more 
recently, has been rounding off the 
edges of his wheels, ‘‘so they don’t 
catch when you slide.”’ A firm advocate 
of ET. Ripstix, Gregg was just recently 
honored with his own personal model. 
The board is 29%" x 6%'’, made out of 
birch ‘‘for strength and durability,’’ and 
features a ‘‘slight’’ kick tail (‘‘because 
it works better that way.’’). 

In the near future, skaters will have a 
chance to catch the often elusive 
Gregg in competition in which his 
apparent talent will be pitted—most of 
all, he says—against the ‘‘nervousness 
factor.’ Although he won’t admit any 
definite expectations, he does feel his 
moves are sufficiently mastered, 
enough so to overcome any 
uneasiness. Gregg will concede, 
however, an eagerness toward his first 
few contests, as he has a number of 
unusual maneuvers he would like to 
debut ‘‘before somebody else thinks 
them up.”’ 

At present, Gregg is finishing his first 
year at junior college, having 
graduated early from high school 
through the grace of the California 
advancement test. ‘‘I've just been 
getting requirements out of the way,’’ 
he says, ‘‘so | can eventually find 
something | like.’’ His flexible schedule 
has afforded him the chance to extend 
his travels and more daylight hours in 
which to skate. And although he’s not 
quite sure where he's going in skating, 
or life in general, Gregg’s not 
dismayed. The way he figures it, riding 
the best spots and constantly 
innovating and improving techniques is 
satisfying enough. . . ‘‘until,’’ he states 
half jokingly, ‘‘something better comes 
along.” 

—Brian Gillogly 











Swinging ite f he 
New Jersey. Pho! 


Gliding through the barrel jump preliminaries 
at the California Free Former World Pro 
Champs at Long Beach. Photo: Bolster. 
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19 years old, rides for 
Casino Arena 


On Saturday, September 4, pre- 
competition high-jump practice at the 
California Freeformer Pro Contest in 
Long Beach, found a relative unknown 
by the name of Ernie Martin easily 
clearing the bar at 4'8’’—a full half-foot 
over the Sims-Beardsley record—jump 
after jump. The other competitors, 
understandably, were stunned and 
dismayed. On Sunday, the 5th, in an 
intense moment that brought 
thousands of spectators to their feet, 
he managed an official 4'7’’, leaving 
the nearest competition, Jerry 
Patterson, ata still remarkable 4’6” 
And then, a short time later, he exited 
almost as mysteriously as he came, 
catching a plane for an eventual 
destination some 2500 miles away—his 
stamping ground in and around the 
seaside resort of Asbury Park, New 
Jersey. Evidently, the place has more 
going for it than just Springsteen. 

Self-described, Ernie Martin is (a) an 
all-around rider with a skateboarding 
background in the ‘’Philly”’ 
(Philadelphia) area, (b) an East Coast 
skater, and(c)amember ofthe 
prestigious Casino Arena Team of 
Asbury, ‘probably the top team for the 
time being on the East Coast.” 

The order is not significant. What is 
is that Ernie feels a strong identity in 
his past, present and future 
relationship with the sport. He sees the 
potential for U.S. skateboard 
competition to evolve into an East-West 
confrontation in the coming years. 
(‘For the West, the biggest edge right 
now is freestyle.’’) When and if that 
happens, Ernie Martin will most likely 
be in the forefront of the Eastern 
challenge. 

Ernie began his skating career about 
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Testing a new Corvette at a local Chevrolet 
dealer. Photo courtesy of Casino Pier. 


two years ago in his last year of high 
school in Pennsylvania. Spearing 
smooth street runs of up to 1% miles 
long, ‘‘repaved every year fresh,”’ 
eventually took its toll in unsightly skin 
loss, and Ernie turned his energies 
more exclusively toward freestyle. 

As local contests sprung up, Ernie 
soon established a personal precedent 
of always placing in the top three in 
both slalom and freestyle events, and 
literally setting new heights in the high 
jump. In two indoor contests last June 
and August at the Casino Arena, a 
former concert hall, he performed 
characteristically well in all events, 
including the unique “wall riding”’ 
competition (which employed a 16- 
foot-high wall, banked 70 degrees). In 
the process, Ernie became associated 
with the sponsor of the Casino 
contests, Eddie Segal, and his efforts 
to ‘establish support for skateboarding 
on the East Coast,’’ and to develop the 
Arena into a commercial skateboarding 
facility. 

As at Long Beach, Ernie represented 
Casino in the Florida Championships 
three weeks previous, taking third in 
the slalom and freestyle, but hurting his 
ankle while, somewhat 
“foolheartedly,’’ attempting an 
unofficial high jump of 5 feet—his 
future goal. Admittedly, he surprised 
himself, coming back after his forced 
layoff and jumping so well at LB. 
Adrenalin, the quality of his 
competition, and seven months of 
steady practice all had something to do 
with it, he says. Add to that a jumper’'s 
physique—long, strong legs and thin 
torso—and a technique which is a 





functional adaptation of Bob Mohr's 
sideways tuck (‘‘from parallel stance, | 
thrust my weight up, tucking my feet to 
the side, and come down surfing 
stance’), and his win was not such a 
mystery after all. 

Until recently, Ernie had been using 
a 40-inch personal-design, fiberglass 
Chomoley for high jumping and 
downhill runs, although lately has been 
practicing jumping from a 32-incher, 
as that looks to become the regulation 
maximum length in that event. He 
advocates wood boards for freestyle 
and wall riding (drainage ditches and 
pools), his current passion. 

For the future, Ernie is looking 
forward to attending further major 
competition on the West Coast and 
elsewhere, and would like to see 
“outrageous freestyler’’ and fellow 
teammate David Bentley invited, as 
well (‘he's up there with Skitch 
Hitchcock and the rest of them!’’). Also 
in the plans is a jump over two side-by- 
side Corvettes (using two boards), 
having already hurdled the equivalent 
in barrels. 

And just as Ernie feels the East 
Coast has not received the recognition 
it deserves in the skateboarding world, 
such he believes is also the case with 
high jumping. “‘It's at least as difficult 
as slalom,” he offers, ‘‘which had a top 
prize of 1,000 dollars (as opposed to 
400) at Long Beach.”’ Part of the 
problem, though, is that whenever 
Ernie high jumps in competition or 
exhibition, he hurts his own cause. 

As many an observer has been 
heard to remark: ‘‘He makes it look so 
easy.” 





—Brian Gillogly 
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Solid birch with walnut inlay slalom 30” 









oteve’s 
south Bay 
Sporting 

Goods 


X-Caliber wheels 


We have a giant selection of skateboards and 
accessories, so stop by the shop or buy direct 
through the mail. Just check the items you desire, 
fill out the coupon, and endorse your check or 
money order. Send to: Steve's South Bay Sporting 
Goods, 2577 Pacific Coast Hwy., Torrance, CA 
90505. Add *1.00 for handling and postage per 
item. Calif. residents add 6% sales tax. Foreign 
orders payable with international money order only. 





Dear Sir: I've enclosed $ (postage) = 
______ (total) in check or money order for the product(s) marked. 
($15 postage for foreign air mail.) Specify color choices on all items; substitutions 
may still be necessary. 


Send to: 





Name 
Address 


City State Zip 
Skateboards (blank only) 


















































[] Custom wood, solid birch with walnut inlay; [] 44’’x 72" $22.95, [] slalom 
36” x 7%" $20.95, [ slalom 30” x 7” $18.95. 
| () Performer wood kicktail; [] 25”, [] 28”, ( 32’ $11.95. 
| ([] %Caliber '4’’ pultruded fiberglass; [] orange [] yellow [] 24” (] 27” Wheels: 
$11.95. LOOSE BALL 
[1] Kick back, laminated fiberglass [_] yellow, blk., org.; [_] red, wht., blue, XCaliber “2 (1-13/16 x 1-9/16) Red only ...--.-. see esses eee, $1.95 ea. 
| [ org., bik., yel. 26” $15.95. eae (2-1/8 x 1-13/16) Red only ........-.. ee cece eee yee ea. 
GX-Caliber polypropylene reen, el., red, [] blue, [-] wht. SS SHORE ie Fes aie ingle ne ele eens eile le tees ee sees 3.50 ea. 
| a ee ee 0 PRECISION BEARING 
[-] Steve's laminated fiberglass kicktail [] 24’ [] 27” [] blue, [] green, X-Caliber *3 (1-13/16 x 2) Red... 0.0... se eee este cece eee eee $5.00 ea. 
| Cy red $15.95. X-Caliber #4 (2:1/8 x 1-13/16)Red oo... se ceceseeccsecesae $5.00 ea. 
| ( Banzai Mach 1, 24” polished alum. [1] green, [J blk., [] purple, [] blue, X-Caliber *5 (2-1/2 x 23/16) Red ..... 0... cece cece eee $6.00 ea. 
| (J silver, [[] gold $18.95, [] 28”, same colors $20.95. XCaliber *6 (2:3/16 x 2.3/4) Red 0.0.0... cect e eee eee eee $6.00 ea. 
| X-Caliber *7 (2-1//2'x:2-3/4) Red). . 22-0... soba eces ences $6.50 ea. 
| For skateboards complete (each skateboard requires 2 trucks) Sims|Gompetitiony iRedis cee abe stem day, Avesci ale cuspnc Rese $6.50 ea. 
| Trucks: SimsiBowliRider sRedlia. anus nes tae ae ce lars ol cee $6.50 ea. 
Xcel OTE GEARY en Stes bi sehiaise st Meas 3 a cet he URNA ayes aun $3.25 ea. SimsiGrantSlalomiy Red sacercias sere aiciae eaten $6.50 ea. 
ASAUDE TPE TO tress «eek eee OMELET hate al Redes Te een eae ds tts $6.50 ea. Power Paw Super (2:7/16 x 2-3/16) [] red [J clear (J green... . $6.75 ea. 
RCA peri Spriingdp sie Semis nie PNAS eerie Sve BVA MeN antic $10.95 ea. ecGl Micki O ess Su cd dsb ooasnvoocenekbedunne a ovadine oe $4.50 ea. 
[a ripiaell ay 9 SARs CIR ea en aie el Sn Cnet? A a AA $7.50 ea. (Mex Ne Grecia bagpbue do ogcdbi abgasanoptodadnaroavene $6.50 ea. 
KOai Cores SCANT 2/2) VP tier despa ele erat ahs som ls caaecd brake nln $5.50 ea. Roadiftiden Hah. it. sis nauaepepaekcreetaaiy dl ocals aptone cmp ate $7.50 ea. 
Beerimetuabsitealcer si: in yre aeivenotoreriiiea si iccs ceptor ahh Edun eee $6.50 ea. ISH aor aah 555, 0: beset ate aah ane RAR Ae Pe oP A WPL $6.50 ea. 
STERGRETS HUY eins RACh te cel aleke Mian Mayet aie othe celle aed eb on $10.95 ea. OM Supen/uicey |i \s, alais suchas keer eeat te paylercacee she een abet habe 37,50 ea. 
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SKATEBOARDS 


Latest Contest Results: 


South Florida Championships—Hollywood 


1st Freestyle (Boys) Andy Campos 


F 1st Freestyle (Jr. Men) Jim McCall 
Stu fet or 2nd Freestyle (Men) Shaun Jackson Greg UL 


The new Fox oak skateboard line has just been released. With the talents and experience of the entire Fox Skate- 
board Team behind us, we've created 7 new oak skateboard designs to cover the entire spectrum of skateboard- 
ing, from flatland freestyle, to downhill, bowl riding, and high-performance stunt riding. We've gone 2 steps further 
by including routed wheel wells and Foot Tred deck as standard equipment on every Fox oak blank. The wheel 
wells allow for greater wheel clearance without having to jack the trucks up too high with extra shocker pads. 
Included in our new quiver of designs are the 26”’ Jim McCall Model Kicktail, 28’’ Bruce Walker Model, 36” Greg 
Loehr Model, and coming soon from the Gulf Coast energy center, the 30’ Yancy Spencer Model Kicktail. What- 
ever your particular skateboarding specialty, or for all-around riding in every situation, Fox has you covered. 
Send 50¢ to the Fox address nearest-you for our mail order catalogue, decal, and a look at the new Fox oak line. 


SKATEBOARD SERVICE CENTERS 


Fox Surf Shop Fox Surfboards Fox Surf Shop Fox Surfboards 
P.O. Box 626 - 317-C Ocean Ave. (A1A) 6821 Norton Ave. 10 Ocean Drive P.O. Box 121 
Melbourne Beach, Fla. 32951 West Palm Beach, Fla. 33405 Miami Beach, Fla. 33139 Ofte Malate 1) 
(305) 723-9572 (305) 585-5023 (305) 673-6899 Buxton, No. Carolina 27920 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 
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B & B proudly presents THE Best of 
All the REST! Just the right kick, flex 
and camber. The handmade chassis 
is designed to be the all-around chas- 
sis for downhill, speed, slalom, bowl 
or freestyle. This skateboard chassis 
is anatural. Just push off and do your 
thing. Unlike all the rest, you don't 
have to get used to it. Available at all 
Toy World, better sporting goods 
stores and bike and surf shops. 

The one stop shopping source for: 
B &B Pro Am wheels: + 1 for stand- 
ard: +2minicomp-: +3 competition 
+ =4 pool & bowl: Road Riders #2, 
+4, =6- Apex super-sport mags - 












5/16’ open end 


S- 3/8" socket 


More than a skateboard wrench, rather a complete truck 
service system. This unique wrench, specially designed for 
skateboards, is actually 7 tools in 1. It fits all known trucks 
and wheels (including wide wheels). 
























3/8" open end 


























WestCoast: Beeuceash Apex trucks : California Slalom trucks - 
Full line of Poly, Wood, Ampul, Banzai, 
P.O. Box 163 P.O. Box 99 Wayne Brown boards and many more. 
Huntington Bch., CA 92648 Wilmington, Mass. 01887 No order too big or too small. Please 
(714) 536-6415 (617) 658-9554 send for prices. Dealer and OEM in- 














quiries invited. 


JUST ADDED TO OUR INVENTORY 
—B & B Pro-Am 28” hardwood kicktail. 


B & B Enterprises 
13802 Erwood Ave.- Norwalk, CA 90650 
Tel. 213/863-8225 






Please send #__________ Super Wrench(es) at $4.95 
(plus 50¢, each handling) to: (Cal. res. add 6% sales tax) 












Name 













Super Wrench® Super Wrenche 


Address 









City 
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THE COMPLETE BOOK Of 


SHATEBOAROING 


by Laura lorbet 














FOOT-TRED material manufactured by Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing Co. 


fa FOOT-TRED eal a 
© Increased performance, more speed, added safety, hotter riding. 
UU SUL UCU ET ST ce permitting ae est 


skateboarding. 
MOLES Ua CRUELLA AECL RS CO mmerl th CR ET CHER 
Rounded corners for durability. 


eine easy to apply, use barefoot or with shoes, works wet 
Cla lae 


FOOT-TRED = an instant skateboard supercharge. 


FOOT-TRED is available on Fox Skateboards and Era OL | 
SYED Cor he 


Ask for FOOT-TRED at your local shop. 
SKATEBOARDERS CAN ORDER BY MAIL 
Immediate Delivery, Instructions Included 


PRICE PER 
aN Gea 
Crea CML TT yd 9) 
SIZE COLOR 
A. 3.x 4 Patch Pack includes THREE 3” x 4” patches. Black or Red $1.25 
B. 247 x 24 Patch Pack includes SIX 2%" x 214" PEC Black or Red $1.25 
C. 1x 12 Strip Pack includes THREE 1" x 12" strips. TEL aL eS Oy ae) 
D. 4x5 Patch Pack includes TWO 4” x 5” patches. Black or Red $1.30 
5 CMe La fo]. 3 a ae ee TE Black or Red $1.35 
G 
i 
| 
dl] 
i 


skateboarding books. 


| 
Get set for the across-the-board champion in 
: @ The book that gives you the lowdown on 


the kind of board to buy, how to maintain 
and repair it, how to learn the basics 
about riding and satety, how to do tricks 
and stunts, jumps, downhill, slalom, even 
pool-riding. 

®@ The book with over 3 times as many 
photos and diagrams as any other! The 
345 photos taken especially for this book 


RMAC CU oS AO Daas eh OR Black or Red $1.40 
| 

| 

| : d 

| demonstrate everything you need to 

HI 


1% x 12 Strip Pack includes THREE 1%" x 12” strips. Black or Red $1.60 
4x 24 Deck Strip includes ONE 4” x 24" deck strip. PEC Mm eat) 
4 x 27 Deck Strip includes ONE 4” x 27” deck strip. Black or Red $2.20 
6 x 24 Deck Pack includes ONE 6” x 24” deck surface. Black or Red $2.60 
6 x 27 Deck Pack includes ONE 6” x 27” deck surface. Black or Red $2.90 


rotate tole el 


ORDER FORM 


HOW MANY 
PACKAGES 
SIZE COLOR (One or more) | AMOUNT 


$ 


know. 
© The only book with special features on 

competitions, clubs, and skate parks, 

interviews with skateboarding stars, an 

extensive glossary, and a detailed listing 
of manufacturers, distributors, and 
services. Get your copy now, and start 
doubling your skateboarding fun. 
| Over 350 photographs and diagrams. 
$4.50 paperback (also available in a ADDRESS 
hardcover edition for $8.95). CITY, STATE, ZIP 


FUNK & WAGNALLS J | SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: ECG FOOT-TRED 
666 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y, 10019 J | P.O. BOX 402003, MIAMI BEACH, FLA. 33140 
a Tel. (305) 534-3984 








SUB TOTAL |$ 
Florida residents add 4% state sales tax. 


TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED |$ 
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Get on the Weber Team 


Bennett Hi-Jacker Road Rider Wheels WEBER PERFORMER WHEELS 









Bennett Pro Cal Slalom Tracker wide Stoker Turbo 
Wacker Bennett Alligators = super Turbo Super Stoker 






SS: 


Super Mag Bennett Pro-Ad-Trak 






eS >) 
25'’ Camber Flex Freestyle Mo Kick Gin. ie 
27" Camber Flex Fiberglass Kicktail | Woody Kicktail 3 layer lam. 27 


MAIL OR PHONE ORDER DIRECT OR SEE LOCAL DEALER. 


Immediate Delivery and Merchandise Guaranteed. 


Design front, back and sleeve 

















































































































“ ” Weber Surf Team T-shirts (multi-color) $6.95 ea. (design screened 
For acomplete skateboard you need 1 top, 2 pads, 2 trucks, & 4 wheels. O SEE aen Sy Ga ees oe front, back and sleeves) ( y oes eet | 
Assembly and Tune-up Free. Be sure to list colors, lengths, and either = peanjetT ALLIGATORS $7.50 ie i Weber Skateboard Team T-shirts (multi-color) $6.95 ea. (design 
3 or 4 hole drill patterns in the name and address square below. es ~ screened front, back and sleeves). 
( MAG WHEELS—Alum. center Red Whit 7 Blue 4 
BOARD TOPS ONLY No pads, trucks, or wheels. (0 BABY MAG—FREESTYLE-— $6.95 QO 34-36 B apa M 42-44 L 
( HOT DOG Flex, heat pressed fiberglass, grip deck, solid colors, and CENTER BEARING MAG (Double Hecess) size & price on request Ss Oo Oo 
3 color label. $7.95 =) GIANT MAG—SUPER SPORT 2%” x 2% $9.95 SPORTING Soon BY WEBER, INC. 
COMBI Flex, kicktail, laminated fiberglass, non-fracture grip deck, 7 7 ‘acific Coast Highway 
O Saash coos, and’.colorlabel $1495. Cy Any tthe above wheel avalabe with general double-shlelded Be- Hermosa seach, OA 9025 
DD COMBI Flex, kick nose and tail, laminated fiberglass, non-fracture : Please add for POSTAGE & HANDLING in U.S.A.—skateboard and/or 
grip deck, splash colors, and 3 color label. $1 4.95 © General double-shielded precision bearings 50¢ each trucks w/wheels $2.50 surface, $4.00 air; wheels or trucks only $1.50 
[1 CAMBER’ Flex Kicktail, with the original snow ski camber theory, |.K.S. Double seal precision bearing $1.00 ea. surface, $2.50 air; T-Shirts or accessories 50¢ surface, $1.00 air. 
vacuum darninater oerareee. non-fracture grip deck, splash colors, = BRecision BEARING SPACER 15¢ ea. FOREIGN-—skateboards and/or trucks w/ wheels $5.00 surface, $18.00 
and 3 color label. y \ 2 e fT PRECISION BEARING ADAPTER SLEEVE—For sure grip, Chicago ir; wheels or trucks only $3.00 surface, $5.00 air; T-Shirts or acces- 
[] WooDyY Kicktail, 3 layer laminated horizontally: ne aril hele, solicr — Axle, to prec. bearing wheels 10¢ ea one 9° Sories $2.00 surface, $3.00 air. 
i i , varithal ray finish, and 3 color label. ‘ : : j 
Kiektall breakage, grip tape, varithane spray LOOSE BALL WHEELS Enclose check or for fast delivery send money order (foreign payable 
Se (] WEBER PERFORMER WIDE 2" x 1%" $1.75 with international money order) $_______________ plus postage and 
TRUCKS each (2 needed per board) (2 WEBER PERFORMER STOKER 2'4"' x 2” $3.00 handling (Calif. residents add 6% salestax)$__- = 
(1 BENNETT HI-JACKER® 5" axle $6.50 ( WEBER PERFORMER TURBO (Double Recess) 2%” x 2%" $4.50 total $J____ 
() BENNETT-PROS 5/4" axle $8.95 _ [1 WEBER PERFORMER SUPER STOKER 2%2” x 2%" $5.00 Color__ Length 
CAL G.X.—Base fits 3 or 4 hole drilling 4%" axle $2.95 = 3 Hole Drill 4 Hole Drill 
CAL SLALOM TRACKER—Base fits 3 or 4 hole drilling 7" axle $6.50 SKATEBOARD ACCESSORIES 
() TRACKER—Special 4 hole drilling 7" axle $10.95 SHC($6.95 3ER pads (each) ; Name 
Fe ¥% Rubber 90¢ ¥%4"' red urethane (like wheels) $1.25 
WHEELS each (4 needed per board) 1 WRENCH—4 way socket (fits all) $2.25 
PRECISION BEARING WHEELS (Price indludes 2 1.K.S. double sealed > ayie EXTENDER Reg. to tracker width $1.00 ea. 
precision bearing, spacer, & adapter sleeves) Grip Tape per foot [] 2’—45¢ Address 
WEBER PERFORMER WIDE 2" x 1%’ $3.75 4906 
(] WEBER PERFORMER STOKER 2%" x 2” $5.50 
Yl x YM - 
(J WEBER PERFORMER TURBO (Double Rcesss) 2'%"' x 2%'' $6.00 All skateboards assembled free. City 


(7) WEBER PERFORMER SUPER TUBO 
(Double Recess) 3” x 2%" $6.50 


Dealer inquiries invited. State Zip 






WEBER SURF & SKATEBOARDS. 860 PACIFIC COAST HWY.. HERMOSA BEACH. CA 90254 213/379-7829 


JUMP ON IT! 
G ... w UT 
HOLLY REMEMBERS ! 


SCLLT Se. 


HOLLY hi tail is made of an aluminum-magnesium alloy to bring you the strongest (up to 250% stronger than most 
aluminum boards), lightest, most flexible, best memory aluminum board on the market. Available in 21”, 24” and 27” 
single or double kicktail in six brilliant anodized colors. AT QUALITY SKATEBOARD DEALERS or write for details and 
prices. 


* * * 
The only COMPLETE repair manual on the market. Sim- 
PROTECT YOUR ple Directions, Diagrams and Photos. SPECIAL 
FIBERGLASS OR FEATURES: Trouble Shooting Guide, Truck Cross- 
ALUMINUM Reference Chart, Mounting Hole Diagrams, Truck 


BOARD with Photos. Ch : i 
Bey TSUMBEE Pe Euan Chapters on: Wheels, Bearings, Trucks, and 
KIT. Kit includes SKATEBOARD : 


specially extrud- | REPAIR MANUAL Repair Manuals @ $2.50 = 
ed Neoprene ‘uLust@aTeD Bumper Kits @ $1.50 = 


Bumper Strip, HOLLY (Cal. res. add 6%) 
Contact Cement 2 Enterprises Postage & Handling 
and Complete P.O. Box 572 Total 
Instructions for Santee, CA Enclosed 
Custom Fitting 92071 

and Mounting on 

any Board. (714) 448-0593 


fepyrigh? @obert & Helle, 1976 
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Skateboard Blanks 


made by the company that conceived 
and designed them). 


santa barbara 


skateboards 


Handcrafted 
Excellence 


For 10 years, we have been experimenting and testing, using only 
the finest materials to obtain a maximum balance of strength, 
weight and flex to produce this fine-tuned, responsive skateboard 
chassis. 


CUCL UCU E DRL CLe SSH CORT CLeS 

* 5 transparent colors to choose from (red, green. blue. 
yellow. orange). 

¢ All blanks come undrilled to allow for custom truck 
ETC a 


Each board is individually handcrafted from laminated mahogany, 
and strengthened with fiberglass for beauty and durability. Ride 
one, and you'll know what we're talking about. 

All Santa Barbara Skateboards are available with your choice of 
top-line trucks and wheels. 


UCT an ae ee Um Ca 
DRS TaN 


The Plastic Works 
P.0. Box 5729 ¢ Santa Monica, CA 90405 
Berane 


P.O. Box 30796 
Santa Barbara, CA 93105 


102 Charles St. 
Boston, Mass. 02114 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
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NEW | 
PRODUCTS 


More and more, skateboarding gloves, essential equipment 
on fast downhill runs and steep inclines, are becoming ac- 
cepted all-around skating wear for the protection and con- 
fidence they provide. One new entry into this field, Palm Pads, 
comes from a manufacturer in Northern California, home of 
meat-grinder drainage ditches. Designed and produced by vet- 
eran skateboarder Mike Rector, Palm Pads cushion touch- 
downs with a pad of high-density foam enclosed within the 
tough pigskin palm. A velcro closure in the 2-inch rainbow- 
colored wrist strap allows for adjustability. Next time you're in 
the market for skate gloves, definitely check this one out. (Palm 
Pads, Inc., P.O. Box 2657, Petaluma, Ca. 94952.) 

Also from Northern California arrives word of a first in 
skateboard design: a skateboard deceleration unit created to 
enable the rider to, at will, reduce and regulate speed. Devel- 
oped by two Stanford engineers associated with Akonteh Inter- 
national Corp., the device consists of a frame ‘‘pivotally 
mounted underneath the deck of the rear truck.’ The frame, 
connected by shaft to a cap on the upper surface of the tail, 
acts as a brake when activated by foot pressure on the cap. Ac- 
cording to Akonteh: ‘‘A full or partial stopping action can be 
easily controlled by any skater.'’ The device comes in all sizes, 
and may be installed onto the board or manufactured as part of 
the truck. (Bard Funkhouser Associates, 680 Beach St., Suite 
353, San Francisco, Ca. 94109.) 





Palm Pads... increased freedom through protection. 


Also a first, this time in the area of skateboard safety gear, is 
Rolls Rite’s hip and tailbone protective girdle to be worn under 
the clothes. Rolls Rite, under President Jodi Cates, is a new 
company primarily formed ‘‘to produce and market a line of so- 
phisticated safety products, with the final goal in mind of cre- 
ating askateboard identity.”’ They will also be offering a helmet, 
gloves and knee and elbow pads. (Rolls Rite, 4600 Campus, 
Newport Beach, CA 92660. Ph. (714) 540-3100.) 

In our ‘‘Directory”’ last issue, we regretfully failed to include 
Peralta Entertainment Ventures Corporation (P.E.V.C.), devel- 
opers of USIEE-Skatercross skateboard parks. They may be 
contacted at the following address: 

PE.V.C. 

USIEE-Skatercross Skateboard Parks 
8820 Sunset Bivd. 

Second Floor 

Hollywood, CA 90069 

Tel. (213) 652-7690, 94 





fe ~ / Pherae a 
the revolutionary ne\ 


The 1.2 horsepower motor gives you outrageous power for speed 
(over 20 m.p.h.), radical tricks, or slalom... 

even uphill! 

You saw it on ABC’s Wide 

World of Sports...now 

you can own one for 

just $269.00. 

(Also avaiiable for rental in skateparks.) For dealer and 
service center info, call (408) 378-1622 or (714) 
436-3331. 

PLEASE SEND ORDERS TO: 

Quantu Motion, Inc. 

7682 El Camino Real #211 

Carisbad, CA 92008 


DEALER—SERVICE CENTERS NEEDED 








We are bounding down the old dirt 
road at top speed, swerving to miss 
potholes, and compromising by 
launching ourselves over sagebrush 
moguls. Everything and everybody 
slams around the back of the van as 
we touch ground. Rally driving out of 
the sagebrush and cactus obstacles, 
we break free on the lake bed itself. 
The driver opens full throttle to the 
other end and pulls to a halt. We get 
out, three of us with three WindSkates, 
and the driver rushes off to find the rest 
of the caravan still dodging sagebrush 
at the other end. 

We all stand out in the middle of 
nowhere with miles of flatness in every 
direction, bordered by sagebrush, 
ending in low mountains. There is 
nobody, and nothing, around 
anywhere. You wouldn't expect them 
to be. There is an eerie silence. There 
is wind, but it is strangely quiet. The 
sagebrush and moguls right behind us, 
with the sun low on the horizon, give 
the impression of craters and another 
planet. It's like being dropped off on 
the back side of the moon and having 
your landing shuttle go back to look for 
the other space ships. 

Your fantasy ends and you come 
back to a reality almost as bizarre. 
“Here | am on a California desert dry 
lake bed with my skateboard and my 
sail.’’ That makes perfect sense. 
Doesn't it? Doesn't everybody do this? 
Nobody has. You look at the surface 
and it is white and chalky and hard, 
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WINDSRATING THE NEW FRONTIER 


by Jamie Budge 


with little cracks in it caused by months 
of sun blistering out every molecule of 
moisture. The skateboard rolls easily 
across it. That is half the battle. The 
other half buffets at your sail as you 
struggle to set it up without any 
protection of a wind block. 

Your sail is set up with crossbar in 
place. You pick it up by the mast and 
set it into the nose of your skateboard. 
Well, here goes. You give a push, and 
reach out and pull in on the boom to 
“sheet in’’ the sail and bring it into 
position and trim. On a normal beach 
parking lot with afternoon seabreezes, 
this is enough to get you moving at a 
good speed. Out here it is like hooking 
onto the jet stream. You don’t just start 
moving; you instantly accelerate as if 
you had just punched a high-powered 
throttle to the floor. 

With your throttle in the mast in one 
nand, and the boom in the other, you 
adjust them to the wind, and punch it 
for speed. You head almost directly 
down wind, the slowest position to get 
the feel of the motivating energy. It is 
there in abundance. With this situation 
under control, you pull back on the sail 
and tighter to the wind. Another surge 
of speed and the wind foils off trimmed 
sail, and you shoot ahead, wondering 
how much wind and speed the 
situation will tolerate before something 
gives. Nothing does, and you trim out 
in position for full speed. 

You don't know how fast you are 
going (yet) as there is nothing close 
enough to give you normal references, 
like whizzing by a bicycle. You just 


continue shooting off into unobstructed 
infinity. Seconds later you slow down 
and look back to where the van and 
other cars have arrived. They are tinker 
toys on the horizon with toy people 
shouting with enthusiasm and setting 
up WindSkatelets to join you. You have 
covered at least a mile in a matter of 
seconds, and you have not yet begun 
to head out onto the main part of the 
lake bed. You have been heading 
mostly downwind (in sailing they call it 
a downwind reach) so you contemplate 
a tack crosswind to the other side of 
the lake, with an upwind tack back to 
the cars. 

The high-speed turn on a WindSkate 
presents a new challenge you have not 
yet encountered in any other sport. In 
surfing, you are always going for the 
maximum speed before you turn. The 
faster the speed, the better the turn. In 
skateboarding, you set the speed and 
momentum of your turn before you go 
into it—once into the turn, you are 
somewhat committed by your previous 
positioning. In WindSkating, you hold 
the throttle in your hand clear through 
the maneuver. 

In your trek across the desert, you 
are moving so fast it would be 
craziness to attempt anything you 
could really call a turn. To break speed, 
you head slightly upwind. This is 
somewhat like climbing to the top of a 
wave before jamming into a turn-back. 
On your WindSkate, you linger, stalling 
upwind, waiting for the right gust. This 
breaks your entrance speed, but gives 
you the juice to perform the maneuver 


Photography by Michael Kevin Daly 








with high velocity. When the gust hits, 
you pull the sail directly flat back 
against the wind, and bank sharply to 
the left, your speed increases about 25 
percent as you enter the turn. Directly 
mid-turn, with your body banked 
against the centrifugal force, you 
release the boom, and the sail shoots 
around the front of your board under 
the power of the wind. As you switch 
hands holding the mast, you grab the 
boom as it swings around to the other 
side of your board, and here you 
control the juice coming out of your 
turn. You pull swiftly and powerfully in 
on the boom, bringing the sail into 
instant trim to capture the ensuing 
gust. As it hits, you arch back and lean 
to offset the force. In seconds, you 
have regained full speed in the 
opposite direction. The speed of the 
turn is not controlled by the size of a 
wave or the grade of the hill. You 
control it, all the way through the turn, 
almost as if you had your foot on the 
accelerator. If you were punching it, 
you could go into it at 30 and come out 
at 40. Out here, on your first run, you 
figure you opted out for about half the 
speed and twice the control. 

Coming out of your turn, you could 
go immediately into another, slalom 
style, working into a series of tight, 
wind-punched turns, criss-crossing 
your way in and out of imaginary 
pyions all the way down the lake. 

But the opposite bank and the pull of 
the distant speed run excite you more. 
You set your board for the ultimate 
speed channel, and lean back against 
the sail for full speed. You start to fly. 
You are going for the limit of what the 
wind and lake bed has to offer. But it 
doesn't seem to have a limit. You just 
keep accelerating in subtle stages, 
each one building on the last, as a new 
gust pushes you ahead to a new high. 
You wonder how many of these you 
can take before something gets out of 
control. You hang in there with your 
adrenalin channels open full and your 
excitement wide to the sensation. 
You've had speed before, but the hill 
always had an end in sight. You've 
been in the tube before, but the rush 
only lasted for seconds. Your body’s 
been torqued over in mid-air, but you 
always came instantly down off the 
bank. Out here in the jet stream, it goes 
on and on as long as you can stand it. 
How long can you stay on top of the 
rush until your reflexes make the wrong 
response to the right signal? You don't 
know, and you don’t want to find out. 
The lake may not have a limit, but you 
do. You let go of the boom to free- 
coast to a gradual slow-down. Now, for 


the first time, without the pull of the sail 
to stabilize you, you realize just how 
fast you are going on a skateboard and 
just how vulnerable you could be to a 
soft spot or speed wobble. You glide on 
frictionlessly for hundreds of feet 
before your speed becomes 
comfortable again. 

On a high-speed skateboard run 
down Signal Hill, your reflexes are all 
geared for that one-minute drive to 
maximum speed and control. You've 
had minutes, hours, days to prepare to 
hit that top speed. Your adrenalin gears 
you to the high point and carries you 
through at the peak of excitement. But 
when it is over, it is over, and you relax. 

Out here, on the desert, with the jet 
stream constantly shooting you 
through the cosmos of infinite salt flat, 
you don’t hit a high, and then slow and 
stop. You hit top speed, and go and go 
and go. Thirty m.p.h. begins to feel like 
cruising speed, and you relax with it. 
Carving into a series of high-speed 
slalom turns, you weave in and out of 
rocks, divots, dark spots, and gusting, 
surging sections of wind. You lean out 
to counterbalance the force in the sail, 
and you are pulling with all your weight 
against an invisible source of power 
that threatens to dislodge you at any 
instant with a quirk of nature, ora 
laziness of attitude. Your attention span 
can only focus on the danger factor for 
so long before it drifts off to take in the 
environment. You look down at the 
ground shooting by beneath you and at 
the sail up above you, piercing into the 
cloudy deep blue. Acid, surreal. You 
must have transgressed into part of a 
skateboard cartoon. Any second now 
the scene will end, and you will get to 
the real movie. But it doesn’t end. Like 
the animated skateboarder hurtling 
through empty space, you continually 
fly across the expanses of your 
unlimited environment. 

You have spanned the width of this 
section of lake bed, and you are about 
to turn again and tack back upwind to 
the cars and van. Only this calls fora 
back-sail tack. The sailors back at the 
beach would laugh and say, ‘‘Let’s see 
you jibe on that thing.”’ (turn into the 
wind, blowing the boom across the 
board and your body—a sure wipeout 
in their minds). And you did, and 
wowed them every time, as you caught 
the boom and leaned into the sail after 
a perfect upwind turn to tack back 
upwind. But that was at the beach, and 
it was difficult in a ten m.p.h. wind. And 
you don't know what the jet stream out 
here registers on the wind meter. 

So you head up into the wind, 
making the turn as gradual as possible 


as the sail starts to blow with force 
across your body. You lean into the sail 
from the backside of the wind to 
counterbalance the pressure coming 
from the other side of the sail. At the 
beach it felt really uneasy. Out here, it 
feels impossible. 
The problem is, that if the wind 
gusts, you can't let out on the sail. Your 
body is leaning into the sail to hold it in 
place; if the wind gusts, you have to 
lean in harder or go over backward 
onto the ground. Uncomfortable at 20 
m.p.h. (Your upwind tack is slower.) 
Not only that, but if you start to head 
downwind, you will pick up speed, . | 
while losing control of the sail till it | 
snaps you off the board in a second. | 
Why are you doing this then? It is the 
best and only good position for a good 
upwind tack to get you back to the 
cars. If you can only hold in the slot | 
between an upwind stall anda 
downwind dive, you'll be back at the 
Cars in no time. 
But there is a lock-in commitment to 
this position. If the wind gusts too 
much, you won't be able to turn into it 
to break your speed. And it is certain 
disaster to let yourself start to head 
downwind. That means you have to 
stay in the slot, and if the wind gusts, 
you lean in harder and go faster. But 
you can’t change direction if there is 
something in the way. This is your 
course as you head back to the van. 
And you are doing all right. You have it 
down to a system. 
The wind is consistent, and you can 
head into it to break speed, and then 
blow slightly downwind to regain 
speed, before heading upwind to break 
again. By this process, you have 
control, like climbing and dropping 
across the face of a big wave, you 
always have the position you need to 
handle the sections. If it is not too long 
asection. 
As you approach the van, the gust of 
wind that hits your sail is somewhat like 
that section of wave that you can't get 
through by climbing and dropping. So 
you go for the power stance. You lean 
harder into the sail. The wind gust 
increases. You strain to lean in and 
control the force. The wind gusts 
harder. You realize that in front of you 
is your favorite audience, and you are 
in an unbreakable back-sail tack for 
disaster. You are trying every beach 
trick you ever thought of to break the 
course. But you are in the tube and the 
wave is closing. The wind gusts and 
you are forced downwind. You catch 
the inside rail. The sail loses its foil in 
the wind and blows back against your 
body like a huge flyswatter, as you 


93 


tumble across the ground and watch 
your sail take off 20 feet in the air like 
an unmanned hang-glider. 

Your pals back at the cars are all 
clapping and cheering. Obviously, the 
worst bruises are going to be to your 
ego. You were going too slow to really 
hurt yourself. Only when you laugh. 
The photographer says, ‘‘Tell me when 
you are going to do another one of 
those—| want to get a shot of it.’ You 
sit covered with desert dust, thankful 
that this is not asphalt. It stings your 
skin instead of removing it. You still feel 
sort of silly. 

You have brought a wide assortment 
of skaters, surfers, skiers, bike riders 
and photographers with you on this 
experimental trip. They are unloading 
and setting up a handful of sails, and 
they take off in various directions. 
David Mellin, of destruction derby 
WindSkate testing, takes off with Mike 
Fadem, of early Bellagio notoriety. 
They have found both the front-side 
and back-side speed slot and are 
racing each other back and forth down 
the lake. They are last seen 
disappearing about two miles over the 
horizon with Richard Powell, their 
dynamic personal photographer, 
following in hot pursuit in an Indy 
landsailer car. Later, David clocks Mike 
on a similar run with the car 
speedometer. It reads an easy forty, 
but they both attest to going faster. 

Sharon Fadem, who just WindSkated 
for the first time yesterday, Is giving 
detailed instructions to her friend 
before heading off in her own personal 
practice session. She criss-crosses 
easily down the lake bed, offering 
feminine gracefulness to the perfectly 
trimmed sail. Paul Hoffman, who was 
once known to offer, ‘‘WindSkates are 
Wank,’’ is now saying, ‘| see what 
you've been talking about all this 
time,’’ and he heads off in a power hike 
for the opposite side of the lake after 
saying, ‘You get going so fast out 
here.” 

Steve and Marty pull up. Steve just 
got into sails, and Marty rides 
motorcycles. They both disappear onto 
the expanse of the lake bed for what 
turns Out to be 4% hours of solid 
WindSkating. Michael Daly, whose sole 
purpose out here today is to shoot 
pictures for SKATEBOARDER 
MAGAZINE, has vanished on a 
WindSkate Junior model, the only one 
left, to get the hang of it. What about 
the pictures? Film-maker John 
MacDonald is looking at your sail with 
a gleam in his eye, but he is restrained 
with a short pitch about the importance 
of getting footage out here, and starts 


loading film in his camera. 

The lake bed is casting its own 
mirage of heat waves over the endless 
white expanse. The WindSkates now 
appear to be small dots of color, racing 
around on the shimmering salt flats like 
a squadron of triangular-shaped 
UFO's, sporadically searching for any 
sign of civilized life. They are rapidly 
losing themselves in the distance, 
falling fast to downwind addiction. (It’s 
easier to go downwind than upwind.) 

But for the sport to be complete, it 
must have total upwind access. And 
you start off to plot a set of tacks that 
will put you at the northwest and 
upwind end of the lake. There will be a 
reward for this, but now you head off 
for the far side of the lake, heading into 
the wind as much as possible. Speed is 
not in excess, but the progress is 
steady and the tack feels good and 
functional. Reaching the far side of the 
lake in just a matter of minutes, you 
swing around for another back-sail 
tack that will complete your upwind 
journey to the top of the lake. It is 
uneventful sailing, but you reach your 
destination. 

The purpose is now evident. The 
wind is blowing directly down the lake 
toward the huddle of cars. But between 
you and them is a quarter mile of 
moguls topped with sagebrush and 
trying to give instruction, and 
everybody is heading off on their own 
private pattern. Paul Hoffman follows 
close, and out of nowhere David Mellin 
shoots between you from the other 
direction. Steve yells, ‘‘Coming by from 
behind you,’ and John Mellin swerves 
to miss and runs flat into a sand hill. 
Mike Fadem is quietly off to the side, 
tacking for a path through a group of 
you, Paul and Sharon, David shows up 
at high speed, carving through the 
nucleus, and everybody scatters, 
somehow avoiding collision. And this 
goes on and on, with the group 
dispersing, and then reassembling ina 
hot spot of activity. On film it must look 
like the last roundup, but spirits are 
high, and the cattle are obviously 
stampeding. The group breaks out onto 
open lake bed and heads off each in 
his own direction. 

With the immediate arena empty, you 
can take advantage of the smooth 
surface and high winds for a freestyle 
WindSkate session. Without the motive 
to cover great distances, all turning 
and trimming become condensed into 
one continuing dancing flight. Hard 
back-side hikes flow immediately into 
high-speed power-punched turns, 
followed by a jet to the opposite side of 
the arena and a back-sail tack aimed at 


getting the sail as low to the ground as 
possible. In a good wind, this can be as 
low as 45-degrees without losing 
control or speed into the wind. Like a 
seagull, diving and darting with 
updrafts and down-currents, you flow 
back and forth, up and down for no 
other reason than to exercise your 
wings. 

The one maneuver you have been 
saving to try out here is the back-side, 
back-sail tack, or, leaning backwards 
into the sail against the wind. Only a 
few WindSkaters have tried this, as it is 
a hard position to get into, and harder 
to use effectively. But it is the best up- 
wing position yet found. It is like riding 
back-side on a surfboard; your 
potential for burying your weight into 
the wave (or wind) are increased by 
your backside position. But if you lean 
too far in, you get sucked over, too far 
out; and you dig your rail with the same 
result. In the back-side, back-sail tack, 
you are looking for that slot where you 
can put your sail 45-degrees into the 
wind, while making maximum progress 
upwind. 

It's actually easier than it looks, you 
remind yourself, and it looks so 
dynamic. Like half hang-glider poised 
precariously against the elements. So 
impressive as the camera turns your 
way. And you lean further and further 
into the wind to exaggerate the angle. 
Like a surfer caught in a continuing 
back-side carving turn, you lean in, 
even further. By now you are down to 
an impossible 30-degrees, with your 
head resting in the sail just feet above 
the ground. It is amazing that you are 
spaced about 5- to 15-feet apart with a 
variety of channels and turns. Mother 
Nature’s slalom run. You can't wait. 
You've been saving a whole store of 
techniques just for this. 

You get on board, pull the sail in trim 
and head off to the right backside. One 
hundred feet later, having gained full 
speed, you pull into a turn, swing the 
sail around the front of the board, and 
head off to the left front side. You are 
gaining speed this way, and 
approaching the moguls. You find a 
channel to enter the patch and head 
through a narrow path to the right, 
waiting for an opening to turn. . . you 
find it; pull the sail back, turn 
downwind, switch sides with the sail 
and trim out left through a 2-foot-wide 
slot, and on to an open break. The 
turning and sail switching becomes 
second nature, and you are lost in the 
dance. The WindSkater doesn’t ride 
the skateboard, he rides the wind. His 
tool is the sail, and the desert sets the 
stage on which he performs. 


“THE TURNING AND SAIL SWITCHING BECOMES SECOND NATURE AND YOU 
ARE LOST IN THE DANCE.” 
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“You are lost in a series of turns, speed 
channels, narrow gaps and an opportunity to 
fly around moguls like you were on the end of 
a ski rope tow. The WindSkater doesn't ride 


You are lost in a series of turns, 
speed channels, narrow gaps and an 
opportunity to fly into turns around 
moguls like you were on the end of a 
ski tow rope. The dance is attracting 
attention, and back at the cars, the 
photographer and loose WindSkaters 
are watching. You fly out of the last 
moguls as if you had been making the 
run all your life, and head back off for 
the opposite side of the lake to 
reposition yourself for an encore. 

Heading back across the open 
expanse, off to your side you see 
another unidentified flying object 
closing in for communication. From off 
in the distance, Paul Hoffman has 
found the upwind tack, and has come 
to join for a mogul run. Steve and Marty 
are also narrowing in, and on the vast 


the skateboard, he rides the wind. His tool is 
his sail, and the desert sets the stage on which 
he performs. . .'’ Jamie Budge exits the 
mogul fields. 


expanse you all form a “Blue Angels” 
formation and track across. 

All in unison, you make your turns at 
the edge of the lake and head upwind 
to the top of the lake. The rest of the 
crew is assembling there, having 
arrived by camera car tow or upwind 
foot pedal (known to some as 
skateboarding), and you make plans 
for filming. Michael Daly and John 
MacDonald are hanging out the back 
of the station-wagon. Powell is driving 
and six sails wait to embark. They 
flutter in the wind like flags, each of a 
different country gathered here 
together for an allied raid on the sand 
hills. The car leads the way, and six 
WindSkaters attempt to loosely follow. 

All seriousness drops with the group 
camaraderie. You are laughing and 


still moving, still making progress | 
upwind, and able to hold the position 
as you head for the camera. You didn’t 

know you could get this far over; you 

didn't know it would be this easy; you 

didn't know that the skateboard would 

slip sideways across the desert dust 

and land you and your whole 

apparatus on your butt in the dust with 

the cameras grinding away. 

But it offers comic relief and a fitting 
finale to your freestyle desert dance. 

Four-and-a-half hours have 
vanished. A non-stop rush of desert 
fantasy and high-speed skating. And 
as the sun drops, the skaters cling to 
the last minutes as if they had just 
arrived. Dave and Paul take off for a 
last down-wind speed run and want to 
be picked up at the other end of the 
lake. Mike is already down there 
somewhere. Steve and Marty are off 
again tacking back to the north end. 

In surfing, you always have the break 
in the action, when you have to paddle 
back out to the lineup. In skiing, the 
chair lift gives you time to reflect on 
your last ride and contemplate your 
next. In WindSkating, the ride goes on 
endlessly without ever waiting for the 
next set. The waves keep coming, and 
there’s no space between them. Just 
endless energy waiting to be tapped. 
Like a ‘‘Rincon”’ where everybody 
always has his own set wave, 
simultaneously. 

You sit back at camp, folding up 
sails. Sharon is tuckered and John 
arranging his van. MacDonald and Daly 
are blowing dust out of their cameras 
and talking strobe technique with 
Powell. It is almost dark, yet four sails 
are still dashing around in the dusk. 

The impressions and sensations 
have left an indelible inspiration on 
your psyche. One of those exhilarating 
highs that continues long after the 
action has ended. 

Surfing has its pipelines and perfect 
points, skateboarding its super bowls 
and skate parks. It took surfers years to 
realize the potentia! of a perfect 
peeling point or to master a honing 
pipeline. Skateboarders have come 
and gone over the years before 
technology caught up with their ability. 

WindSkating has just arrived, and, 
like jumping from the sidewalk to a 
super bowl, the potential has just been 
discovered by a handful of enthusiasts 
eagerly trying to do it all at once. 

Previous surf safaris, ski trips and 
skate sessions flash by for comparison. 
It's like a deja vu. It wasn’t on the 
desert, nor on a skateboard with a sail, 
but the vibrations are certainly familiar. 
You have been here before. 


So. SPIRITS ARE HIGH, AND THE CATTLE ARE OBVIOUSLY STAMPEDING.”’ 
“JUST ENDLESS ENERGY WAITING TO BE TAPPED.” 
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A FIRST ENCOUNTER WITH THE DESERT. 


“Previous surf safaris, ski trips and skate sessions flash by for 
comparison. It’s like deja vu. It wasn’t on the desert, nor ona 
skateboard with a sail, but the vibrations are certainly familiar. 
You have been here before...” 
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Star-Irac 
Tomorrow's wheels today. SKATEBOARDERS’ PRO- 


TECTIVE HELMETS, KNEE 
PADS, ELBOW PADS, 
GLOVES—CUSTOM PRO 
LINE COMPETITION 
BOARDS— WOOD, FIBER- 
GLASS, ALUMINUM. WIDE 
TRUCKS, PRECISION 
BEARINGS, CASTED 
WHEELS, ETC. 





Write for brochure and prices. 


*% 


LA CROSSE 
INTERNATIONAL 
P.O. Box 3802 
So. El Monte, CA 91733 
(213) 444-4867 








KRYPTONICS STAR*TRAC WHEELS. Get a head start 
in every race with STAR*TRAC’s soaring system with 
built-in speed from KRYPTANE™ 8000, specially formu- 
lated urethanes. STAR*TRAC’s gliding grip guarantees 
vibration-free traction for tight slaloms and steep banks. 
Stars Ryan, Piercy and Thornhill gather victories with 
STAR*TRAC wheels. Available in five colors which des- 
ignate five chemical formulas for all skateboard applica- 
tions. Wheels for tomorrow—today. STAR*TRAC. 


FORMULATIONS AVAILABLE RECENT RACE RESULTS: 


STAR’TRAC 90A Pink-Free Style World Pro Skateboard Championships 
STAR*TRAC 83A Green-Slalom Competition 2nd. place: Bobby Piercy 
STAR*TRAC 80A Blue-Slalom Competition 5th. place: Tommy Ryan 


Super Grip 6th. place: Laura Thornhill 
STAR*TRAC 75A Red-Speed for Flatlanders 


RY SF 
STAR*TRAC 754 Peercupett SS. | ) This exciting new sterling 
eed Contro! | - s 
Dealer and Professional inuiby 's only i y= 216 FaNGW HOtacuCe Aten nen 
Tomorrow's wheels today. you are on the swells. Order 


Kryptonics. Inc. 5660 Central Avenue Boulder, Colorado 80301 (303) 442-9173 yours today and be the first 
on the beach. 


O Sterling Silver only $18.95 

O Beautifully inlaid Jet (black) $23.95 
O Mother of Pearl (white) $23.95 

D High Grade Blue Turquoise $27.95 


Calif. res. add 6% tax plus $1.50 postage 
& handling. C.0.D. or save postage/ 
handling by sending check or M.O. to: 


rive & Dime 


P.O. Box 5322, Santa Ana, CA 92704 
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A BLUEPRINT FOR SKATEBOARDING BY RAD PAD 


RAD PAD POSITION 1 
AXLE ANGLES 
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FOR HIGH SPEED AND SLALOM 
APPLICATIONS 






RAD PAD POSTION 2 
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IN POSITION 2 REVERSING THE REAR 
PAD THE REAR TRUCK NOLCNGER 
FOLLOWS BUT PROVIDE GADICAL 
TURN POWER FOR RIDING STUATIONS 
THAT REQUIRE SHARP PRECISE 
TURNING, (SEE FIGURE 7) 
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- RAD PADHARD VAs ARE 
RECOMENDED FOR G#S FIBERFLEX BOARDS 
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HANDLING TO: RAD PAD PO. BOK 99812 
SAN DEG, CALIFORNIA 92109 
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Surfer print laminated fiberglass double kick with Pro trucks, 
C5000 wheels, precision bearings 24” length. $59.95. 


Look to Continental for new innovations in 
skateboard equipment. 


Continental 26’ aluminum freestyle double kick with: etched 
deck for traction, reinforced top, heavy duty Pro trucks, hi- 
riser pads, and the new Sportster mags with precision bear- 
ings. $88.95. 





Surfer print pultruded fiberglass with Pro trucks, C5000 
wheels, precision bearings, $49.95. 
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a ‘ et 
ALL CONTINENTAL SKATEBOARDS AND WHEELS COME 
EQUIPPED WITH DOUBLE-SEALED PRECISION BEARINGS 


Continental offers the best, most reasonable prices for quality 
merchandise and workmanship. Available at finer surf shops, 
department and sporting goods stores throughout the world. 
In the Southwest States, Continental Skateboards are avail- 
able at all Globe Discount Cities. 


Dealers only write for free catalogue and wholesale pricing 
information. 


Poly-kicktail 24”’ with Continental 2x2% urethane mag wheels, 
Pro trucks. $27.95. 





CONTINENTAL SKATEBOARDS 
1939 East Pomona 

Santa Ana, CA 92705 

Phone (714) 547-7551 

Dealer Inquiries Welcome 
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Surfer print shirt S-M-L. $18.95. 





Continental 


Manufacturers of high-performance skateboards since 1963. 
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2 ‘‘standard slick’’ ure- 2 Continental urethane 
thane wheels (2 x 1%) with wheels (2 x 2%2) with pre- 
precision bearings, axle cision bearings, axle and 
and locknuts—$4.95. locknut—$8.95. 






ShATEBOARD PARTS 
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Continental’s all-new ‘‘Groovy Sportster’? mag wheel. The 
first urethane wheel with grooves for increased traction even 
in wet weather. The Sportster mag, with the exclusive tread, 


comibeie vars works on the same principle of auto tires. 2 ‘Groovy Sports- 


ter’ mag wheels with precision bearing and axle—$16.95. 


Continental all-steel kick- Hi-rise pads with hardware 
2.85 each. —$4.95 per pair. 





plate—$ 





SRATEBOARD PARTS 





Continental Pro truck (6” 4-way utility wrench—$3.25 1 Continental ‘'Unisex"’ Cantilever pads with ure- 
axle) with locknuts. Guar- each. wheel (2 x 3) with precision thane—$4.95 per pair. 


anteed not to break—$5.95. bearings—$5.25. 





Truck assembly with 2 Two C5000 urethane Truck assembly with 2 ure- 
“standard slick’ urethane wheels (2% x 2%) with pre- thane mag wheels with pre- 
wheels with precision cision bearing axle and cision bearing, complete 
bearings, complete unit— locknuts—$9.75. unit—$9.95. 

$8.95. 


For mail order: 

Send your name, address, zip code andmoney CONTINENTAL SKATEBOARDS 

order only for the items desired. Postage and 1939 East Pomona, Santa Ana, CA 92705 
handling included (Cal. residents add 6% tax). Phone (714) 547-7551 

No C.O.D. or phone orders. Dealer Inquiries Welcome 





sete 
ns) 

mt 
ny ; 





Step up to the new ‘hot look’ of GT products. New 
advanced design GT Wheels with Precision Bearings 
have more grip and control for radical types of skate- 
boarding. Also, look for the GT Max-Trax with 7%” 
axle length for more stable tracking on difficult ter- 
rains. GT has a board to fill anyone’s dream -- whe- 
ther it be polypropylene, fiberglass, aliminum or | 
wood -- it is the best you can buy. 
Remember -- stay with the winner and have GREAT TIMES WITH GRENTEC. 1 


2820 NO. HOLLYWOOD WAY, BURBANK, CALIF. 91505 






Speed Discs 


A functional skateboard racing accessory. 


[_] Keeps dust and dirt out of wheel and bearings. 
[_| Increases bearing life by decreasing friction wear. 
Eliminates bearing loss. 
pusnmc(y @extenoen @wacar | | Fits any skateboard wheel on the market. 


aR ar pe “The Speed Discs help keep 
us out in front in downhill 
slalom competition.” 


Bruce and Brad Logan 


Set of 4 Speed Discs $3.99. Install in seconds. Available in 
fluorescent red, green, blue or black. 

Speed Discs are the original skateboard hub cap. 
Bushing 1 Extender 2. Hub Cap 3 For many wheels, 
all that is needed is the hub cap. Use extender if hub cap 
is too short to reach axle nut. With a sharp knife, trim ex- 
tender to the right length. Use bushing in either the hub 
cap or the extender for use on small axle nut. 

For immediate mail order delivery send cash, check or 
money order, along with your color choice to: 


Speed Discs 
PO. Box 827 
Dana Point, CA 92629 


$3.99 price includes postage, handling and sales tax. 
Dealers welcome—quantity prices available upon request. 








Paul Hoffman — El Mirage =" 
EXPECTING TO FLY _@_ Micnscivay 


Crafted with the care and precision of a hang glider, WindSkate 








Improve your style, turn tighter than ever before. Durable 
and lightweight, yet wind resistant. Dangerous base-plates 
have been eliminated, allowing the tightest tums possible. 


Experience the thrill of making itl! 

Only $8.00 for (8 cone) package. Save $1.00 on 2 packages, 
plus $1.50 shipping and handling. Calif. residents add 6% 
tax. Send check or money order to: 

High Speed Skateboard Products of California 

551 Fredericks Ave. #237 

Oceanside, CA 92054 


Dealer Inquiries Welcome. 





can foil you to speeds of 40 miles per hour. Skateboard skills are 
turned loose in tight slalom turns and power crouches. A trimm- 
ed sail and a sudden surge of wind can set you free like Paul 
Hoffman, Expecting to Fly. 


Patented by James Budge. Dealer inquiries invited. 


WindSkate, inc., P.O. Box 3081, Santa Monica, 
CA 90403 ° Phone: (213) 392-6593. 



















BRITISH BOARDING 

This past summer, British press and 
government officials have noted a local 
surge of enthusiasm for our four- 
wheeled friend, especially in the parks of 
London and at English seaside resorts. 
Unfortunately, a few skateboard 
accidents: have occurred, causing The 
Royal Society for the Prevention of 
Accidents, in classic scenario form, to 
suggest a total ban on the sale of 
boards. The British Safety Council, 
instead, recognizes skateboarding as a 
healthful activity, and has stated that a 
skilled rider is ‘‘a joy to watch.’ The 
Council is, therefore, drafting a safety 
code for skateboarding, in the hope of 
establishing it as a safe sport while still in 
its infancy there. According to a BSC 
spokesman: 
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“We believe that under control and in 
the right place, ‘skateboarding’ is an 
exciting new sport, (and) we suggest 
that rather than ban skateboards, we 
publish a code of safety for them and 
look to provide more places in parks, 
playgrounds, sports centres, etc., where 
what is probably Britain's fastest 
growing sport can be enjoyed safely.” 


CROSS-COUNTRY 

A while back (Val. 3, No. 1), we 
reported on French and Dishen’'s 
planned cross-country attempt: 
Lebanon, Oregon, to Williamsburg, 
Virginia, in sixty days. As it turned out, it 
was JEFF FRENCH, JACK SMITH and 
MIKE FILBEN who actually took part, 
actually completing the journey in half 
the expected time, or just 31 days (June 
28-July 29). Memorable parts of the trip, 
says Smith, included an 18.6-mile 
downhill run in Oregon, a 66-mile stretch 
of bad road in Idaho, and a red carpet 
reception at the Minneapolis Hopkins 
House Motel. (‘It's one of the city’s finest 
motels. We had a complete penthouse 
suite, free meals, free phone calls... .’’) 
Their trip was sponsored by Roller 
Sports, Inc. 


SKATING AROUND 

JOHN MALVINO'S ongoing skate film, 
“That Magic Feeling,”’ will be playing 
around the San Diego area toward the 
end of '76. This Super-8 effort has had 
good runs up north, as it features a fifty- 








Picking up where we left off last issue, we 
present Henry Hester's nearly completed, 
foam-sculptured wind foil and stabilizer for 
high-speed runs, designed by Paul Runyan of 
La Jolla. , 


From our ‘‘Guess Who's Coming to Dinner 
Department,’ Henry ‘‘Big H’’ Hester and 
coach Dave ‘‘FibreFats’’ Mcintyre reveal the 
secret to their downhill success of late. 
Photo: Bolster. 


percent division of local spots to 
Southland skating. The word is that 
feeling is its forte . . . we recently caught 
asmall glimpse from the ten hours of 
raw footage shot at the Magic Mountain 
Masters Contest. As of this writing, 
Goldstone Productions is still not sure 
what form(s) the film will eventually take, 
although with plenty of angles on the 
action and, very possibly, some 
insightful interviews, it looks to make a 
strong television special. 

Brazilian skate enthusiast VICTOR 
LIMA sends us last-minute word of a 
skate park ‘‘almost equal to Carlsbad” 
to be built by December in Brazil's inland 
capital city, Brazilia. Often called the 
most “‘modern’’ city in the world (it 
consists of 95% steel, concrete and 
glass), Brazilia will, in the process, 
“create its first truly appreciated and 
functional cement structure,”’ says half- 
Brazilian B.G. . . . Closer to home, BILL 
RUSSELL's El Cajon skate park is 
expecting a December opening. And to 
the north in Anaheim, during late 
October-early November the nearly 
completed Concrete Wave was already 
being ridden heavily by some of the 
heavyweights of the sport, including JAY 
ADAMS, TONY ALVA, LAURA 
THORNHILL, SCOTT WILLIAMS, 
WALDO, QUEAVER and GARY 
COCCARO, foreman (It’s a hard life, 
Gary!) . .. There were even reports that 
THE near-legendary WORM (famous 
alter ego of a past ‘‘Who’s Hot’’) put in 
an appearance or two at Anaheim. For 
those of you who aren't aware, the 
Worm, rather than skateboard patriarch, 
MELLOW CAT, is reputed by some 
(mostly hisself) to be the originator of the 
kick turn. The Worm is also noted for his 
unusual ability to see spots which don't 
really exist (at least, in our frame of 
reference), and inducing anxious 
skaters and photogs to go out and find 
them. And, of course, His Lowliness 
rides loose bearings exclusively (he says 
they go faster), which is undeniably 
remarkable since he’s missing so many 
in the first place. Or is he? More in 
coming issues. 


Demonstrating an amazing talent and an inner 
will far greater than most of us will ever know, 
these disabled skaters serve further notice 
that, truly, ‘‘the only limit’s between your 
ears.'' Ricky Martino’s father designed a 
skating apparatus which enables him to fairly 
rip, as he so aptly demonstrated at Long 
Beach. Ricky Good and Ricky Moore, two 
amputee members of the Broken Spokes 
Motorbikers group (sponsored by the 
L.A.P.D.) also have found the skateboard to 
be a fun way to counterbalance their 
disabilities; but, as George Barksdale, their 
advisor, adds, ‘‘we want to stress that we use 
a skateboard for transportation.’ Last but not 
least, there’s Mike Johnson, a super person 
and representative of the sport, who regularly 
participates in all forms of skateboarding with 
show-stopping success, shown here jumping 
bodies at Long Beach. B 
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Ampul Is Still T 


Ampul, 100 W. Alameda Ave., Burbank, CA 91502 (213) 841-0300 








Special $6.00 

Packaged 24’’ SURFER 
photo pictorial board $6.00 
ea, 


ty APMFLEX O ee 


Truck extenders 
Loose ball 60¢ ea. 
Precision 75¢ ea. 


Shock pads 
%4"' 50¢ ea. 
Yo"' 75¢ ea. 





Special $5.00! 
Packaged fully assembled 
trucks with urethane wheels 
complete with mounting hard- 
ware. Choice of ACS-430 or 
X-Caliber $5.00 ea. 


Truck Wrenches 
50¢ for skate wrench 
$1.75 for T-handle 


AMFLEX PULTRUDED FIBERGLASS 
SKATEBOARD CHASSIS 


= eA A einen et yy mama age Ae) ie ame em RE OME ip ee onde 


Motocross 1 Motocross II Hawaiian Skateboarder Standard Amflex 
24" 24" 24" 24" 24" 
$6.00 $6.00 $6.00 $6.00 $5.00! 





Amflex II (24"’) 
All-aluminum double-kick skateboard. 
Gold, Red, Black, Blue, Green, Purple, 
$8.50 each. Also available in 27” length 
$10.00. Specify 3 or 4 hole pattern. 


DISCOUNTS 
UP TO 40% 


TO DEALERS 


Price List: 


24” boards by 6’ wide $5.00! 
For decorated surface (any pattern) add $1.00 


For 27” length add 50¢ 
For 6%" wide add $1.00 


Nonskid textured deck. Unidirectional glass fibers glastruded 
under heat and pressure. Shaped, finished, and drilled to your 
specified hole pattern. Selection of any combination of lengths, 


colors, or surface decorations. 








Trucks 
Now from Ampul 
ACS-430 $2.00 Cal. Siaiom 


$6.00 
ACS-500 3.50 X-Caliber Galaxy $2.50 
ACS-650 6.50 

Mounting Hardware 

8 bolts, 8 nuts, 8 lockwashers 50¢ 


e 


Hot Poured Polyurethane 

“Red Juice Wheels” 
Slick (1% x 2”) $1.00 ea. 
Lg. Stoker (2” x 2’) 1.50 ea. 
X-Ig. Stoker (2%2" x 2”) 2.00 ea. 
Wide Tracker (214 x 3’’) $2.00 ea. 
Giant Stoker (3” x 2’) $3.00 ea. 
5-spoke mag wheel (3 x 2%4’') $5.00 ea. 
Add $1.00 per wheel for highest 


quality, double-sealed precision bearings. 


Terms: 

Send check or money order with order. Add 6% sales tax for Cal. 
orders. Shipments will be made by UPS collect, or add $2.00 for 
U.S. postage, $5.00 for Canada. Shipment within 10 days of receipt 
of payment. 


SPECIAL—production overruns and blems available at 40% 
discount. Boards only. 
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$5.00! 


Red 
Yellow 
Blue 
Green 
Black 
White — 


e Best For Less" 


American Pultruded Products Corporation 









100 W. Alameda Ave., Burbank, CA 91502 (213) 841-0300 


Blue Freestyle 
#2 
#3 








MAG WHEELS AVAILABLE 
$5.00 ea. 
$6.00 ea. with precision bearings. 
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#4 (ACS500) #4 (ACS500) #4 (ACS650) #2 (ACS430) #3 (ACS500) #3 (ACS650) 
The Amflex II The Standard Amflex. 
all-aluminum double kick skateboard 


1 a $12.00 ($24.95 RETAIL VALUE) 3. $20.00 ($49.95 RETAIL VALUE) 


e Pultruded Fiberglass Deck . . $12.00 Value a e Pultruded Fiberglass Deck . . $12.00 Value 
° Choice of 24” or 27" Length For ACS-650 ¢ Choice of 24” or 27" Amflex or 25” x 6%" 


* Solid Colors (Indicate preferredandsecond § |rucks or Calif. Freestyle 
choice) e Solid Colors or Hawaiian or Surfer Pattern 
¢ Cast Aluminum Trucks ..... $ 7.00 Value Slalom on any board (Indicate Choice) 
* Polyurethane Slick Wheels add $5.00 per board. e ACS 500 Wide Track Trucks . $14.00 Value 
exe) re res Fe ele 8 $ 6.00 Value e HotPoured Red Juice Polyurethane X-Large 
Stoker Wheels (242 x 2”)... $15.00 Value 
For ACS e Highest Quality Double Sealed Precision 
Bearings ................ $ 8.00 Value 
Black Gold e Shock Pads ..............$ 1.00 Value 
series add 
2 2 $1 5.00 ($39.95 RETAIL VALUE) $2.00 per board. 4. $25.00 655.00 RETAIL VALUE) 
e Pultruded Fiberglass Deck . . $12.00 Value e 6061-T6 Aluminum Double 
¢ Choice of 24” or 27” Amflex or 25” x 6%” KickiDeck, 2. =e enor $17.00 Value 


Freestyle e Choice of Color—Red, Blue, Gold, Silver 





¢ Solid Colors or Hawaiian or Surfer Pattern 7 ° ACS 500 Wide Track Trucks . $14.00 Value 
(Indicate Choice) Discounts e HotPoured Red Juice Polyurethane X-Large 
e ACS 430 High Quality Trucks $ 8.00 Value Stoker Wheels (2%" x 2’) .. . $15.00 Value 
¢ Hot Poured Red Juice Polyurethane Stoker to Dealers * Highest Quality Double Sealed Precision 
Wheels (2”x 2") .......... $12.00 Value . Bearings coer es $ 8.00 Value 
e Highest Quality Double Serer ae Uc s mueck Fads set pte $ 1.00 Value 
Bear nas iene ante Y 'alue : Special 27" Length—7075-T6 Alumi- 
9 num Available for $30.00. 
Order Form 
Mail to: American Pultruded Products Corp., 100 W. Alameda Ave., Burbank, CA 91502 (213) 841-0300 
Type of Board Quantity Amount Length Color (check 1st & 2nd choice) 
#1. pels eR iG 110 OO ioe eee 
#2. @ $15.00 (roungieneltieestyle) ia") |) 27°) falicediatal vel fajioluenialian | lapblk: 
#3. Bi oe) na La @ $20.00 __s (round end oa [] Hawaii [] Surfer 
#4. oe eh @)$25:00) 24” 27" red el. blu. ie bik. 
7075-T6 Alum @ $30.00 —_____ [a 25% au ie eon 5 alae a 
aatbene eee 08 Car ue LC] 24" (] 27” [Jred [yel. & blu. (J gr. [] blk. 
we ea ea LL] 25" x 6%" LL] Hawaii [] Surfer 
Total check or M.O. enclosed EEO Be Galatea PUT lane 
fey 272" C] blu. [] gold [] silver 
Ship to: Name 
Address 





City ids Std AD 








* Developed by our new urethane chemist with 20 
years of experience in urethane technology. (We 
shut down our plant and stopped production until 
we developed the most resilient urethane formula®) 


* Superior Engineering, research, development pro- 
grams striving to provide the high performance 
skateboards with the equipment they demand, and 
tested by the High Rollers® above. 


COBRA 60mm ™ COBRA 7imm™ 











G&S Fibreflex 


Legan Earth Ski 


Distributors: 

Kanoa Surf Shop 706 Deep Valley Dr., 
Rolling Hills Est., CA 90274 

Oak Street Surf Shop 1088 S. Coast 
Hwy., Laguna Beach, CA 92651 


* HIGH ROLL 
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ERS® «x 


* Cobras® Slaloms® (60mm to 71mm) our newest 
wheel for competition use. Utilizing a harder angle 
edge, taller and narrower. Profile with a slight 
dished center allows for maximum speed and 
quicker turning edge. 


* Waimea-Banzai-Waterdrop Design® with flex edge 
allowing for a superior ‘‘grip to speed”’ ratio. Per- 
fect for pools, skatepark bowls, and all round riding. 


WAIMEA™ 


BANZAI™ 
Largest Wheel 


a 





HPG 
TRUCKS 


For the ride of your life, Rolls Royce 
Skateboard Wheels. (714) 753-8838 


Inquiries: Sales Rep., Dealer, Distributor, 
Manufacturer inquiries invited. Send to: 
Rolls Royce, P.O. Box 181, Cardiff, CA 
92009. 





AFUQUA COMPANY 
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Robert Garrett working OJ Slalom w/Trackers 


OJ SLALOM WHEEL $6.50 ea. 


OJ SUPER JUICE WHEEL $7.50 ea. 
$2.00 postage and handling for wheel orders 


OJ T-shirts, 3-color design OJ logo, 
Long sleeve $7.00 p.p., 

Short sleeve $6.50 p.p. 

Decals, 3-color OJ logo, 50 cents. 


Calif. add 6% Sales Tax 
Money order or cashier’s check will 
speed delivery. 


Wi, 
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astering OJ Superjuice w/ Haftracks 


OJ WHEELS have broken the speed 
barrier with a totally NEW urethane 
formula guaranteed to deliver the 
JUICE. OJ’s new SPEED FORMULA 
URETHANE still maintains an adequate 
traction ratio and will prove to you to 
be the best all-round wheel available. 
OJ's are unconditionally guaranteed for 
any defect due to materials or 
workmanship. The new urethane 
formula wheel comes with the same 
classic OJ design. Tracker Trucks are 
recommended for use with OJ’s new 
fast formulation. Only 1KS double-sided 
precision bearings are used by OJ Wheels. 


Photos: Gary Medeiros at Shred WeasleS 


(us) 
NA 


RETAILERS - OJ Wheels - Richard Metiver, PO Box 665, Aptos, Ca. 95003 (408) 462-1474 


Tracker Trucks - PO Box 217, Cardiff, Ca. 92007 (714) 481-9551 
O.J. CURVE DESIGN AND COLOR PAT. PENDING 
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Finest protection for any type of skateboarding. 


Nylon stitching, Reinforced Tips, Leather Backing, 100% Rugged 
Leather, Double Pigskin Padding on Palms. 


Mail Order $15.95 (send pattern of hand) or S, M, L. Calif. residents 
add 6% sales tax. We invite dealer inquiries. 


916-S Aviation Blvd., Hermosa Beach, CA 90254 (213) 379-7660 


Accept No Substitutes 


Available at finer surf and skateboard shops everywhere. 


KANOA SURF - RETAIL OUTLET FOR THOSE IN L.A. OR ORANGE COUNTY 
CALL COLLECT FOR ANY ©.O1D ORDERS OVER $40 


"BEND 6100 FOR THE MOST EXTENSIVE BROCHURE OF OVER 
200 RELATED SKATEHXOARD ITEMS, INCLUDING ‘A: PERFORM! 
ANGE CHART OF WHEELS, TOPS, AND TRUCKS” 

ORDEN BY MAIL — A complete skalaboard ix the aum total ol one 
oaltadiy {ree Liat firat three choices for all 
al Indicate truck hele patterns, 

SKATEBOARD TOPS ALONE (Wa trucks op wheels) 

OO KANOA FLEX © Fiberglass W/brip dock, soll flex $15.05 
DNoVKIOk GBlngle Kick (ae atown) GDoubls Kick m24° 27> 
Bide Ofed GYallow 

@ KANOA/HEAT © Pressed {iberglane (Bahne tyoo}) wianap 
Hex Wine lipo $12.95 024" G27" SA Wsh OBI cAed 
Yellow 

KANDA AUUMINUM wiotip tnpe $1785 Single Kick 
Coubie Kick 24" 27" OPUrplo (ab shown) OB/ve Gold 


ORod 
© KANOA DAK KIGKTAIL w/otlp topo, folsed bottom w/ 
fadual Kick 816.95 326" 20" (a8 shown) O42" No Kick 
05 O24" OF?" 030" 
() KAWOA MAHOGANY | Sandigtip deck O24" mer" 68 oS 032" 
30" G40" $12.95 OSwallowinll oDiamondtal) 
©) GORDON & SMITH RIBRRFLEX $24.05 267 Froontylo 28" 
Sislom aes" Kick (as Shown) G2r Kick DPro Slalom $26)05 
76" 2b) (culoWway) OHseler 28° $28.05 OWarpad Tall 
Poroiia Mode! (Ash) 26° $17.05 27" 810.05 20° $21\95 
C32" 623,05 
ZOPHYA ~ (ow contel of gravity Unbdlieat Fibergluse 27° x 
er $07.05 cick (a5 snown) GINO Kick MBlip GYallow 
OOsange 
© BAH! $10,905 024" O27" 030° mBive OOrange OYallow 
Oline GNEW! 27° Honsyoomt) aluminum Kick, virtually 
indestivotabla wWibulitin nooprine edge Guards, snow ski 

‘06088 » $42.95 (as ahown) 

OBIE. (/bergiaon GNO Kick » S105 CKIck . §22.05 M24" 
par” Mike Woad Model 25° Kick » 92508 (ae ai/own). 
mWeavor Wood 22" ahi 
© WEDPACAMBEAFLEX «810.05 027 OWooty 27" Kick «$21.05. 
1) LOGAN BARTH SKI GNO Kick »S16.05 OK {ck © 518.95 028" 327" 
O29" Slalom Oulaway 297 «$10.96 otorger Jolinson 80° 
$19.06 
GONZAN, Aliminum Hick, nose, and fall $16.06 oblie Oftnd 
DSilvar OYallow 
© SANTA CRUZ «$24.05 O26 9267" OKIEK OCulaWway 
6 ORANG PAIX POLYPROPELENE O24" + $7.05 Oblue GAed: 
OyOlOW 
GX KIGKTAIL 24" POLYPROPOLENE » 66.95 Blue OAed 
Qyellow 
BIG, ASHWOOD W/otln tine td0" mae" 44a? OnICK Ono 
Kish $19.95 DAMS LL PRO BLALOM)S20 00 
THUCKD bath (2 reded per skelebesrd) 

7 BENNETT Cuincker™ 6" Axl’) 60.50 OP AD 6" Axio» 66,08 
GRAD AD THAK V adle + $10.50 (PHO and AD THAK Use 
ORACRER Coaringa) 
BD TRACKER Wh" ahock pall $10.08 GHaltrak + $10.60 
6 AHWR STANDARD} $6.08 0160 74" with $0.95 (Precision 
whbols only) 
OAC OA Wi bulliin YF shock pads «60:96 0550) Probise 
Wh 7h cr dad Pro tinge «84:70 
DAL CUA « $2.00 Co aliey $3.05 (Wide ne) iomp 
Blass 08 OO pring 810.05 
(7 BPARD SPAING OBtaniatd + SO40.O8/ morn 5.06 
OULD WINGO" $16.06 OPILIUURdh: 6005 CON ieago yen 08 
op Dilip GA0S taCalilornin Slalom © 705 ODN oKOr 
) 
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. 


QHDER COUPON FOR OPPOSITE PAGE 


WHEELS each (Four needed for complete 
(For pracision wheel W/our precision bearings, deduct S200; 
pon wWhosl, All precision bearing wheals come complate wie 
precision /KS bearings and adaptor Sleaves) Indicate (ruck 


alvie.) 

PRECISION HEARING WHEELS 

TM AOAD AIDER ciW2 = $450 HWA’ = $6.50 ONG ~ $7.50 ONOW 
'Hostor’ + $6\95 

©) O0/oSlaloms $60 OSU per{ilce¥ S750) Great Parforming: 

2 SIMS PURE MUICE GCompel xan Wide OBOW! aaa x 
2 Pees OGlant Sisiom (Double! Recess, wide (rucks 
only) 

1) GADILCAG CDK 38) slick $425. 00K’ 51 OB] Ue oncirangerine 


$625 

) ROLUS ROYCE GWalmea $595 GBonzal» $7.50 

( WEBER) PERFORMER Gsiick's 83/25 Bloker » $5.00 HTUrbo 
(Dovbio Rocess) © $5.50 oSiiper Turbo)» $600) aSupar 
Slokar 24y" x24" © $6.00 

oO Se $6.75 Double Recess "Hor Gtip GOMNICOMP 


© TUNNEU oBfandard » $5.95 cstoker Size = $6/75/ OROLLER 
BPORT STOKER » S0.eb 

t APEX O'416)) $6105 0414) Cantor Bonring)- $1095 0419 

World Speed Hodord’ » $10.09 

© POWER PAW OSlick 8 $4/25 012" x 2° $6 25 Big Paw + $6.95 
Aacihg Mig = $10.95 

© ALIGATOR™ = $7.50 (AR #6 Turbos, and/allgatora won't iit 
TRY Cal on Sure Grip trucks) GLOGAN® $5/75 

LOOSEBALY 

tm ROLLER SPORT OMark lV 61 50 OSiiok= $1, 75 0Bi9 Weel 
$125 OS{okor © 63/50 

1D) OADILLAD GHeguiats $150 OSIIck » $2.50) O5{oKer » $3.50 

6 POWER PAW ciblick = $2.00) oStoken $3.50 

OXATEBOAND SAFETY EQUIPMENT 

CO HOBIE HELMET (Fite all/sizon) $1095 blue OAod Yellow 


pene 

a IE METAL WRIST GUARD AND HAND! PIVOT w/Volcro 
allachment= $11.05.em (ne abe 

HOBIE METAL ELBOW PAD Wiiloxibility, oxcallent pro 
Teollon 9 811/95 a0) {as shown) 

(HOBIE KNEE PADS per pale 61a 05 GHobie Elbow pads pan paly 
S10, 08 Comal OMediuM OLarge (as! shown) 

G KNEE PADS PER PAIR on GEIbow fade »$0)bs/ 05, OMiot 

O/KIP SKATEBOARD GLOVES $14109'09 OM)mb (as/ahown) 

HANG TEM BRKATEXOARD SHOES fae shown) Tough solp 
Wilintd'(o8 $29.05) Gund viagra ol'fdol 

SKATEODAND ACCESSORIES 

1) DENNETT RED CUBHIONS (4) per agli eS2 00 GW iieol sxlendors 
$2725 per det CNON Fane FG 5/10 axl OR ACs Non 
Procieion ton Sure Gtinor Olicnga Trucks) GKIoKTaINAno) lor 
fa te LOutall) 

OO BHOOK PADS for one OY" Red) Urotline, $160 oy" Hod 
Uaihane sien OW Tiblicns sO my AUbbers 40 

“(lad Hide" par aor $405 

0 Toa Y BUMPER S.05 euch moPrecislon IK& Bearing 
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O WAENOHES Wal Waly © S105 Csupbr Wrorich £4.50 

OU OARIP TAPE oer fool, widitis G1" £26 m2" 6.50.03" § 75 cia 
6)i00 

CO TAAGKS (ont place a) Wide /pinté (habadapis toboltom and 
DOWN MOVAMMOTT ON INICKR HO ant pomilion) 613,09 

DO WASH PLATES OUsnalt $2 60 OotibagG S160 OBre Grip 
81:00 OXiCali$io0 

C) WABHOH HOUDER Uicaott To board) S00 oBannaitiooenvts 
S20,.Axléo OentigihHiidorerirrecinion of roneplecislon) 
82.00 MPO SW" (prao) SD MAG TOK (Prod) Ove 5 Sd. 
OS/5y Axl SMO Hh oAdo OF BUrd Glo Axth Sb) 








) Race Cones S.20 Truck Type 

O Lock nuts $15 Truck Type 

© ‘D Washer Telck type 

@ Pivot Ee Bennett» $40 cUrethanes.o0 WAUbber sco 

BOOKS 4 OUIDE 

© SKATEBOARD HANDBOOK) & TRICKS! $350 GAnybooy's 
Skaloboard) handbook $aido CiSkaleboara repair manual 


$2.95 

GH DECALS $i50aa) (Inollides’ mailing) GHoad! Hider oSims 
Hobie GFibrotllex cOd 

MIBCELUANEQUB 

G NEOPRENE SLAPS W/NYLON STRAPS 

) BEACHCOMBER GSingle $9.99 Double (as sown) $11.95 
Dripla (as shown) $16.95 06 LAYER) FOR WOMEN) S195 
Colors) (Make two choices) of sirap GbIUe 8 Hed CBrown 
OYollow GOrango ciGreen GG|RWS LEATHER AIR BRUSH 
DOUBLE {Aw shown) $14.05 GLIGHTNING BOLT $15,85\(Sand 
Hoot clagram, 

O/ BELT) BUOKLES) (a5 shown))$5.05 cin) Santosha ob) Skate 
bonrd cio. Sunset ad, Skier Go) Tubed of "Muon the Surr 
Og plpellha th Whoolle ol Wave Lip csurter Ball (ay 
sown) $9.99 Walst size 

©) WEATHER BELT FOR BUCKLES $6.00. —-Walst Siz 

ADULT SHIRTS! S/S (short sloove), L/S (long sleeve), SWIS 
(swoutshir) Wezipper & hood), aS OMICL OX fallow fon Ye 


size shrinkage) 
es s/s US sW/S 
$7.60 


$5.50 $13/05 
1, KANDA picasa | ca eS 
2 LOGAN NONE NONE 
8) HOBIE NONE NONE 
4) LIP/DANGE NONE” NONE 
5) 00 - i 
6) SURF (SW/5) ~ was Kae 
7, KANDA - ae = 
8) SKATE BOARD NONE 
9, FIBREPLEX - - 
10 ROAD/AIDER nee be 
11 TRACKER S g 
12 NONE NONE 


SIMG - 
G COLORS PaROIE Ble OBrOWn BYellow BRed Horange 
MAILING PROCEDURE: Sond Money Ofdoroniniernational Money 
Oider (Parsonul Chock Aequifes one Week dolay) Optional 
Malling instance 756 to 
KANDA BURE 702 a Valoy OF ROI Hie Bat Onl G0erA 
Ten (27a)a77181/ AUD Tor shinning anditanaliig Rerer bolo 


Intar 
USA) notional 

Completa Skateboard 
On® or twovruicks siriice | 250 8.00 
Wiwhoals ily 14,00 9 21\00 
Foup whdolsoy truck sutlodo 150)» 3,50. 
Alone alr 250, 10,00 
Extra paris of ottar suilace 76 2:00 

All 150 $00 
Doar Konda sorienciosediss 
plusninand hangings ‘ 
6% Cal Taxs, Onova mailing 
Insurances: Tots 
Nanie 
Address pie 4 x 
Gity, stale Zit 


Dealer inguiriaw invited. 


CALL GOLLECT FOR ANY C.0.D. ORDERS OVER $40,00 
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SKATEBOARD SAFETY EQUIPMENT 
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The all new Power Paw 50/50 


Here’s the wheel you’ve always wanted. The 50/50 is the wheel that is 

going to make the rest of the pack just spin their wheels for nothing .. . 

there’s no competition! Meet the wheel that is going to make you faster in 

the straights and stick tighter in the curves. What’s the 50/50’s secret? 

50/50’s are hand poured in our exclusive two step process that allows for ‘ 
two separate degrees of hardness. One compound gives you a soft sticky 

edge for cornering and the other gives a rock-hard surface under precision ty 
bearings for the fastest, slow wearing ride going. Remember, Power Paw 
50/50’s are made by I.D.I., the makers of Power Paw Wheels and Speed 

Spring Trucks. If that isn’t enough, Ed Nadalin and Russ Howel, real super 

stars, test and ride only competition-proven Power Paw and Speed Spring 

Equipment. Riding on any other kind of wheel isn’t going to make it 

anymore. Call or write for free brochure or dealer information. 


1.D.1. 407 East Redondo Beach Bivd., Gardena, California 90248 (213) 532-3465 


wheels will never 
be the same. 
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CALIFORNIA FREE-FORMER 
























































@®FREE FORMER TEAM ® 


AVAILABLE FOR DEMONSTRATIONS ) 
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CALIFORNIA FREE-FORMER _ 






2 _~ 
DESIREE VON ESSEN 





N) ab ae 
CURT LINDGREN 


CALIFORNIA FREE-FORMER WORLD PROFESSIONAL SKATEBOARD CHAMPIONSHIPS OFFICIAL POSTER AND 
PROGRAM. GET BOTH FOR $2.50. SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: A-L-S INDUSTRIES, INC. P. 0. BOX 
6513, TORRANCE, CALIF. 90504 POSTER SIZE: 17”X24%2” - 18 PAGE PROGRAM 


© COMPARE CALIFORNIA FREE-FORMER WITH OUR COMPETITORS. 


e LIST THE FEATURES AVAILABLE. 


> CHECK THE PRODUCT FOR SAFETY AND CRAFTSMANSHIP. 
AcL°S INDUSTRIES INC. » 1942 W. ARTESIA BOULEVARD., TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA 90504 - (213) 532-9262 
A DIVISION OF AMERICAN LIGHTING SPECIALTIES, INC. 





835 E. Canon-Perdido - Santa Barbara, CA 93103 « (805) 963-1989 


12300 E. Washington Blvd. - Whittier, CA 906086 - (213) 945-1133 nd 


The New Laminated SIMS Taper-Kick~ is available in 27’’, 30’’, 36” and 44’. They’re unreal. 


